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STATED MEETING

May 20, 2010

The Presbytery of Mississippi met for its eighty-eighth stated meeting at Trinity Presbyterian Church in Meridian on Thursday, May 20, 2010 at 9:00 a.m. with the Moderator, Ms. Betty Simmons, presiding. The meeting began with a Service of Morning Prayer led by Rev. John Dudley, stated clerk of the presbytery. The sermon, based upon Romans 8:18 – 25, was delivered by Rev. William Smith. 
ROLL

A quorum was present with the following twenty-five ministers and twenty-seven elders enrolled for the meeting:

	Churches
	Ministers
	Elders

	
	
	

	Bay St. Louis, Old Town
	vacant
	without representation

	Bay Springs, Gavin Chapel
	vacant

	Willie Payton

	Brookhaven, First
	Edwin J. Wolff, CLP
	Phyllis Sanders

	Canton, First
	Clark Remsburg
	without representation

	Diamondhead, Diamondhead
	Chas Jones
	without representation

	Gautier, Gautier
	Ron Church
	Pamela Martin

	Gulfport, Handsboro
	vacant
	Ralph Loposser

	Gulfport, Westminster
	George Bendall*
	Chuck McKinley

	Hattiesburg, Pineview
	T.S.
	without representation

	Hattiesburg, Westminster
	Steve Ramp
	without representation

	Heidelberg, Fairview
	vacant
	Henrietta Bender

	Heidelberg, McFarland

	vacant
	without representation

	Heidelberg, Pisgah
	Norma Loposser, CLP
	without representation

	Jackson, Briarwood
	Charles Bowdler
	Robert Davis
Betty Simmons***

	Jackson, Faith
	William Jones
	Shirley Middleton

	Jackson, Fondren
	Mat Taylor
	without representation

	Jackson, St. Luke’s
	Theophilus King
	without representation

	Kosciusko, Alexander Memorial
	vacant
	without representation

	Laurel, First-Trinity
	Bob Lee, I.P.
	Jerry Goode

	Liberty, Liberty
	Walt Gaston, CLP
	excused

	Liberty, Unity Memorial
	Walt Gaston, CLP
	Tom Lewis

	Long Beach, Long Beach
	Rob Butler*
	without representation

	Lucedale, First
	James Rackley, S.S.
	Annie Ruth Thigpen

	Lucedale, Vernal

	Philip Williams
	Doyle James

	Magnolia, Magnolia
	Charles Ray, CLP**
	without representation

	McComb, J.J. White Memorial
	Elizabeth Gabbard
	without representation

	Meridian, Jones Memorial
	T.S.
	John McClure

	Meridian, Prospect
	T.S.
	Rachel Covington

	Meridian, Trinity
	vacant
	Coralei Richardson

	Natchez, First
	Denny Read
Noelle Read
	without representation

	Natchez, Westminster
	Richard Wood
	without representation

	Newton, Pilgrim Grove
	vacant
	Robert White

	Ocean Springs, First
	Scott Castleman
	Duane Blue

	Osyka, Osyka
	Charles Ray, CLP**
	without representation

	Pascagoula, First
	Clint Regen**
	Marcia Willett

	Pass Christian, Pineville
	T.S.
	Vance Sprague

	Poplarville, Ruth Memorial
	Sally-Lodge Teel, S.S.*
	without representation

	Port Gibson, First
	Michael Herrin
	Betsy Lipscomb

	Sandersville, United
	vacant
	without representation

	Toomsuba, Toomsuba
	vacant
	Faye Thomas

	Vicksburg, First

	Tim Brown
	Earl Edris


	Vicksburg, Yokena
	Michael Herrin, S.S.
	Bob Friley

	Wiggins, Wiggins

	Bill Pettey, CLP*
	without representation

	*= Excused      **= Absent Without Excuse     ***= G-11.0101c    


Other Ministers Present: Barron Banks, John Dudley, Andy Hoffecker, Ron McFarland, Su McLain, William Smith, Morris Taylor, Heather Williamsen
Other Ministers with Excused Absence: All honorably retired ministers, except those listed above as being present, Leon Bracey, Lynn Miller, and David Ray
Ministers Absent without Excuse: George Barnett, Joe Martin
Corresponding Members: Bob Lee (Salem Presbytery)
Visitors: Joyce Gibbens, Roy Gibbens, Bill Hennessey, Pam McDonald, Geneva McFarland, Peggy Miller, Larry Mills (Belhaven), J.T. Simmons, Kennon Singley, Roseanne Smith, Roger Soons, Reid Whittington
The docket presented by the stated clerk, Rev. John Dudley, was adopted. The moderator Ms. Simmons appointed Rev. Heather Williamsen to the Thanks Committee. Elder Roger Soons then welcomed the presbytery to Trinity Presbyterian Church.
REPORT OF THE STATED CLERK

Communications and other matters presented by the stated clerk were handled as indicated:

1. Excused absences were granted as requested and as reflected in the roll for this meeting.
2. The stated clerk presented the following summary of statistical information related to the Presbytery of Mississippi and its congregations in 2009:
Synopsis of Annual Statistical Reports

The session of only one congregation – Alexander Memorial Presbyterian Church – failed to submit an annual statistical report for 2009. The membership of this congregation as reported in the last statistical report submitted (twenty members) is included in the statistics that appear in the next paragraph. 

Forty-two sessions submitted annual statistical reports. The total membership in all forty-three congregations at the beginning of 2009 was 4,820. The membership of these congregations as of December 31, 2009 stood at 4,528 – a loss of 6%. Fourteen sessions reported a net gain in membership, twenty sessions reported a net loss in membership, and eight sessions reported no change in membership.

Of the forty-two reporting congregations, eighteen had no baptisms in 2009. In twenty-four congregations children were baptized (ninety-two in all). In ten of these congregations there were also adult baptisms – a total of twenty-five.

Our congregations reported leadership being provided by 192 male elders, 135 female elders, 50 male deacons, and 59 female deacons.  With respect to ethnic composition, sessions reported: 8 Asian members; 408 African-American members; 4 Hispanic members; 1 Native American member; and 4,104 Caucasian members.

Here is a summary of the congregations in the Presbytery of Mississippi by number of confirmed members:

Number of Members                               Number of Congregations 

             1 – 20                                               12   (178 members)

           21 – 40                                                 6   (163 members)

           41 – 60                                                 7   (334 members)

           61 – 80                                                 1   (63 members)

           81 – 100                                               3   (263 members)

         101 – 200                                               5   (706 members)

         201 – 300                                               5   (1,222 members)

         301 – 400                                               2   (731 members)

         401 – 499                                               2   (868 members)

The mean size of our congregations is 105. The median size (and also the mode) is 47. No congregation in 2010 is eligible to send two ruling elder commissioners to presbytery.

Please note that ministerial changes in 2009 were summarized in the Stated Clerk’s report at the meeting of presbytery on February 27, 2010 and may be found in the minutes of that meeting.
3.   Certificates of dismissal have been received for Rev. Philip Williams from the Presbytery of Charlotte, Rev. Heather Williamsen from the Presbytery of St. Andrew, and Rev. Ron Church from the Presbytery of Indian Nations.
4.   The minutes of the commission to ordain and install Rev. Ron Church as pastor of Gautier Presbyterian Church were admitted to record.

Minutes of the Commission to Ordain and Install Rev. Ron Church

as

Pastor of Gautier Presbyterian Church
The commission to ordain and install Mr. Ron Church as pastor of Gautier Presbyterian Church of Gautier, Mississippi met on April 11, 2010 at 4:30 p.m. in the church library. The meeting was opened with prayer by Rev. John Dudley. The following members of the commission, constituting a quorum, were present: Rev. John Dudley, Rev. Steve Ramp, and Elders Bill Fishinger, Bill Hennessey, and Roy Williams. Rev. Steve Ramp was elected to serve as the clerk of the commission. The commission reviewed the order of worship for the installation service. It was agreed that the meeting of the commission would be closed with the benediction in the worship service. Members of the commission then entered the sanctuary for the installation service.

Rev. John Dudley preached the sermon, titled “Pastors, Plumbers, and St. Paul” and based upon I Corinthians 4:1 – 5. Following the singing of a hymn, Dr. Dudley propounded the constitutional questions (W – 4.4003) to Mr. Ron Church. Elder Bill Fishinger directed the constitutional questions (W – 4.4006b) to the congregation. Dr. Dudley then led in the prayer of installation. Dr. Ramp gave a charge to the newly installed pastor, and Elder Bill Hennessey gave a charge to the congregation. Also leading in the worship service were Ms. Pam Martin, Elizabeth Church (Mr. Church’s daughter), and Amanda Bonner Church (Mr. Church’s daughter-in-law). The service was concluded with the pronouncement of the benediction by Rev. Ron Church. 
5.   A resolution from the session of Westminster Presbyterian Church in Hattiesburg was received. Consideration of the resolution was docketed to place immediately following the report of presbytery council.
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS AND VISITORS

Following announcements visitors and first-time elder commissioners were introduced.

PRESBYTERY COUNCIL

Ms. Betty Simmons reported on her attendance and that of Rev. Chas Jones at a Regional Benefits Conference of the Board of Pensions that took place in Tampa, Florida last month. Both Ms. Simmons and Mr. Jones spoke very highly of the event and of the programs of the Board of Pensions.

Rev. Charles Bowdler reported briefly for the Finance Subcommittee. (Financial statements for the first four months of 2010 for both the Ecclesiastical (Per Capita) Budget and the Program (Benevolence) Budget appear at the end of these minutes.)

Mr. Earl Edris, moderator of the Personnel Subcommittee of council, presented the following recommendations on behalf of the council:
The presbytery council recommends that:
1.   presbytery elect Rev. Michael Herrin to become stated clerk effective 

October 1, 2010

2.   remuneration for the new stated clerk total $16,000.00, to be allocated by agreement between the council and Mr. Herrin.
Note:   It is anticipated that the stated clerk will travel to the presbytery office in Hattiesburg on average once every two weeks.

3.   the new stated clerk be trained in his responsibilities by the retiring stated clerk from June 1 through September 30 and that both individuals be paid during this period.

Note:   The responsibilities of the new stated clerk will be identical to those of the retiring stated clerk during the time that the presbytery had an executive presbyter

4.   the retiring stated clerk be employed by the presbytery as administrative presbyter, his responsibilities to consist of those tasks that he assumed upon the conclusion of the term of the executive presbyter and any other tasks that the council or presbytery may from time to time request him to undertake. Such service will entail from six to eight hours a week. Remuneration will be $550.00 a month.

Action items 1 – 4 were approved.

Council’s recommendation that the Self-Development of People Committee be dissolved was also approved.
RESOLUTION

The following resolution from the session of Westminster Presbyterian Church in Hattiesburg was adopted:

Resolved, that the Presbytery of Mississippi is in agreement that its relationship with Bob Cummings, CPA does not and should not preclude his wife Kathryn or his son Robert or any other member of his family from serving as an officer of Westminster Presbyterian Church of Hattiesburg. 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
Ms. Pam McDonald, moderator of Presbyterian Women, submitted the following report:
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Moderator’s Report

“A Journey of Faith” is the subtitle for our study of Joshua.  It could also be the title of our life in Christ.  I love the New International Version translation of Hebrews 11:1: “Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.”  We have an incredible God who has proven faithful to us over many, many generations.

We have nurtured that faith this year in a difficult study of Joshua which has caused us to pray more fervently for peace.  “A Journey of Faith” could also be the subtitle for Aserelene Pickett’s special message as the Vice-Moderator for Justice and Peace.  She chronicled the Presbyterian church in Mississippi as it grew from three disparate groups into one loving and inclusive community of faith, justice, and peace.

The mission of the church is very important to Presbyterian Women.  We have given to the Birthday Offering, Thank Offering, Least Coin, and Joy Gift.  Some of the many ways we supported the mission of the church through benevolent giving are: 


Columbia Friendship Circle

Mission Haven


Stillman College



Pre Escola Linda Bates in Brazil


Brazilian Missionary Training

French Camp/Chamberlain Hunt

We gave generously at our Fall Cluster Gatherings to:


Hancock Food Pantry


Hope Village for Children


Our Daily Bread Ministry


Living Waters for the World

We have also worked hard on local mission efforts directed toward peace and justice as we support battered women’s shelters, abused children’s shelters, food kitchens, and after school tutorials.  We worked in nursing homes, hospitals, and Boys and Girls Clubs.  We made caps for newborn infants and heart patients.  We purchased school supplies for underprivileged children and participated in many more local projects.

We certainly know how to build an inclusive, caring community.  My first job as your moderator was to attend Mission Haven and Columbia Friendship Circle board meetings.  Those caring communities encompass three synods and do remarkable work.  Last year the three synods refurbished the mission housing and the clothes closet and also raised $60,000.00 for scholarships at Columbia Seminary.

As moderator, I am part of a team of five moderators and others that produces the Alabama/Mississippi Women’s Conference.  Over twenty of us attended the conference in Starkville, Mississippi – in the process getting to know women from many other places.  Jackie Moran and I represented you at the Churchwide Gathering with 1,500 women from all across America and other countries.

There were over fifty women from across the presbytery at the Winter Retreat.  Rev. Elizabeth Gabbard and Dr. Dana Lamar led us in a study of our musical heritage.  It was a wonderful time of fellowship and sharing.

Cluster Leaders Jackie Moran, Sara Amos, Inez Dunlap, and Joyce Borum organized the four Fall Cluster Gatherings at Diamondhead Community Church, Prospect Presbyterian Church, First Presbyterian Church of Canton, and Westminster Presbyterian Church in Natchez.  We learned about our study of Joshua in the coming year from Shirley Burris, Spiritual Leadership Developer, and shared ideas to make our local PW units work more effectively. Each gathering was well attended. In March, Presbyterian Women met at First Presbyterian Church in Natchez for our Annual Gathering.  Shirley Middleton led us in a remembrance of those who have entered the Church Triumphant this past year.  We elected Sara Brown, Moderator-Elect; Cynthia McCraw, Secretary; Renee Belote, Cluster D Leader; and Jackie Moran to continue as Cluster A Leader.  Thanks to Myra Hester and the cluster leaders for all their hard work as the search committee.

The highlight of the year was a visit from the Brazilian Mission Team from our sister presbytery in Brazil.  Many thanks are due to Linda Bates, Together in Service Chair, and her husband George who spearheaded the project.  Presbyterian Women outdid themselves in making the team feel welcome.  I pray that their enthusiasm for the Gospel and their love for the Lord and one another (including us) will light fires in each of our churches that will burn brightly for years to come.  Their love and our hospitality are indeed a witness to the promise of God’s kingdom.

Your coordinating team met three times this year to plan activities for the presbytery.  Each member of the team contributed so much to our overall functioning.  Dorothy Daniel and Nora Brunson have faithfully kept our records.  Your Presbyterian Women Coordinating Team is ready, willing, and able to assist any church that needs them.  Thank you, team, for a job well done.  And thank you, Presbyterian Women, for everything you do to make Christ’s reign on earth a reality.

COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY

Rev. Chas Jones presented the following report of the Committee on Ministry:
For information:

1.   In keeping with the authority given to it by presbytery under G 11.0502h, the Committee on Ministry has dissolved the pastoral relation between Rev. Gene Anderson and United Presbyterian Church. The dissolution was effective April 30, 2010. The Committee on Ministry assisted in working out the details of a severance package agreeable to both pastor and congregation. 

2.   The Committee on Ministry has counseled with a session that had failed to pay the dues to the Board of Pensions for its pastor. As a result, a partial payment has been made, and a repayment schedule has been set for the remaining balance due. Thus the pastor is ensured continued medical and pension coverage.

3.   The Committee on Ministry has approved the Church Information Form for Trinity Presbyterian Church of Meridian. The Pastor Nominating Committee is now receiving Personal Information Forms from prospective candidates. 

4.   The Committee on Ministry has interviewed Rev. David Smelser, a Baptist minister who has preached at a number of Presbyterian Church (USA) congregations and is now serving as a chaplain at Leakesville Correctional Facility. The Committee on Ministry has placed his name on the list of approved pulpit supplies.

5.   The Committee on Ministry has set up a subcommittee consisting of three ministers and one ruling elder to consider and to report to the full committee on the matter of examination of all candidates and ministers who seek to become a member of the presbytery. It is the intention of the Committee on Ministry that examinations be thorough and fair both for the presbytery and for those seeking membership. The Committee on Ministry shall report to presbytery on this matter at a later meeting.

For action:

The Committee on Ministry recommends that:

1.   Elder Margaret Brooks of First-Trinity Presbyterian Church be appointed moderator of United Presbyterian Church

2.   the following changes in the terms of call for Rev. Elizabeth Gabbard be approved: an increase of $1,502.00 in salary

3. Rev. William Jones be granted the status of honorable retirement effective August 31, 2010
Action items 1 – 3 were approved.

OTHER ECCLESIASTICAL COMMITTEES

Rev. Andy Hoffecker reported for the Committee on Preparation for Ministry. The committee recommended that candidate Joan Gandy be certified as ready to receive a call. The recommendation was approved.

Rev. Barron Banks reported that the Representation Committee has met, has examined the composition of the committees and other entities in the presbytery, and has found that the principles of diversity and inclusiveness (G-4.0400) are reflected in the structures of presbytery.
PROGRAM COMMITTEES 

Mr. Kennon Singley reported for the Christian Nurture Committee. Junior Camp will take place June 20-24 at Percy Quinn State Park. The Youth Council is being reestablished. Plans are being made to help youth from smaller congregations in the presbytery to attend a Montreat Youth Conference.

Rev. Clark Remsburg reported for the Church Extension Committee. Thirteen members of congregations in the presbytery attended the Faithful Servants Conference in Marianna, Florida. The focus was on opportunities for outreach and service in smaller congregations. Rev. Stan Ott was the speaker.
The following report of the Mission Committee was received as information:

The Presbytery Mission Committee met by conference call on April, 20, 2010 with eight members participating.  From that meeting, the following items are submitted as information.

●  The Hispanic Ministry Program is in the process of organizing another English as a Second Languauge class.  The director of the class will be asked to submit regular reports to the committee.

●   Sara Brown reported from the Hunger Subcommittee that the subcommittee was scheduled to meet on April 22 and was planning to survey the churches in the presbytery with respect to their participation in special offerings.

●   Mission emphasis at Kaleidoscope will be increased in coming years.  In 2011 each church will be given an opportunity to present a display interpreting their mission activities.

●   The special offering taken for Haiti relief on February 14 exceeded  $9,000.  This money has been disbursed in equal amounts to Medical Benevolence Foundation and The Outreach Foundation for use in Haiti..

●   Anyone desiring to participate in a presbytery mission trip to Haiti should contact the presbytery office or George Bates.

●   The Brazil Partnership is continuing, and the next five-year document of partnership will be signed in December at the annual meeting of the Presbytery of the Northeast.

●   Linda Bates, Together in Service Coordinator for Presbyterian Women, reported that a special offering at the spring gathering had been taken.  Participants contributed $670 to support the Center for Missionary Training in Natal, Brazil.

HUNGER SUBCOMMITTEE
The 2010 Hunger Survey has been sent to the moderators of Presbyterian Women or to the contact person for each congregation. Please complete the survey and return it to the presbytery office by June 1. A synopsis of the surveys will be given at the October stated meeting of presbytery. 

Congregations are reminded to mail to the presbytery office their One Great Hour of Sharing offering if this has not already been done.
NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE

The Hattiesburg/Laurel/Meridian cluster reported that it had selected Rev. Steve Ramp to replace Rev. Gene Anderson on the Nominations Committee. Ms. Alice Duckett having resigned as moderator of the Nominations Committee for health reasons, the presbytery then elected Rev. Steve Ramp to serve as moderator in her place.

REVIEW OF SESSIONAL RECORDS

The Committee on Ministry reported that the minutes of the session of Toomsuba Presbyterian Church were approved without exception.
MISCELLANEOUS REPORTS

Rev. Larry Mills reported on the progress of Belhaven University, and Rev. Michael Herrin reported on the work of Chamberlain-Hunt Academy. Rev. Steve Ramp spoke briefly on Cursillo, a presbytery-approved renewal ministry.

THANKS COMMITTEE

Rev. Heather Williamsen expressed the gratitude of the presbytery to the session, members, and staff of Trinity Presbyterian Church for the excellent manner in which they hosted this meeting of presbytery.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, presbytery adjourned with prayer by Rev. Ron Church at 11:52 a.m. to meet, Deo volente, in its next stated meeting at Belhaven University in Jackson on Thursday, October 28, 2010.

Ms. Betty Simmons, Moderator                       ATTEST: __________________________

Dr. John C. Dudley, Stated Clerk                                    John C. Dudley, Stated Clerk

Nota bene: These minutes were read, reviewed, and then approved by the moderator, the vice moderator, the immediate past moderator, and the stated clerk of presbytery.
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