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STATED MEETING

May 8, 2007


The Presbytery of Mississippi met for its seventy-ninth stated meeting at First Presbyterian Church in Pascagoula, Mississippi on Tuesday, May 8, 2007 at 1:00 p.m. with the Moderator, Elder Peggie Herrington, presiding. The meeting was opened with prayer by Dr. William dePrater. (It should be noted that during the morning the Presbytery of Mississippi and the Presbytery of South Alabama joined in a service of holy communion. Rev. Joan Gray, moderator of the 217th General Assembly, preached the sermon.  Following a brief recess, Ms. Gray led in a question-and-answer time which was concluded with a season of prayer.)  

ROLL

A quorum was present with the following eighteen ministers and thirty-four elders enrolled for the meeting:

	Churches
	Ministers
	Elders

	
	
	

	Bay St. Louis, First
	Richard Jones, I.P.*
	Virgil Harris

	Bay Springs, Gavin Chapel
	vacant

	without representation

	Brookhaven, First
	Edwin J. Wolff, CLP
	excused

	Canton, First
	vacant
	without representation

	Diamondhead, Diamondhead
	Chas Jones
	Hank Holcomb

	Gautier, Gautier
	Chris Bullock
	William Fishinger

	Gulfport, Handsboro
	Scott Castleman
	Norma Loposser

	Gulfport, New Life Community
	Scott Castleman
	Roberta Hill

	Gulfport, Westminster
	Karen Bullock,             Int. Assoc.Pastor
	XXX

	Hattiesburg, Pineview
	vacant
	James Honeysucker

	Hattiesburg, Westminster
	Steve Ramp
	David Arnold

	Heidelberg, Fairview
	vacant
	without representation

	Heidelberg, McFarland

	vacant
	without representation

	Heidelberg, Pisgah
	vacant
	without representation

	Jackson, Briarwood
	Charles Bowdler
	Suza Dorsey

	Jackson, Covenant
	Andrew Wells
	Richard Coker

Lee Lampton

	Jackson, Faith
	William Jones
	Shirley G. Middleton

	Jackson, Fondren
	vacant
	Helen Boone

	Jackson, St. Luke’s
	vacant
	without representation

	Kosciusko, Alexander Memorial
	vacant
	without representation

	Laurel, First-Trinity
	James Truesdell
	Henry Davis

	Liberty, Liberty
	S.S.
	Rick Stratton

	Liberty, Unity Memorial
	S.S.
	Tom Lewis

	Long Beach, Long Beach
	George Barnett**
	Ruth Lewis

	Lucedale, First
	James Rackley, S.S.
	Annie Ruth Thigpen

	Lucedale, Vernal

	vacant
	Billy Copeland

	Madison, Grace Chapel
	Steve Bryant**
	without representation

	Magnolia, Magnolia
	Charles Ray, CLP**
	without representation

	McComb, J.J. White Memorial
	Lane Stephenson*
	Dick Moore

	Meridian, Jones Memorial
	vacant
	Jerry Snell

	Meridian, Prospect
	vacant
	excused

	Meridian, Trinity
	Cory Stott
	Joyce Gibbens

	Natchez, First
	John Larson
	Larry Brown

	Natchez, Westminster
	vacant
	Philip Chaffin

Peggie Herrington***

	Newton, Pilgrim Grove
	Mattie Jordan, CLP**
	without representation

	Ocean Springs, First
	Tim Brown
	William Gryder

	Osyka, Osyka
	vacant
	without representation

	Pascagoula, First
	Clint Regen
	Melanie Moore

	Pass Christian, Pineville
	T.S.
	Vance Sprague

	Poplarville, Ruth Memorial
	Sally-Lodge Teel, S.S.
	excused

	Port Gibson, First
	Michael Herrin
	Robert St. John

	Sandersville, United
	vacant
	Robert Sanders

	Toomsuba, Toomsuba
	vacant
	without representation

	Vicksburg, First

	vacant
	Deanne Miller

Jerri Oldham

	Vicksburg, Yokena
	David Daniels, S.S.*
	excused

	Wiggins, Wiggins

	Bill Pettey, CLP
	George Weaver

	
	
	

	*=Excused      **=Absent Without Excuse      ***=G.11.0101c


Other Ministers Present:   Bill dePrater and John Dudley

Other Ministers with Excused Absence:  All honorably retired ministers, except those listed above as being present, Martha Blount, Skip Ehrlich, Andy Hoffecker, Joe Martin, Lynn Miller, Ron McFarland, David Ray, and Lane Stephenson

Ministers Absent without Excuse: Joe Pack Arnold, Barron Banks, George Barnett, Theophilus King, and Clarence Roberts

Corresponding Members:  Margaret dePrater (Presbytery of New Hope) and Sam Marshall (interim pastor at Fondren; Presbytery of Western North Carolina)  

Other Visitors:  George Bates (moderator of Mission Committee), Linda Bates, George Bendall (pastor-elect of Westminster Gulfport), Sara Brown (Hunger Action Enabler), Rob Butler (pastor-elect of First Bay St. Louis), Martha Cherry, Tim Erskine (pastor-elect of First Vicksburg), Marc Mihail (pastor-elect of Westminster Natchez), Aserelene Pickett (Resource Center Director), R.L. Richardson (moderator of the Administrative Commission for Disaster Recovery), and numerous members of Westminster Gulfport, First Bay St. Louis, First Vicksburg, and Westminster Natchez

The docket presented by the stated clerk, Rev. John Dudley, was adopted. Ms. Herrington appointed Rev. Charles Bowdler, Rev. Chas Jones, and elders Phillip Chaffin and Joyce Gibbens to the Bills and Overtures Committee.  Rev. Clint Regen welcomed the presbytery to First Presbyterian Church.

REPORT OF THE STATED CLERK

Communications and other matters presented by the stated clerk were handled as indicated:

1. Excused absences were granted as requested and as reflected in the roll for this meeting.

2. A certificate of reception for Rev. Geoffrey McLean has been received form National Capital Presbytery.

3. The stated clerk presented the following summary of statistical information related to the Presbytery of Mississippi and its congregations for 2006.

Synopsis of Annual Statistical Reports

The sessions of seven congregations failed to submit an annual statistical report for 2006. The congregations are Gavin Chapel, McFarland, Pisgah, Alexander Memorial, Vernal, Pilgrim Grove, and Wiggins. The membership of each of these congregations as reported in the last statistical report submitted is included in the statistics that appear in the next paragraph.

Thirty-nine sessions submitted annual statistical reports. The total membership in all forty-six congregations at the beginning of 2006 was 6,205. On December 31, 2006 the membership of our forty-six congregations stood at 5,989 – a net loss of 216 members (an average loss of roughly five confirmed members per congregation). Twenty-three sessions reported a net loss in membership, five sessions reported no change in membership, and eleven sessions reported a net gain.

Of the thirty-nine reporting congregations, nineteen had no baptisms in 2006. In twenty congregations children were baptized (63 in all). In four of these twenty congregations there were also adult baptisms. A total of seven adults were baptized in congregations in our presbytery in 2006.

Of some interest perhaps is the source of losses – 118 by certificate, 117 by death, and 303 by “other.” I assume that the large majority in the “other” category are people who were placed on the inactive role. This fact may very well have implications for evangelism.

Our congregations reported leadership being provided by 213 male elders, 128 female elders, 63 male deacons, and 77 female deacons. With respect to ethnic composition, sessions reported 165 members of Asian background, 141 African-American members, 18 Hispanic members, three Native American members, 5,333 members of Caucasian background, and six of “other” ethnic background.

Here is a summary of the congregations in the Presbytery of Mississippi by number of confirmed members:

Number of Members                    Number of Congregations
      1—50                                                   22 

      51—100                                                 7

      101—200                                               5

 201—300                                               6

 301—400                                               3

 401—500                                               1                                              

 500+                                                       2

Please note that ministerial changes in 2006 were summarized in the Stated Clerk’s report at the meeting of presbytery on February 24, 2007 and may be found in the minutes of that meeting.        

It should, of course, be remembered that the efficacy of prayer, the praise and thanksgiving we render to God in joyful hymns of praise, the illumination of God’s Spirit that takes place in our heart and mind when scripture is read, the redeeming power of Christ at work in us when the gospel is proclaimed, the unsearchable riches of God’s grace that sustains and renews us when bread is broken and wine shared, and much more simply cannot be quantified or reduced to numbers. And that is as it should be.

4. The stated clerk reported that the presbytery has received a bequest in the amount of $41,075 from the Central Presbyterian Church Trust Fund. (Central Presbyterian Church of Jackson, after a long and useful ministry in the city of Jackson, was dissolved by the Presbytery of Mississippi in 1993.)  

5. The stated clerk reported that the approval of presbytery was necessary to effect the change in name of the congregation in Orange Grove. Rev. Scott Castleman moved, and Elder Roberta Hill seconded, that the name of Orange Grove Presbyterian Church be changed to New Life Community Church. The motion was approved. 

6. A communication was received from the session of Northminster Presbyterian Church in Pensacola expressing the disappointment of the session with the decision of the Presbytery of Florida to withdraw from participation in the joint meeting at such a late date. The stated clerk was directed to write a letter to the session of Northminster expressing our appreciation.

7. In response to a request from the session of Pineview Presbyterian Church, it was moved that the trustees of presbytery be instructed to execute a deed and convey it to the session of Pineview Presbyterian Church. The motion was approved.                                                                                           

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS

The following congregations will celebrate anniversaries this summer:

   Unity Memorial – 175th anniversary on June 24, 2007

   Wiggins – 100th anniversary on July 12, 2007

   First Brookhaven – 150th on August 26, 2007. 

   Following these announcements visitors and first-time elder commissioners were introduced.  Minister members of other presbyteries were welcomed as corresponding members and granted the privilege of the floor.

PRESBYTERY COUNCIL

Rev. Charles Bowdler, vice moderator of presbytery, moderated the meeting while Ms. Herrington presented the following report of the presbytery council.

For information:

1. The next stated meeting of presbytery will take place on Thursday, October 25, 2007 at First Presbyterian Church of Port Gibson.

2. The following have been appointed to the Personnel Subcommittee of council: Elders Roy Williams (chair), Jim Bell, and Deborah Gambrell Chambers, and Rev. Charles Bowdler.

3. The following have been appointed to the Finance Subcommittee of council: Rev. Chris Bullock (chair), Rev. Michael Herrin, and Elders Wally Gregg and Myra Hester. 

4. The following have been appointed to the Presbytery Office Location Committee: Margaret Brooks (chair – First-Trinity), Annie Ruth Thigpen (First Lucedale), and as consultants Delois Smith (realtor in Hattiesburg) and Rev. John Dudley.

5. The council has established a task force to redesign the presbytery website. The task force consists of Rev. Karen Bullock, Rev. Lynn Miller, John Catron, and Beth Wild.

For action:

The council recommends:

1. That the following be added as 4.2.9 to the Standing Rules: “The council may appoint a five person team to meet and to work with the executive presbyter in time of catastrophe or crisis when an immediate response is needed. This team shall consist of the moderator of council, the stated clerk, the moderator of the Committee on Ministry, an elder attorney within presbytery who is licensed to practice law in Mississippi, and a member-at-large. This team needs to be able to meet and to work with the executive presbyter within twenty-four hours of the presbytery office becoming aware of a crisis within the presbytery and shall be empowered to develop strategy and to act on behalf of the council until such time as the council can be notified and meet. The council can reverse any action that this team has taken on its behalf.” (second reading)

2. That the following be added to Standing Rule 16.2.1: “Only those funds actually received from particular churches which are designated to pay synod per capita will be forwarded to the synod. This policy shall be reviewed annually.” As amended, 16.2.1 would read as follows: “Synod’s per capita assessment, as established by synod. Only those funds actually received from particular churches which are designated to pay synod per capita will be forwarded to the synod. This policy shall be reviewed annually.” (second reading)

3. That 6.2.9 of the Standing Rules be relocated to Article 22 in the Operational Procedures. This will in effect transfer the responsibility of planning the annual pastors renewal weekend from the Committee on Ministry to the Christian Nurture Committee. If approved, 6.2.9 would be stricken, and 22.1.10 would read as follows: “To plan and organize a Pastors Renewal Weekend to be held annually the weekend after Easter. Attendance at this event is strongly encouraged for pastors actively serving congregations, and this Sunday does not count as vacation time.” (first reading)

4. That the responsibility for training commissioned lay pastors be transferred from 6.2.8 of the Standing Rules to 22.1.11 of the Operational Procedures. If approved, 6.2.8 would read: “The Committee on Ministry will supervise the service of commissioned lay pastors in accordance with G-14.0801.” 22.1.11 would read: “To supervise the training of commissioned lay pastors in accordance with G-14.0801. Presbytery’s training program for commissioned lay pastors is found in Article 25.” (first reading)

5. That the second sentence in Appendix X of the Presbytery Manual be stricken. Appendix X deals with presbytery trust funds. The second sentence reads as follows: “All interest earned by these funds shall be transferred to the program budget and used to defray the normal operating expenses of the presbytery office and its program committees.” (first reading)

Action items 1 and 2 were approved.

FINANCE SUBCOMMITTEE

Rev. Chris Bullock presented two recommendations from the Finance Subcommittee:

1. That the 2007 benevolence budget be amended by increasing the funding for a secretary/receptionist to $13,000

2. That the restricted funds of presbytery be consolidated into three funds as follows:

A. Disaster Response Fund – $7,740

Made up of:

   Disaster Assistance               $3,240

   Disaster Response Fund         4,500

B. New Church Development Fund – $163,331.58

Made up of:

   New Church Development Fund (1998)      $10,197.28

   Presidential Hills Sale Fund                           22,260.05

   Building and Repairs Fund                            15,000.00

   Property Fund                                              109,337.51

   Property Restoration Fund                               4,634.30

   New Church Development Fund                      1,902.44

C. Seminarian Loan Repayment Fund                  $42,350.00

To be used to help pay off loans of seminarians who come to the Presbytery of Mississippi to serve a church under 150 members as a first call. Applications and grant decisions are to be administered by the Church Extension Committee. An effort will be made to encourage congregations and members of churches to contribute to this fund so that it may become an endowment.

Made up of:

   Candidate Grant Fund (1995)                          $1,275.00

   Central Presbyterian Church Trust Fund         41,075.00

Both recommendations were adopted.

ADMINISTRATIVE COMMISSION ON DISASTER RECOVERY

Mr. R.L. Richardson reported on the disaster recovery activities for the first quarter of 2007.  He then presented the report and recommendation of the Task Force on Renewing Coast Churches. The recommendation is as follows:

 Recommendation  The Task Force  is proposing a significant expansion and clarification of the AC’s role for the coming 24-36 months. The AC has developed a useful network and has gained valuable experience in dealing with PDA and other funding sources. This is a valuable asset for our presbytery. The AC has finished most of the tearing out work and is now ready to move into the next phase of construction, which will require more expertise in the building trade.  We think this can be a valuable ministry for our presbytery but should not be the sole focus of the AC. The churches on the coast need a person who can work with them to write redevelopment grants, locate funding sources, and help our presbytery take advantage of new church development opportunities.

To this end, we are recommending that the presbytery amend and refocus the AC’s mission, structure and priorities into three discrete divisions:

1.  Construction Division (with accounting knowledge)
       Construction Manager (new)

2.  Church Redevelopment and Church Extension
       New Position

3.  Fundraising and Public Relations


       George and Linda Bates

It is for the AC to decide which of these are paid and which are volunteer positions.  

The recommendation was approved by presbytery. 

ADMINISTRATIVE COMMISSION FOR LONG BEACH

Rev. Tim Brown, moderator of the Administrative Commission for Long Beach, gave an account of the work of the commission in meeting with the pastor of Long Beach Presbyterian Church, with the session, and with members of the congregation. As a result of those meetings the Administrative Commission for Long Beach recommends that the pastoral relation of Rev. George Barnett and the congregation of the Long Beach Presbyterian Church be dissolved. The following substitute motion was made and seconded:

   That the matter of the Administrative Commission’s recommendation to dissolve the pastoral relationship of Rev. George Barnett with the Long Beach Presbyterian Church shall be continued until the next stated meeting of presbytery, that prior to that time the pastoral relationship shall continue, and that Rev. George Barnett and Long Beach Presbyterian Church be allowed to submit additional evidence to the Administrative Commission.

There being no amendments offered to either the recommendation of the Administrative Commission or the substitute motion, the recommendation and the substitute motion were declared to be perfected. Mr. James Brown, a ruling elder of First-Trinity Presbyterian Church, was granted the privilege of the floor and permitted to speak on behalf of the substitute motion. The procedural motion that the substitute motion become the main motion was defeated. After additional debate the recommendation of the Administrative Committee was approved.

The Administrative Commission was then discharged with the thanks of the presbytery.

COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY

Dr. Steve Ramp presented the report of the Committee on Ministry.

For information:

1. The Committee on Ministry has concurred with the decision of the session of Fondren Presbyterian Church to hire Rev. Dr. Sam Marshall as interim pastor. Dr. Marshall is and shall continue to be a member of the Presbytery of Western North Carolina.

2. The Committee on Ministry supports the request of Faith Presbyterian Church to obtain funding for redevelopment. 

3. The Committee on Ministry has concurred with the request of Rev. Clarence Roberts and the congregation of Toomsuba Presbyterian Church that the pastoral relation be dissolved.  The Committee on Ministry has approved Rev. Cory Stott as moderator of the session of Toomsuba Presbyterian Church.

For action:

The Committee on Ministry recommends that:

      1.   presbytery approve Rev. Cory Stott as moderator of the session of Prospect  

            Presbyterian Church

2.   presbytery grant the status of honorably retired to Rev. James Rackley

Action items 1 and 2 were approved.

3.   presbytery find in order the call of First Bay St. Louis to Rev. Rob Butler, of  

      Westminster Gulfport to Rev. George Bendall, of First Vicksburg to Rev. Tim

      Erskine, and of Westminster Natchez to Dr. Marc Mihail and proceed to examine  

      these four ministers for reception into the presbytery

Action item 3 was approved. Dr Steve Ramp examined the four ministers on their Christian experience and on their views in theology. Rev. Sally-Lodge Teel examined them in their views on the sacraments while Rev. William Jones examined them on their views on polity. After opportunity for additional questions from members of the presbytery, the examinations were approved as satisfactory.

4. upon satisfactory examination presbytery receive these four ministers into the membership of presbytery, pending their dismissal from their current presbytery of membership

5. presbytery approve the following terms of call:

Rev. Rob Butler

Salary                                          $22,000

Housing allowance                        18,000

SECA allowance                              3,060
Total effective salary                    $43,060

Board of Pensions

   Pension (11%)                           $4,737

   Medical (19.5%)                           8,397

   Death/Disability (1%)                      431

Total to Board of Pensions         $13,565

SECA allowance                           $3,060

Total compensation                     $59,685

Reimbursable expenses

   Book allowance                              $135

   Continuing education                        324

   Business travel expense                3,240
   Total reimbursable expenses       $3,699

four weeks annual vacation (not to be absent from the pulpit on vacation more than four Sundays in a calendar year); fifteen days study leave (not to be absent from the pulpit on study leave more than two Sundays in a calendar year)

Rev. Dr. Marc Mihail

Salary                                                   $26,000

Use of manse                                           7,500

SECA                                                       2,264

Board of Pensions                                  10,750

Utility allowance                                        3,400

Car allowance                                           1,400

Book allowance/ continuing ed.               1,000

Pastors’ retreat                                           200

Total                                                     $52,514

Four weeks annual vacation; two weeks annual continuing education; moving expenses to be covered

Rev. Tim Erskine
Salary                                                 $43,118

Housing                                                17,600

Utility allowance                                     2,400

Board of Pensions                                19,882

Automobile allowance                            5,000

Dental insurance                                       685

Medical/Dental 

   Reimbursement allowance                  1,815

Four weeks annual vacation; two weeks annual continuing education (cumulative up to six weeks)

Travel expense reimbursed at the IRS rate

Continuing education reimbursement allowance up to $1,000

Moving expenses up to $7,000

6. presbytery approve the following installation commissions:

George Bendall – Westminster Gulfport   August 12, 2007   

Rev. Bill de Prater                      Moderator 

Rev. Clint Regen                        First Pascagoula 

Rev. Scott Castleman                Handsboro / New Life Community 

Rev. Sally Lodge-Teel                Ruth Memorial, Popularville 

Elder Scott Ellzey                       Westminster Gulfport 

Elder Tom McIlwaine                  First Ocean Springs 

Elder Jean Summerfield             Teays Valley, Scott Depot, West Virginia  (approved)


Those participating in the Service of Installation, along with their assignments:

Rev. William dePrater                 Constitutional Questions 

Rev. Karen Bullock                     Preaching 

Rev. Clint Regen                        Charge to the Pastor 

Elder Jean Summerfield             Charge to the Congregation 

Elder Rick Torgeson                   Scripture Reading 

Rev. Steve Ramp                       Scripture Reading 

Elder William Pettey                   Scripture Reading, Offering and Prayer of 

                                                            Dedication

Rev. John Dudley                       Prayer of Installation and Laying on of Hands 

Rev. Sally Lodge-Teel                Call to Worship, Affirmation of Faith 

Rev. Chris Bullock                      Prayer of Confession, Assurance of Pardon 

Elder Scott Ellzey                       Presentation of the Candidate, Passing of 

                                                            the Peace

Rev. Rob Butler – First Bay St. Louis   June 3, 2007  

 
Elder Norma Loposser


Elder Harry Collins


Elder Vance Sprague 


Elder Virgil Harris


Rev. Steve Ramp


Rev. George Barnett


Rev. William de Prater

Marc Mihail – Westminster Natchez   July 8, 2007



Rev. Steve Ramp

preaching


Rev. William dePrater
Moderator and Constitutional Questions


Rev. Michael Herrin

Pastoral Prayer


Rev. John Larson

Charge to pastor


Elder Joan Gandy
           Apostles’ Creed


Elder Peggie Herrington
Charge to the congregation


Terri Crawford liturgist (not a member of commission)

Tim Erskine – First Vicksburg    July 15, 2007    


Rev. Bob Bullock, Sr. Pastor Eastminster Marrietta GA  preaching


Rev. William dePrater


Rev. Steve Ramp


Lewis Fields

Elder, First Vicksburg


Henry Davis

Elder, Laurel


Bob Friley

Elder, Yokena

Action items 4 through 6 were approved.

REPORTS OF OTHER ECCLESIASTICAL COMMITTEES

The Nominations Committee, the Committee on Preparation for Ministry, the Committee on Representation, and the Trustees had no report.

PROGRAM COMMITTEES

Ms. Leigh White reported for the Christian Nurture Committee, calling attention especially to the plans for Presbytery Junior Camp to be held July 17 – 22 at Percy Quinn State Park.

Rev. Chris Bullock reported for the Church Extension Committee. Forms for requests for pastoral aid for 2008 are due in the presbytery office by June 15. 

Dr. George Bates reported for the Mission Committee. A trip to the presbytery of the Northeast in Brazil will take place in early August. A Mission Conference in Louisville, Kentucky will be held in October. 

Ms. Sara Brown, Hunger Action Enabler for the presbytery, encouraged congregations to report to the presbytery office the amount received in the One Great Hour of Sharing Offering.
ADJOURNMENT

   There being no further business, presbytery was adjourned with prayer by Commissioned Lay Pastor Ed Wolff at 3:30 p.m. to meet in its next stated meeting at First Presbyterian Church of Port Gibson on Thursday, October 25, 2007.

Ms. Peggie Herrington, Moderator                          ATTEST: ______________________

Dr. John C. Dudley, Stated Clerk                                         John C. Dudley, Stated Clerk
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