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CALLED MEETING

February 12, 2008

The Presbytery of Mississippi held a called meeting at Westminster Presbyterian Church, Hattiesburg, Mississippi on Tuesday, February 12, 2008 at 1:00 p.m. with the moderator-elect Bobby Robinson, presiding. The meeting was opened with prayer by Rev. John Larson.

ROLL

A quorum was present with the following eighteen ministers and eighteen elders enrolled for the meeting.

Ministers: George Bendall, Charles Bowdler, Scott Castleman, William dePrater, John Dudley, Tim Erskine, Michael Herrin, Charles Jones, Theophilus King, John Larson, Su McLain, Marc Mihail, Steve Ramp, Clint Regen, Cory Stott, Morris Taylor, Sally-Lodge Teel, Jim Truesdell

Elders: Frank Cuervo, Diamondhead; Ralph Loposser, Handsboro; Sarah Amos, Pineview; Barbara Stallcup, Westminster Hattiesburg; J.T. Simmons, Briarwood; Lillian Magruder, Fondren; Herman Mannery, St. Luke’s; Annie Ruth Thigpen, First Lucedale; Norma Bassett, Vernal; Charles Ray, C.L.P. Magnolia; William Mitchell, J.J. White Memorial; Roger Soons, Trinity; Vance Sprague, Pineville; Gary Knight, First Port Gibson; Robert Sanders, United Sandersville; Louis Field and Ken Halford, First Vicksburg; Bobby Robinson, moderator-elect

Corresponding Members: Mickey dePrater (Presbytery of New Hope); Dwyn Mounger (Presbytery of East Tennessee)

Visitors: Jim Brown, Sara Brown, Ann Catron, Greg Elmore, Myra Hester, moderator of Presbyterian Women, Bubba Martin, moderator of Administrative Commission for Grace Chapel Presbyterian Church, Bill Miller, Peggy Miller, Robin Roberts, Heather Sprague

An excused absence was granted to all active minister members not present and to all congregations not represented. An excused absence was also granted to member-at-large David Ray.

Ministers absent without excuse: Barron Banks, George Barnett, Martha Blount, Lynn Miller 

The meeting was called in response to the request of the three ministers and four elders serving on the Administrative Commission for Grace Chapel Presbyterian Church.

The moderator stated that the purpose of the meeting was to consider an overture to the 218th General Assembly proposed by the administrative commission.

Dr. Bubba Martin, moderator of the administrative commission, gave a detailed report of the activities of the commission since its formation on August 27, 2007. A copy of the interim report of the commission appears as an appendix to this set of minutes.

Following Dr. Martin’s remarks, the presbytery voted to meet as a committee of the whole to discuss informally the overture presented by the administrative commission.

After extensive discussion in which many members of the presbytery expressed appreciation to the administrative commission for its work, the presbytery reconvened in formal session.

On behalf of the administrative commission, Dr. Martin moved the adoption of the following overture.

Administrative Commission for Grace Chapel PCUSA

Proposed Overture to the 218th General Assembly

That the Presbytery of Mississippi approve the following overture to the 218th General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (USA):

Be It Resolved that the Presbytery of Mississippi does hereby overture the 218th General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (USA): (1) to temporarily suspend all the rights and privileges of the Evangelical Presbyterian Church of being in correspondence with the Presbyterian Church (USA), and (2) to review its communion relationships with the Evangelical Presbyterian Church to determine why these relationships should not be rescinded if the activities of the Evangelical Presbyterian Church described in our rationale below do not cease. 
RATIONALE
The Presbytery of Mississippi on its own initiative, and at its expense, commenced the process of planting a new church in the southern part of Madison County, MS in 1990.

To this end the Presbytery of Mississippi spent $100,000.00 to acquire land upon which the Grace Chapel Church could be built.

In addition, the Presbytery of Mississippi paid annually the sum of $62,000.00 for the organizing pastor’s terms of call for a period of three years.

Grace Chapel Presbyterian Church (USA) was organized and constituted as a particular church by the Presbytery of Mississippi under the tradition of the Presbyterian Church (USA) on September 10, 1995.

The Presbytery of Mississippi co-signed various promissory notes with the Trustees of Grace Chapel Presbyterian Church (USA) and assumed full obligation for their payment should there be a default in excess of thirty days.

The Presbytery of Mississippi provided support for the growth and development of Grace Chapel Presbyterian Church (USA) by means of prayer and other spiritual encouragement.

The congregation of Grace Chapel is a member of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and of the Presbytery of Mississippi.

In response to an overture to the Presbytery of Mississippi from the session of Grace Chapel Presbyterian Church (USA), the Presbytery of Mississippi adopted a Property Policy based on the assumption that all parties were supportive of the mission of the Presbytery of Mississippi and of the Presbyterian Church (USA).

Pursuant to the adoption of this policy, the Presbytery of Mississippi agreed to a final declaratory judgment for Grace Chapel Presbyterian Church (USA) granting it clear title to the real property of the church.

The then pastor of Grace Chapel Presbyterian Church (USA), in advocating for this action, affirmatively disavowed at that time, and subsequently to a Review Committee of the Synod of Living Waters, any intention to withdraw Grace Chapel Presbyterian Church (USA) from the Presbyterian Church (USA).

When subsequent to this it became obvious to the Presbytery of Mississippi that several of its member churches were beginning to give indications that their congregations might desire to leave the denomination, the Presbytery of Mississippi passed the recommended Guidelines for Withdrawal from the Presbyterian Church (USA) so that if a request were received from any of its member churches it could be handled decently and in order.

The Presbytery of Mississippi was notified by the session of Grace Chapel that a congregational meeting had been scheduled for Sunday, August 5, 2007 to vote to disaffiliate from the Presbyterian Church (USA) and to affiliate with the Evangelical Presbyterian Church. 

The session of Grace Chapel then invited representatives of the Evangelical Presbyterian Church to make a presentation to the members of Grace Chapel while repeatedly refusing to permit representatives of the Presbytery of Mississippi to do likewise.

The session of Grace Chapel, acting upon improper legal advice and ignoring a valid Stay Order of the Permanent Judicial Commission of the Presbytery of Mississippi issued August 1, 2007, held an unauthorized congregational meeting on August 5, 2007 at which the congregation voted 105 to 27 to disaffiliate from the Presbyterian Church (USA) and to affiliate with the Evangelical Presbyterian Church.

The Presbytery of Mississippi through its Administrative Commission for Grace Chapel Presbyterian Church (USA) appointed by the Presbytery of Mississippi at a called meeting of presbytery on August 27, 2007 has been informed by the Evangelical Presbyterian Church that Grace Chapel Presbyterian Church (USA) has already been enrolled as a member church within their National Transition Presbytery as of August 9, 2007 having received notice of this vote and the concurrence of the session of Grace Chapel Presbyterian Church (USA).

The session and pastor of Grace Chapel Presbyterian Church (USA) filed a lawsuit against the Presbytery of Mississippi on August 29, 2007 seeking to enforce the final declaratory judgment previously agreed to by the presbytery and refused several requests from the Administrative Commission for Grace Chapel Presbyterian Church (USA) that the session of Grace Chapel follow the Recommended Guidelines for Withdrawal of a Congregation from the Presbyterian Church (USA).

The Evangelical Presbyterian Church through its Stated Clerk and the Chairman of the National Transition Presbytery of the Evangelical Presbyterian Church has been informed that these actions on behalf of the congregation and the Evangelical Presbyterian Church were taken with complete disregard for, and in defiance of, the Constitution of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the presbytery’s Recommended Guidelines for Withdrawal of a Congregation from the Presbyterian Church (USA).

The Evangelical Presbyterian Church was requested to remove Grace Chapel Presbyterian Church (USA) from its roll of churches until such time as it could properly be dismissed by the Presbytery of Mississippi which they have categorically refused to do.

The congregation of Grace Chapel Presbyterian Church (USA) amended the By-Laws of the church on August 26, 2007 striking all references to the Presbytery of Mississippi and the Presbyterian Church (USA) and changing the name of the church to Grace Chapel Presbyterian Church (EPC).

The Administrative Commission for Grace Chapel Presbyterian Church (USA) has duly assessed the situation regarding Grace Chapel Presbyterian Church (USA), has been apprised of the desire of said congregation to disaffiliate from the Presbyterian Church (USA) and to become affiliated with the Evangelical Presbyterian Church, and has attempted to respond and resolve the lawsuit filed by Grace Chapel against the Presbytery of Mississippi in the Chancery Court of Madison County, MS which is still active.

The Administrative Commission for Grace Chapel Presbyterian Church (USA) has observed a high level of resistance and lack of a desire for cooperation from the session and some of the members of Grace Chapel towards the Presbytery of Mississippi, enhanced by the above mentioned actions of the Evangelical Presbyterian Church.

The Administrative Commission for Grace Chapel Presbyterian Church (USA) has been advised that other presbyteries of the Presbyterian Church (USA) have had similar issues involving congregations seeking to withdraw from the Presbyterian Church (USA) and to join the Evangelical Presbyterian Church.

The Administrative Commission for Grace Chapel Presbyterian Church (USA) believes that the continuation of such actions by the Evangelical Presbyterian Church is detrimental to the fellowship between the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the Evangelical Presbyterian Church.

(End of Overture)

A substitute motion was made and seconded to send the following letter to the General Assembly Council rather than approving the overture.

The Rev. Allison Seed, Chair, General Assembly Council

The Rev. Clifton Kirkpatrick, Stated Clerk

Dear Reverends Seed and Kirkpatrick:


Grace and peace to you from the Presbytery of Mississippi.  Thanks to much help, we are recovering from Hurricane Katrina. However, other foul winds are blowing, and we seek your help. Our concern deals with the best way to respond to the unwelcome interference and hostile actions of the Evangelical Presbyterian Church and the harm this is causing in our presbytery. 


For example, in 1995, this presbytery organized a church near Jackson, Mississippi called Grace Chapel. We invested hundreds of thousands of dollars in the property and support during the congregation’s early years. On August 5, 2007, with active encouragement from the EPC, and against our wishes, the congregation voted to disaffiliate from the PC(USA). 


We are aggrieved because the congregational vote was railroaded by the pastor and session who adamantly refused to permit the presbytery to address the congregation before the vote was taken. We are angered because the vote intentionally defied a stay issued by our Permanent Judicial Commission. When we appointed an Administrative Commission to deal with this, Grace Chapel informed us that they have joined the EPC and filed suit against the presbytery.  We are now a defendant being sued by a church claiming EPC status!  


We would not be in this position but for the active involvement of the EPC, which encouraged the congregation to leave, and which accepted this congregation while the presbytery was contesting the election. This is hostile. This is morally wrong. It is illegal.  


We object to representatives of the EPC visiting Grace Chapel and encouraging the congregation to quit the PC(USA). We object to the EPC’s unlawful attempt to enroll a congregation that is still a member of the PC(USA). We object to the EPC’s refusal to remove Grace Chapel from their roll even after we communicated to them the irregular and unconstitutional nature of Grace Chapel’s attempt to separate from us.


We have expressed our concerns to the EPC’s leadership but have received no satisfaction. Therefore we request that the General Assembly Council appoint a task force to meet with leaders of the Evangelical Presbyterian Church and with the New Wineskins Association to develop a constitutional and orderly process of transferring congregations between our denominations that will include pledges from all parties that they will not actively promote withdrawal or schism, nor will they accept congregations from any other body unless that body has lawfully dismissed those congregations according to its own constitutional requirements.

We look forward to working with you as we all continue to pursue the peace, unity and purity of the Church of Jesus Christ.


This letter was approved at a called meeting of the presbytery held on February 12, 2008.

The Presbytery of Mississippi

By:  _____________________


Moderator 

Neither the substitute motion nor the main motion was amended. The moderator therefore declared that both were perfected.

It was moved and seconded that the substitute motion become the main motion. This motion was approved. 

An amendment was offered to strike in the sixth paragraph of the letter the phrase beginning with “the General Assembly Council appoint” and concluding with “those congregations according to its own constitutional requirements” and to insert in its place “the Stated Clerk and the general counsel of the General Assembly Council file a formal complaint with the governing bodies of the Evangelical Presbyterian Church and the New Wineskins Association of Churches requesting them, jointly and severally, to cease and desist from recruiting or receiving congregations of the PC(USA) before they are officially dismissed, and to meet with representatives of such bodies for the purpose of coming to an amicable agreement with respect to such matters.” This amendment was approved.

The main motion (i.e., the prior substitute motion) as amended was approved.

The letter as amended follows.

February 12, 2008

The Rev. Allison Seed, Chair. General Assembly Council

The Rev. Clifton Kirkpatrick, Stated Clerk

Dear Reverends Seed and Kirkpatrick:


Grace and peace to you from the Presbytery of Mississippi. Thanks to much help, we are recovering from Hurricane Katrina. However, other foul winds are blowing, and we seek your help. Our concern deals with the best way to respond to the unwelcome interference and hostile actions of the Evangelical Presbyterian Church and the harm this is causing in our presbytery. 


For example, in 1995, this presbytery organized a church near Jackson,  Mississippi called Grace Chapel. We invested hundreds of thousands of dollars in the property and support during the congregation’s early years. On August 5, 2007, with active encouragement from the EPC, and against our wishes, the congregation voted to disaffiliate from the PC(USA). 


We are aggrieved because the congregational vote was railroaded by the pastor and session who adamantly refused to permit the presbytery to address the congregation before the vote was taken. We are angered because the vote intentionally defied a stay issued by our Permanent Judicial Commission. When we appointed an Administrative Commission to deal with this, Grace Chapel informed us that they have joined the EPC and filed suit against the presbytery. We are now a defendant being sued by a church claiming EPC status!  


We would not be in this position but for the active involvement of the EPC, which encouraged the congregation to leave, and which accepted this congregation while the presbytery was contesting the election. This is hostile. This is morally wrong. It is illegal.  


We object to representatives of the EPC visiting Grace Chapel and encouraging the congregation to quit the PC(USA). We object to the EPC’s unlawful attempt to enroll a congregation that is still a member of the PC(USA). We object to the EPC’s refusal to remove Grace Chapel from their roll even after we communicated to them the irregular and unconstitutional nature of Grace Chapel’s attempt to separate from us.


We have expressed our concerns to the EPC’s leadership, but have received no satisfaction. Therefore we request that the Stated Clerk and the general counsel of the General Assembly Council file a formal complaint with the governing bodies of the Evangelical Presbyterian Church and the New Wineskins Association of Churches requesting them, jointly and severally, to cease and desist from recruiting or receiving congregations of the PC(USA) before they are officially dismissed, and to meet with representatives of such bodies for the purpose of coming to an amicable agreement with respect to such matters.

We look forward to working with you as we all continue to pursue the peace, unity and purity of the Church of Jesus Christ.


This letter was approved at a called meeting of the presbytery held on February 12, 2008.

The Presbytery of Mississippi

By:  _____________________


Moderator 

The purpose of the called meeting having been fulfilled, the meeting was adjourned with prayer by Dr. Marc Mihail at 2:55 p.m. with special intercession for Joe Herrington, husband of the moderator of presbytery, who was seriously injured in an automobile accident.

Bobby Robinson, Moderator                                Attest: __________________________

Dr. John C. Dudley, Stated Clerk                                     John C. Dudley

APPENDIX

Interim Report to the Presbytery of Mississippi

Administrative Commission for Grace Chapel PCUSA

February 12, 2008

On August 27, 2007, the Administrative Commission for Grace Chapel Presbyterian Church (USA) (also GCAC) was constituted and appointed by the Presbytery of Mississippi (also Presbytery) to assess the situation at Grace Chapel Presbyterian Church (USA) (also Grace Chapel), to obtain legal counsel if required, to assume original jurisdiction of the session if appropriate and to make a report and recommendations to presbytery.  The GCAC consists of the Revs. Su McLain, Marc Mihail, and Scott Castleman, and Elders Bob Friley, Robin Roberts, James Craig, and A. M. “Bubba” Martin, Moderator of the GCAC.

Before the commission could meet and begin to organize, the presbytery was served with a lawsuit in Chancery Court in Madison County, MS on August 29th seeking a restraining order against the presbytery to prevent the GCAC from accomplishing any of its duties under the Constitution of the Presbyterian Church (USA) (also PCUSA).  Immediately the commission met and the first order of business was to employ an attorney, Mr. Jimmy Robertson of Wise, Carter, Child & Caraway, Jackson, MS to represent the presbytery.  Since the lawsuit intended to prevent the GCAC and the presbytery from performing any of its ecclesiastical duties which raised issues under the First Amendment of the United States Constitution, it was deemed necessary to have the matter removed to U.S. District Court in Jackson for adjudicating.  This was done on September 20th.  After the exchange of filings in Federal Court between Wise Carter and Baker Donelson, the law firm representing Grace Chapel, Judge Dan Jordan issued an Order on December 21st remanding the case back to Chancery Court.  The matter is now there awaiting a hearing on our Motion to Dismiss.

Since August 27th, the GCAC has met fourteen times, either face-to-face or by conference call, or by a combination of both.  Meetings have been held with the attorney representing the presbytery, with the session of Grace Chapel and with some of the members of Grace Chapel who have chosen to remain in the PCUSA.  The GCAC has sought to meet with the members of Grace Chapel who wish to leave the denomination but all attempts by the GCAC have been consistently and vigorously rejected by the session of Grace Chapel.  The possibility of the GCAC dismissing the session and assuming original jurisdiction has been considered, but on the advice of legal counsel, and as a result of other events that have been discovered, this has not been deemed feasible.

What are these other events?  As background, you may remember that on February 24, 2007 the presbytery authorized the signing of a Final Declaratory Judgment in favor of Grace Chapel which was subsequently filed in the property records of the Chancery Court of Madison County on March 23rd.  On July 1st Rev. Steve Bryant, the pastor of Grace Chapel informed the session of Grace Chapel that he was leaving the PCUSA and going to the Evangelical Presbyterian Church (also EPC).  The session approved a called meeting of the Grace Chapel congregation for August 5th to vote to disaffiliate from the PCUSA.  The executive presbyter of the presbytery, Dr. William dePrater, and the Moderator of the Committee on Ministry of the presbytery, Dr. Steve Ramp, both wrote to the session and to Steve Bryant requesting opportunity to speak with the session and for the called congregational meeting to be postponed.  Bill dePrater and Steve Ramp met with the session and pastor of Grace Chapel on July 19th.  During that meeting both Steve Ramp and Bill dePrater requested that presbytery be permitted to meet with the members of Grace Chapel before a congregational meeting could be held and recommended that the session follow the Recommended Guidelines of Presbytery adopted on June 18th.  On July 25th, at the invitation of the session, representatives from the EPC made a Wednesday night presentation of about one hour long to the Grace Chapel members, following which the session notified the presbytery that their offer to meet with the members of Grace Chapel was rejected and that the vote would occur on August 5th as planned.  A Request for Remedial Action was filed by Bill and Peggy Miller, members of Grace Chapel seeking to enjoin the session from holding a congregational meeting on August 5th and allowing the vote to occur.  The Permanent Judicial Commission of presbytery issued a Stay on August 1st to enjoin Grace Chapel from voting.  This was properly signed by Revs. Chris Bullock and Sally Lodge-Teel and by Elders John H. White, Jr. and Ann J. Catron.  Drs. Steve Ramp and Lynn Miller recused themselves from signing to avoid a potential conflict of interest.  The session of Grace Chapel upon legal advice from their attorneys declared the Stay to be illegal and the congregational meeting was held on August 5th and the vote took place: 105 to disaffiliate from the PCUSA and to affiliate with the EPC and 27 against.

That same day, August 5th, an application was sent to the EPC requesting that both Steve Bryant and the Grace Chapel congregation be taken into the EPC.  On August 10th an email was received by the stated clerk of the Presbytery of Mississippi from Steve Bryant renouncing the jurisdiction of the PCUSA and informing the stated clerk that on August 9th both he and the Grace Chapel Church had been received into the National Transition Presbytery of the EPC.  Upon learning that this had in fact taken place, the GCAC immediately sent a certified letter to Rev. Dr. Jeff Jeremiah, the Stated Clerk of the EPC on September 24th and informed him that Grace Chapel had not been dismissed from the PCUSA including reference to those sections of the Book of Order of the PCUSA applying to the dismissal of a particular church and that by receiving Grace Chapel into the EPC, they were in clear violation of the Constitution of the PCUSA.  Dr. Jeremiah responded by letter on October 24th informing the GCAC that “The National Transition Presbytery received their application for membership, found it to be in good order, and received the church and its pastor into the Presbytery. Having reviewed this process, the Committee on Administration does not believe that we have made an error in taking this action: Grace Chapel EPC is a member in good standing in the EPC.”  He then referred the GCAC to Mr. John Adamson, the chair of the National Transition Presbytery who could be contacted only via email.  We contacted Mr. Adamson by email on November 1st urging the National Transition Presbytery of the EPC to delete and/or suspend Grace Chapel from the EPC directory of churches since Grace Chapel had not been dismissed by the presbytery.  On November 21st the GCAC received this reply from Mr. Adamson: “…August 5, 2007, the Session of Grace Chapel Presbyterian Church, the churches’ (sic) governing body, and its Pastor Steve Bryant submitted an application for Transitional Membership into the Evangelical Presbyterian Church.  August 9, 2007, the Administrative Commission of the National Transition Presbytery, EPC, met to review the application of Grace Chapel Presbyterian Church.  The application was in order and the Commission unanimously approved the application.  Grace Chapel Presbyterian Church, now Grace Chapel Evangelical Presbyterian Church, is a member in good standing of the Evangelical Presbyterian Church.  We trust the actions of your Commission will soon cease…”  To this, Rev. Dr. Clifton Kirkpatrick, Stated Clerk of the General Assembly of the PCUSA, who having received copies of all correspondence, wrote to Dr. Jeremiah on November 30th informing him that: “…in recent months the Office of the General Assembly has received complaints from our presbyteries concerning the reception of congregations and ministers by the EPC prior to Constitutional release by PC(USA) presbyteries. We have also received information that Evangelical Presbyterian Church representatives have been actively recruiting, seeking, and initiating contact with PC(USA) congregations to encourage their leaving this denomination.  Both practices are contrary to the principles and expectations of our respective Books of Order.  I am writing to request that your office advise your presbyteries – including the transitional presbytery – they should abide by the processes in our Books of Order.  If this pattern continues unabated, I expect one or more of our presbyteries will overture the 218th General Assembly of the PC(USA) next summer, requesting that the assembly examine the basis of the PC(USA)’s relationship with the Evangelical Presbyterian Church.  Such examination might well result in the 218th General Assembly taking action that would adversely affect the relationship between our two communions and the possibility of being able to transfer congregations between our presbyteries in the future.”  It is of interest that the Book of Order of the EPC requires the presbytery of the EPC to dismiss a particular church seeking to leave the EPC much like the provisions in our Recommended Guidelines.  But for receiving churches into the EPC it only requires a vote of the congregation to affiliate with the EPC, the filing of an application for membership and the concurrence of the governing body – defined by the EPC to be the session!  In taking this action the EPC has categorically defied the provision of the Book of Order of the PCUSA which states in part: “The presbytery is responsible…to divide, dismiss, or dissolve churches in consultation with their members;…”  (G-11.0103i)

Further complicating this matter is the fact that on August 26th, Grace Chapel held another called congregational meeting at which the by-laws of Grace Chapel were amended to strike all references to the PCUSA and rename the church Grace Chapel Presbyterian Church, EPC.  This was subsequently recorded in the Office of the Secretary of State for Mississippi on October 24th.  As of this moment, the session of Grace Chapel believes that Grace Chapel is a member church of the EPC, but the August 29th lawsuit against presbytery seeking a restraining order has not been dismissed!

How did the presbytery and Grace Chapel come to this confrontational litigation, especially since it was the presbytery that set in motion the events in the early 1990s that led to the organizing of Grace Chapel Presbyterian Church on September 10, 1995 and which paid monies in excess of $286,000.00 for this purpose?  One need only look to a recapitulation of the actions of its pastor, Steve Bryant over the past two years:

April 23, 2006 - Steve Bryant became the pastor of Grace Chapel and in doing so he reaffirmed his ordination vows in the PCUSA.

June 17-24, 2006 – meeting of the 217th General Assembly in Birmingham, AL.

July 13, 2006 - the presbytery held a called meeting to take action on a resolution from Grace Chapel (Steve Bryant now the pastor) regarding the actions of the 217th General Assembly in approving the Report of the PUP Task Force and to consider the nature of our future relationship to the national church.  This was primarily regarding the notion of some that the provisions contained in G-6.0106b of the Book of Order could be declared a scruple by gays and lesbians seeking to become ordained as ministers, elders, and deacons in the PCUSA.  An ad hoc committee was appointed  by presbytery to address this concern  consisting of the minister and elder commissioners of presbytery to the past four General Assemblies – which committee included Steve Bryant.  At this meeting the presbytery affirmed the stated position of the session of Grace Chapel that it held clear title to all its property.

October 19, 2006 - the report of the ad hoc committee was presented at the stated meeting of presbytery addressing only matters related to the ownership of church property – no reference to G-6.0106b!  This was referred back to the ad hoc committee for clarification.

November 30, 2006 - the report was again presented at a called meeting of presbytery and the current Property Policy of the Presbytery of Mississippi was approved.

December 14, 2006 – at a court hearing for a TRO (Temporary Restraining Order) filed against the presbytery by the former session of J.J. White Memorial Presbyterian Church, Steve Bryant was actively involved along with an attorney from Baton Rouge, Louisiana in supporting Rev. Lane Stephenson and that former session in its actions against presbytery.  Since then, Rev. Lane Stephenson actively participated in the schism within the J.J. White Memorial Church, and he and a number of the members have united with the PCA.

February 24, 2007 - the presbytery approved the wording for a Final Declaratory Judgment (FDJ) to be entered into with First Presbyterian Church of Pascagoula,  J.J. White Memorial,  and First Presbyterian Church of Vicksburg at the stated meeting of presbytery.  At this meeting Steve Bryant requested that a similar FDJ be signed with Grace Chapel and this was approved by presbytery.

March 23rd – the Grace Chapel FDJ was filed in Chancery Court of Madison County, MS.

June 18th - there was a called meeting of presbytery at which Recommended Guidelines for Withdrawal of a Congregation from the PCUSA was approved.  The inclusion of the word “recommended” in the title was urged by Steve Bryant.

July 1st – Steve Bryant informed the session of Grace Chapel that he was going to leave the PCUSA and join the EPC.  The session set August 5th as the date for a called congregational meeting to vote to disaffiliate with the PCUSA and to affiliate with the EPC.

July 19th –  Steve Ramp and Bill dePrater met with the session of Grace Chapel. Throughout that meeting, the session was extremely resistant to even hearing any information regarding the polity and theology positions of the PC(USA) which contradicted the information that they had received from the New Wineskins Movement, as well as that which had been shared with them.  Steve Ramp and Bill dePrater left that meeting concerned over how the session was closed to receiving information regarding the PC(USA), but at the same time hopeful that one or more elders on the session would encourage the session to abide by the Recommended Guidelines approved by presbytery.

August 10th – an email letter is received by the stated clerk of the presbytery in which Steve Bryant renounced the jurisdiction of the PCUSA and the Presbytery of Mississippi, and immediately his name was removed from the rolls as a Minister of the Word and Sacrament and as a member of the PCUSA.  He further stated in the email that he and the congregation had been received into the EPC on August 9th.

August 14th – Steve Bryant was informed by Rev. Michael Herrin, a member of Presbytery Council, that Council had called a meeting of presbytery for August 27th to consider the resolution concerning Grace Chapel.

August 27th – Steve Bryant was informed by Rev. Andy Hoffecker, a member of presbytery who was present at the called meeting of presbytery that the resolution had been approved and that an Administrative Commission for Grace Chapel had been appointed.

August 29th – upon affidavit by Steve Bryant, Grace Chapel filed a lawsuit against the presbytery in Chancery Court of Madison County, MS.

Although there may have been some prior concerns expressed by some members of Grace Chapel concerning recent actions of the General Assembly that might impact the ordination and installation of gays and lesbians as ministers and officers in the PCUSA, the impetus of Steve Bryant in facilitating the current turmoil regarding Grace Chapel is readily apparent.  Since Steve Bryant has renounced the jurisdiction of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and been received into the EPC, no action regarding him is deemed appropriate other than the publication of this account. 

It is the view of the Administrative Commission for Grace Chapel Presbyterian Church (USA) that the Administrative Commission take no further action at this time regarding either the dissolution of Grace Chapel PC(USA), or its dismissal to the Evangelical Presbyterian Church, until: (1) the lawsuit against the Presbytery of Mississippi is dismissed with prejudice, (2) the 218th General Assembly has acted upon the above overture and (3) that Grace Chapel Presbyterian Church gives some monetary consideration toward assisting the Presbytery of Mississippi in future efforts toward New Church Development in South Madison County, MS to replace Grace Chapel as a particular church in the Presbyterian Church (USA).
Approved by the Administrative Commission for Grace Chapel Presbyterian Church (USA) by a unanimous vote at its meeting on January 21, 2008

STATED MEETING
February 23, 2008


The Presbytery of Mississippi met for its eighty-first stated meeting at First Presbyterian Church in Brookhaven on Saturday, February 23, 2008 at 9:00 a.m. with former moderator Dr. Bubba Martin presiding. The meeting began with the worship service led by Mr. Ed Wolff, commissioned lay pastor of the host church. The sermon, titled “Two Sowers, One Field” and based upon Matthew 13:24 – 30, was delivered by Rev. Tim Erskine. Following the sermon Mr. Wolff and Mr. Erskine led in the celebration of the Eucharist.

ROLL

A quorum was present with the following twenty-four ministers and thirty-three elders enrolled for the meeting:

	Churches
	Ministers
	Elders

	
	
	

	Bay St. Louis, First
	Rob Butler
	without representation

	Bay Springs, Gavin Chapel
	vacant

	Lorenzo King

	Brookhaven, First
	Edwin J. Wolff, CLP
	without representation

	Canton, First
	vacant
	without representation

	Diamondhead, Diamondhead
	Chas Jones**
	without representation

	Gautier, Gautier
	Chris Bullock*
	without representation

	Gulfport, Handsboro
	Scott Castleman
	Ralph Loposser

	Gulfport, New Life Community
	Scott Castleman
	David Hill

	Gulfport, Westminster
	George Bendall

Karen Bullock,**             Int. Assoc.Pastor
	Milton Harris

	Hattiesburg, Pineview
	T.S.
	Sarah Amos

	Hattiesburg, Westminster
	Steve Ramp
	Althea Jerome

	Heidelberg, Fairview
	vacant
	Fannie Triplett

	Heidelberg, McFarland

	vacant
	without representation

	Heidelberg, Pisgah
	Norma Loposser, CLP
	without representation

	Jackson, Briarwood
	Charles Bowdler
	J.T. Simmons

	Jackson, Faith
	William Jones*
	without representation

	Jackson, Fondren
	vacant
	Helen Boone

	Jackson, St. Luke’s
	vacant
	Johnnie Burse

	Kosciusko, Alexander Memorial
	vacant
	without representation

	Laurel, First-Trinity
	James Truesdell
	Sara Brown

	Liberty, Liberty
	vacant
	Rick Stratton

	Liberty, Unity Memorial
	vacant
	Hank Lewis

	Long Beach, Long Beach
	Richard Jones, I.P.*
	Sally Baulay

	Lucedale, First
	James Rackley, S.S.
	Annie Ruth Thigpen

	Lucedale, Vernal

	vacant
	Peggy McLeod

	Madison, Grace Chapel
	vacant
	without representation

	Magnolia, Magnolia
	Charles Ray, CLP
	without representation

	McComb, J.J. White Memorial
	vacant
	Beth Wild

	Meridian, Jones Memorial
	T.S.
	Jerry Snell

	Meridian, Prospect
	T.S.
	Kim Culpepper

	Meridian, Trinity
	Cory Stott
	Clara Grace

	Natchez, First
	John Larson
	Courtney Aldridge

	Natchez, Westminster
	Marc Mihail
	without representation

	Newton, Pilgrim Grove
	Mattie Jordan, CLP**
	without representation

	Ocean Springs, First
	vacant
	Thomas McIlwain

	Osyka, Osyka
	vacant
	without representation

	Pascagoula, First
	Clint Regen**
	without representation

	Pass Christian, Pineville
	T.S.
	Vance Sprague

	Poplarville, Ruth Memorial
	Sally-Lodge Teel, S.S.
	without representation

	Port Gibson, First
	Michael Herrin
	Robert St. John

	Sandersville, United
	vacant
	Robert Sanders

	Toomsuba, Toomsuba
	vacant
	without representation

	Vicksburg, First

	Tim Erskine
	Louis Field

Larry Lambiotte

Bobby Robinson***

	Vicksburg, Yokena
	David Daniels, S.S.*
	Bob Friley

	Wiggins, Wiggins

	Bill Pettey, CLP*
	Charles Herrington

	*=Excused      **=Absent Without Excuse      ***=G.11.0101c


Other Ministers Present:   Bill dePrater, John Dudley, Theophilus King, Ron McFarland, Su McLain,  Lynn Miller, David Ray, Clarence Roberts, Bill Smith, Calvin Triplett, and Richard Swayze

Other Ministers with Excused Absence:  All honorably retired ministers, except those listed above as being present, and Martha Blount

Ministers Absent without Excuse: Barron Banks, George Barnett, Andy Hoffecker, and Joe Martin 

Corresponding Members:  Elizabeth Coleman (Presbytery of Greater Atlanta), Mickey dePrater (Presbytery of New Hope), Dwyn Mounger (Presbytery of East Tennessee)

Other Visitors:  Norma Bassett, George Bates (moderator of Mission Committee), Linda Bates, Martha Cherry, Myra Hester (moderator of Presbyterian Women), Roberta Hill, Judith Larson, Bubba Martin (moderator of Administrative Commission for Grace Chapel), Pete McLeod, Peggy Miller, Alice Rackley, Hilda Roberts, Betty Simmons, Clark Simmons (Board of Pensions), Pearce Sunderland, Jimmy Vessell, Leigh White (moderator of Christian Nurture Committee), and a large number of members of St. Luke’s Presbyterian Church

The docket presented by the stated clerk, Rev. John Dudley, was adopted. Mr. Bobby Robinson was installed as the new moderator. (Ms. Peggie Herrington, the retiring moderator, was unable to be present because of her husband’s hospitalization as the result of a serious car accident.) Mr. Robinson appointed elders Henry Lewis and Ralph Loposser and commissioned lay pastor Charles Ray to the Bills and Overtures Committee. Ms. Myra Hester, moderator of Presbyterian Women, and Rev. Lynn Miller were appointed to the Thanks Committee.  Mr. Ed Wolff welcomed the presbytery to First Presbyterian Church.

REPORT OF THE STATED CLERK

Communications and other matters presented by the stated clerk were handled as indicated:

1. Excused absences were granted as requested and as reflected in the roll for this meeting.

2. In partial fulfillment of G-11.0305a the stated clerk presented the following report on ministerial changes and other matters in 2007:

I.   Ministerial Changes, 2007

     Ministers on Roll, January 1, 2007                      61

     Ministers Deceased                                               0

     Ministers Dismissed to Other Presbyteries            5 (Tim Brown, Morris Ehrlich,

                                                                                         Roger Green, John Kirstein,

                                                                                         Geoff McLean)

     Ministers Dismissed to Other Denominations       1 (Lane Stephenson)

     Permanent Removal from the Roll                        1 (Steve Bryant)

     Ministers Received from Other Presbyteries         4 (George Bendall, Rob Butler,

                                                                                          Tim Erskine, Marc Mihail)

     Ministers Ordained by the Presbytery                    0 

     Ministers Received from Other Denominations      0

     Ministers Restored to the Roll                                0

     Ministers on Roll, January 1, 2008                       58

     Number of Installations                                          4 (George Bendall, Rob Butler,

                                                                                          Tim Erskine, Marc Mihail)

     Number of Dissolutions                                          2 (Tim Brown, Geoff McLean) 

II.   Commissioned Lay Pastors                                   5 (Mattie Jordan, Norma                                                         

                                                                                          Loposser, Bill Pettey                  

                                                                                          Charles Ray, Edwin J. Wolff) 

III.   Churches on Roll, January 1, 2007                    46

       Additions                                                               0

       Dissolutions                                                          0

       Dismissals                                                            1

       Churches on Roll, January 1, 2007                    45

IV.   Certified Christian Educators                               1 (Martha Blount)   

V.   Inquirers on Roll, January 1, 2008                        3 (Joan Gandy, Chris Barnhardt, 

                                                                                          Calvin Triplett)

       Candidates on Roll, January 1, 2008                    1 (Martha Cherry)  

Please note that most of these numbers reflect the situation as of January 1, 2008. Actions taken by the Committee on Ministry in late January 2008 and actions taken by presbytery at its meeting on February 23, 2008 may change many of these numbers.

3.   The stated clerk gave a brief report on session annual statistical reports. Thirty-five out of forty-five sessions have submitted reports. These reports indicate that the confirmed membership of the presbytery decreased by 1,163 in 2007 – a loss of more than 19.4%. A more detailed report will be presented at the May 2008 stated meeting.

4.   A request from the session of Pineview Presbyterian Church for a waiver of the limitations on reelection of elders after six years (G-14.0226c) was granted.

5.   The stated clerk read a letter from Jean McConnell, widow of Rev. Joe McConnell, expressing her deep appreciation to the staff of the Board of Pensions for the great care and concern shown to her since her husband’s death.                                                                                            

. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS

   Following announcements, visitors and first-time elder commissioners were introduced. Minister members of other presbyteries were welcomed as corresponding members and granted the privilege of the floor.

PRESBYTERY COUNCIL

Dr. Bill dePrater presented a comprehensive report of his activities as executive presbyter from June 15, 2006 to the present. 

In the absence of the moderator of the Finance Subcommittee, Dr. dePrater presented the proposed Benevolence Budget for 2008 which was adopted by the presbytery. (This budget appears as an appendix to this set of minutes.)

Ms. Myra Hester, moderator of Presbyterian Women, presented the following report: 

Presbyterian Women in the Presbytery of Mississippi are continuing the “Casserole Caravan” to the coast. Schedules have changed some, but we are assured by those on the coast that these casseroles are still being used to feed those who are coming to help in the ongoing rebuilding efforts.  

In June PW leaders Diane Blakenhorn, Linda Soons, Patty McKinley, Jane Bloss, Peggy Miller, Sara Brown, and Myra Hester attended the PW Synod Training held at First Presbyterian Church in Franklin, Tennessee.  They were joined by PW members

Aserlene Pickett and Betty Arnold for the PW Synod of Living Waters Triennial Gathering.




In July Presbyterian Women from Alabama and Mississippi gathered at Belhaven College in Jackson, Mississippi for our annual AL/MS Women’s Conference. Rev. Janice Catron gave the overview of this year’s Horizon Bible Study, “Above and Beyond: Hearing God’s Call in Jonah and Ruth.”  There were also eight workshop choices for participants to choose from. 

In September and October we held four Cluster Gatherings. Cluster A met at Handsboro Presbyterian Church in Gulfport, Cluster B met at Jones Memorial Presbyterian Church in Meridian, Cluster C met at Briarwood Presbyterian Church in Jackson, and Cluster D met at First Presbyterian Church in Port Gibson. At all four gatherings Rev. Bill dePrater gave us updates on the Presbytery of Mississippi and on the larger church. Also at all four gatherings Norma Loposser gave an overview of this year’s Horizon Bible Study. All Presbytery CT Leaders gave workshops at each cluster for the PW Leaders in the congregations. At the Cluster C Gathering in Jackson, Gloria Moorman, PW Moderator of the Presbytery of Mid-Kentucky, spoke on Justice and Peace.  Over two hundred women attended these gatherings and contributed over $2000.00 to the mission objectives of these meetings. 

In January over fifty women attended the Annual PW Winter Retreat at St. Mary of the Pines in Chatawa, Mississippi.  Dee Koza, Certified Christian Educator from Decatur, Alabama led us in “Finding God…Finding Home.”  

Our email newsletters are proving successful. The last is on the Presbytery of Mississippi website and the PW Synod website. All the individual women in the congregations who are now receiving their own copies by email are very enthusiastic about being able to access news and pictures of PW events in our presbytery.  

Respectfully submitted

Myra Hester, Moderator

The following items were presented for information:

1.  The next stated meeting of presbytery will take place on Thursday, May 15, 2008 at 

      First Presbyterian Church in Vicksburg.

2,   Council approved the purchase of a computer for the use of the stated clerk, the 

      cost not to exceed $1,000, with funds to be taken out of reserves.

3. Council approved sending a letter from the Finance Subcommittee to congregations clarifying the presbytery’s financial needs for 2008 and explaining each congregation’s fair share of the 2008 benevolence budget.

4. Council unanimously endorsed the report of the Task Force on Presbytery Structure.

5. Council approved the recommendations of Bobby Robinson, incoming moderator, for appointees to the Finance and Personnel Subcommittees.

6. Council approved a motion to appoint a subcommittee to handle our relationship with the Voice, the newspaper of the Synod of Living Waters. Moderators will be strongly encouraged to provide timely information to the subcommittee.

The following items for action were approved:

1.   That Presbyterian Church (USA) ministers be authorized to serve communion at retreats held by Mississippi Presbytery Cursillo.

2.   That presbytery find that there is no imbalance in representation of ruling elders and teaching elders at meetings of presbytery and that presbytery is therefore in compliance with G-11.0101b.

The following “first reading” of a proposed amendment to the Standing Rules was presented:

That 22.1.10 in the Standing Rules be amended by striking the phrase “to be held the first weekend after Easter” in the first sentence and inserting after the first sentence “This renewal weekend shall usually be held the weekend after Easter.” As amended the first two sentences of 22.1.10 would read as follows: “To plan and organize a Pastors Renewal Weekend to be held annually. This renewal weekend shall usually be held the weekend after Easter.”

REPORT FROM THE BOARD OF PENSIONS

Mr. Clark Simmons, our area representative with the Board of Pensions, gave a brief report. He underscored the strong financial position of the Board of Pensions. He also called attention to recent changes in regulations governing 403(b)(9) investments. The Board of Pensions is studying these changes and will advise all members who have these investment instruments. 

COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY

As a courtesy to the large number of members of St. Luke’s Presbyterian Church attending the meeting, Dr. Steve Ramp, moderator of the Committee on Ministry, presented the following recommendation:

   That Rev. Theophilus King be approved as designated pastor for two years at St. Luke’s Presbyterian Church.

The recommendation was approved. (See also information item 4 under the report of the Committee on Ministry later in this set of minutes.)

ADMINISTRATIVE COMMISSION FOR GRACE CHAPEL

Dr. Bubba Martin, moderator of the Administrative Commission for Grace Chapel Presbyterian Church, presented the following report:

On August 27, 2007, the Administrative Commission for Grace Chapel Presbyterian Church (USA) (also GCAC) was constituted and appointed by the Presbytery of Mississippi “to assess the situation, to assume original jurisdiction over all matters pertaining to Grace Chapel including, without limitation, property, assets, membership, and governance of the church, to retain legal counsel and to take such legal actions as may be advisable or necessary to protect the interest of the presbytery or the church, to exercise any and all powers and responsibilities of a session (G-10.0102), to develop recommendations to the presbytery as to the future status of the Grace Chapel Church PC(USA) and appropriate actions to be taken by the presbytery.” The GCAC consists of Revs. Su McLain, Marc Mihail, and Scott Castleman and Elders Bob Friley, Robin Roberts, James Craig, and A. M. “Bubba” Martin, moderator of the GCAC.

Before the commission could meet and begin to organize, the presbytery was served with a lawsuit in Chancery Court in Madison County, Mississippi on August 29, 2007 seeking a restraining order against the presbytery to prevent the GCAC from accomplishing any of its duties under the Constitution of the Presbyterian Church (USA) (also PCUSA). Immediately the commission met and the first order of business was to employ an attorney, Mr. Jimmy Robertson of Wise, Carter, Child & Caraway, Jackson, Mississippi to represent the presbytery. Since the lawsuit intended to prevent the GCAC and the presbytery from performing any of its ecclesiastical duties which raised issues under the First Amendment of the United States Constitution, it was deemed necessary to have the matter removed to U.S. District Court in Jackson for adjudicating. This was done on September 20, 2007. After the exchange of filings in Federal Court between Wise Carter and Baker Donelson, the law firm representing Grace Chapel, Judge Dan Jordan issued an Order on December 21, 2007 remanding the case back to Chancery Court. The matter is now there awaiting a hearing on our Motion to Dismiss.

Since August 27, 2007, the GCAC has met fourteen times, either face-to-face or by conference call, or by a combination of both. Meetings have been held with the attorney representing the presbytery, with the session of Grace Chapel, and with some of the members of Grace Chapel who have chosen to remain in the PCUSA. The GCAC has sought to meet with the members of Grace Chapel who wish to leave the denomination but all attempts by the GCAC have been consistently and vigorously rejected by the session of Grace Chapel. The possibility of the GCAC dismissing the session and assuming original jurisdiction has been considered, but on the advice of legal counsel, and as a result of other events that have been discovered, this has not been deemed feasible.

The events leading up to the Administrative Commission being forced into defending the presbytery in the civil courts are as follows:

April 23, 1992 – using funds from the Camp Calvin Fund, the Presbytery of Central Mississippi (PCUS) purchased eight acres of land west of the City of Madison, Mississippi from Summer Tree Land Company, Ltd. for the sum of $100,000. This property is the site on which Grace Chapel Church is located today.

May 20, 1994 – the presbytery called Rev. Tom Sikes to be the organizing pastor and paid his Terms of Call of $62,000 per year for at least three years including up to $6,000 for moving expenses.

September 10, 1995 – according to the Minutes of the Presbytery of Mississippi, dated October 19, 1995, “Grace Chapel was organized and constituted as a particular church of Christ following the order and practice of the Presbyterian Church (USA)” and the 109 charter members promised to “live together in unity and work together as disciples of Jesus Christ according to the principles of faith, mission and order of the Presbyterian Church (USA).”
April 23, 2006 – Steve Bryant became the pastor of Grace Chapel and in doing so he reaffirmed his ordination vows in the PCUSA.

June 17-24, 2006 – meeting of the 217th General Assembly in Birmingham, Alabama.

July 13, 2006 – the presbytery held a called meeting to take action on a resolution from Grace Chapel (Steve Bryant now the pastor) regarding the actions of the 217th General Assembly in approving the Report of the PUP Task Force and to consider the nature of our future relationship to the national church. This was primarily regarding the notion of some that the provisions contained in G-6.0106b of the Book of Order could be declared a scruple by gays and lesbians seeking to become ordained as ministers, elders and deacons in the PCUSA. An Ad Hoc Committee of the presbytery was appointed to address this consisting of the minister and elder commissioners of presbytery to the past four General Assemblies – which committee included Steve Bryant. At this meeting the presbytery affirmed the stated position of the session of Grace Chapel that it held clear title to all its property.

October 19, 2006 - the report of the Ad Hoc Committee was presented at the stated meeting of presbytery addressing only matters related to the ownership of church property – no reference to G-6.0106b. This was referred back to the committee for clarification.

November 30, 2006 - the report was again presented at a called eeting of presbytery and the current Property Policy of the Presbytery of Mississippi was approved.

December 14, 2006 – at a court hearing for a TRO (Temporary Restraining Order) filed against the presbytery by the former session of the J.J. White Memorial Presbyterian Church, Steve Bryant was actively involved along with an attorney from Baton Rouge, Louisiana in supporting Rev. Lane Stephenson and that former session in its actions against presbytery. Since then, Rev. Lane Stephenson actively participated in the schism within the J.J. White Memorial Church, and he and a number of the members have united with the PCA.

February 24, 2007 - the presbytery approved the wording for a Final Declaratory Judgment (FDJ) to be entered into with First Presbyterian Church of Pascagoula, J.J. White Memorial Presbyterian Church of McComb, and First Presbyterian Church of Vicksburg at the stated meeting of presbytery. At this meeting Steve Bryant, after assuring the presbytery of his loyalty to the PC(USA),  requested that a similar FDJ be signed with Grace Chapel, and this was approved by presbytery.

March 23rd – the Grace Chapel FDJ was filed in Chancery Court of Madison County, Mississippi.

June 18th - there was a called meeting of presbytery at which Recommended Guidelines for Withdrawal of a Congregation from the PCUSA was approved. The inclusion of the word “recommended” in the title was urged by Steve Bryant.

July 1st – Steve Bryant informed the session of Grace Chapel that he was going to leave the PCUSA and join the EPC. The session set August 5, 2007 as the date for a called congregational meeting to vote to disaffiliate with the PCUSA and to affiliate with the EPC.

July 19th – Steve Ramp and Bill dePrater met with the session of Grace Chapel. Throughout that meeting the session was extremely resistant to even hearing any information regarding the polity and theology positions of the PC(USA) which contradicted the information that they had received from the New Wineskins Movement, as well as that which had been shared with them. Steve Ramp and Bill dePrater left that meeting concerned over how the session was closed to receiving information regarding the PC(USA), but at the same time hopeful that one or more elders on the session would encourage the session to abide by the Recommended Guidelines approved by Presbytery.

July 25th – at the invitation of the session, representatives from the EPC made a Wednesday night presentation, about one hour in length, to the Grace Chapel members, following which the session notified the presbytery that their offer to meet with the members of Grace Chapel was rejected and that the vote would occur on August 5, 2007 as planned.  

July 31st – a Request for Remedial Action was filed by Bill and Peggy Miller, members of Grace Chapel, seeking to enjoin the session from holding a congregational meeting on August 5 and allowing the vote to occur.  

August 1st – the Permanent Judicial Commission of the presbytery issued a Stay to enjoin Grace Chapel from voting. This was properly signed by Revs. Chris Bullock and Sally Lodge-Teel and by Elders John H. White, Jr. and Ann J. Catron.  Drs. Steve Ramp and Lynn Miller recused themselves from signing to avoid a potential conflict of interest.  

August 5th – the session of Grace Chapel upon legal advice from their attorneys declared the Stay to be illegal and the congregational meeting was held on August 5 and the vote took place: 105 to disaffiliate from the PCUSA and to affiliate with the EPC and 27 against. That same day an application was sent to the EPC requesting that both Steve Bryant and the Grace Chapel congregation be taken into the EPC.

August 10th – an email letter was received by the stated clerk of the presbytery in which Steve Bryant renounced the jurisdiction of the PCUSA and the Presbytery of Mississippi, and immediately his name was removed from the rolls as a Minister of the Word and Sacrament and as a member of the PCUSA. He further stated in that email that he and the congregation had been received into the National Transition Presbytery of the EPC on August 9, 2007. 

August 14th – Steve Bryant was informed by Rev. Michael Herrin, a member of Presbytery Council, that Council had called a meeting of presbytery for August 27, 2007 to consider the resolution concerning Grace Chapel.

August 26th – Grace Chapel held another called congregational meeting at which the by-laws of Grace Chapel were amended to strike all references to the PCUSA and rename the church Grace Chapel Presbyterian Church, EPC. This was subsequently recorded in the Office of the Secretary of State for Mississippi on October 24, 2007. As of this moment, the session of Grace Chapel believes that Grace Chapel is a member church of the EPC, but the August 29 lawsuit against presbytery seeking a restraining order has not been dismissed.

August 27th – Steve Bryant was informed by Rev. Andy Hoffecker, a member of presbytery who was present at the called meeting of presbytery, that the resolution had been approved and that an Administrative Commission for Grace Chapel had been appointed.

August 29th – upon affidavit by Steve Bryant, Grace Chapel filed a lawsuit against the presbytery in Chancery Court of Madison County, Mississippi.

September 24th – upon learning that the EPC had listed Grace Chapel as a member church in their Church Directory, the GCAC immediately sent a certified letter to Rev. Dr. Jeff Jeremiah, the Stated Clerk of the EPC and informed him that Grace Chapel had not been dismissed from the PCUSA, including reference to those sections of the Book of Order of the PCUSA applying to the dismissal of a particular church, and that by receiving Grace Chapel into the EPC, they were in clear violation of the Constitution of the PCUSA.

October 24th – Dr. Jeremiah responded by letter informing the GCAC that “The National Transition Presbytery received their application for membership, found it to be in good order, and received the church and its pastor into the Presbytery.  Having reviewed this process, the Committee on Administration does not believe that we have made an error in taking this action: Grace Chapel EPC is a member in good standing in the EPC.”  He then referred the GCAC to Mr. John Adamson, the chair of the National Transition Presbytery who could be contacted only via email.

October 25th – at its stated meeting the presbytery approved deleting the word “property” from the August 27, 2007 resolution which created the Administrative Commission and further approved a Quitclaim Deed regarding the property of Grace Chapel in favor of Grace Chapel.

November 1st – the GCAC contacted Mr. Adamson by email urging the National Transition Presbytery of the EPC to delete and/or suspend Grace Chapel from the EPC directory of churches since Grace Chapel had not been dismissed by the presbytery.

November 21st – the GCAC received this reply from Mr. Adamson: “…August 5, 2007, the Session of Grace Chapel Presbyterian Church, the churches’ (sic) governing body, and its Pastor Steve Bryant submitted an application for Transitional Membership into the Evangelical Presbyterian Church. August 9, 2007, the Administrative Commission of the National Transition Presbytery, EPC, met to review the application of Grace Chapel Presbyterian Church.  The application was in order and the Commission unanimously approved the application. Grace Chapel Presbyterian Church, now Grace Chapel Evangelical Presbyterian Church, is a member in good standing of the Evangelical Presbyterian Church.  We trust the actions of your Commission will soon cease…”

November 30th – in response to this, Rev. Dr. Clifton Kirkpatrick, Stated Clerk of the General Assembly of the PCUSA, who having received copies of all correspondence, wrote to Dr. Jeremiah informing him that: “…in recent months the Office of the General Assembly has received complaints from our presbyteries concerning the reception of congregations and ministers by the EPC prior to Constitutional release by PC(USA) presbyteries. We have also received information that Evangelical Presbyterian Church representatives have been actively recruiting, seeking, and initiating contact with PC(USA) congregations to encourage their leaving this denomination. Both practices are contrary to the principles and expectations of our respective Books of Order.  I am writing to request that your office advise your presbyteries – including the transitional presbytery – they should abide by the processes in our Books of Order. If this pattern continues unabated, I expect one or more of our presbyteries will overture the 218th General Assembly of the PC(USA) next summer, requesting that the assembly examine the basis of the PC(USA)’s relationship with the Evangelical Presbyterian Church.  Such examination might well result in the 218th General Assembly taking action that would adversely affect the relationship between our two communions and the possibility of being able to transfer congregations between our presbyteries in the future.”

[Note: It is of interest that the Book of Order of the EPC requires the presbytery of the EPC to dismiss a particular church seeking to leave the EPC much like the provisions in our Recommended Guidelines.  But for receiving churches into the EPC it requires only a vote of the congregation to affiliate with the EPC, the filing of an application for membership, and the concurrence of the governing body – defined by the EPC to be the session. In taking this action the EPC has categorically defied the provision of the Book of Order of the PCUSA which states in part: “The presbytery is responsible…to divide, dismiss, or dissolve churches in consultation with their members;…”  (G-11.0103i)]
The record clearly shows that although there may have been some prior concerns expressed by some members of Grace Chapel concerning recent actions of the General Assembly that might impact the ordination and installation of gays and lesbians as ministers and officers in the PCUSA, the impetus of Steve Bryant in facilitating the current turmoil regarding Grace Chapel is readily apparent. Since Steve Bryant has renounced the jurisdiction of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and been received into the EPC, no action regarding him is deemed appropriate other than the publication of this account.

On February 12, 2008 the presbytery met at Westminster Presbyterian Church in Hattiesburg to receive the Interim Report of the Administrative Commission for Grace Chapel and to act upon a proposed overture to the 218th General Assembly.  The final action of the presbytery at this meeting was to receive the Interim Report as information and to approve a substitute motion rather than acting upon the proposed overture.  The substitute motion as approved was to send a letter from the presbytery to the General Assembly Council and to the Stated Clerk of the PC(USA) strongly condemning the actions of the EPC regarding Grace Chapel and requesting “that the Stated Clerk and the general counsel of the General Assembly Council file a formal complaint with the governing bodies of the Evangelical Presbyterian Church and the New Wineskins Association of Churches requesting them, jointly and severally, to cease and desist from recruiting or receiving congregations from the PC(USA) before they have been officially dismissed, and to meet with representatives of such bodies for the purpose of coming to an amicable agreement with respect to such matters.” 

At this time it is the position of the Administrative Commission for Grace Chapel Presbyterian Church (USA) that the Administrative Commission take no further action other than the active defense of the presbytery in the litigation still pending until: (1) the lawsuit against the Presbytery of Mississippi is dismissed with prejudice, (2) the Stated Clerk and General Assembly Council have acted upon the above referenced letter, and (3) Grace Chapel Presbyterian Church gives some monetary consideration toward assisting the Presbytery of Mississippi in future efforts toward New Church Development in South Madison County, Mississippi to replace Grace Chapel as a particular church in the Presbyterian Church (USA), before recommending the dissolution of Grace Chapel Presbyterian Church (USA) by the Presbytery of Mississippi.

Approved by the Administrative Commission for Grace Chapel Presbyterian Church (USA) by a unanimous vote at its meeting on February 18, 2008

Respectfully submitted,

A. M. “Bubba” Martin, Jr.

Moderator

Administrative Commission for Grace Chapel Presbyterian Church (USA)

In response to this report, it was moved and seconded that the administrative commission be dissolved, that Grace Chapel Presbyterian Church be dismissed to the Evangelical Presbyterian Church, and that every step possible be taken to end the involvement of the presbytery in the lawsuit brought against it by Grace Chapel. The motion was defeated.
RECESS FOR LUNCH

Rev. Richard Swayze led the presbytery in prayer. During lunch Ms. Myra Hester presented the report of the Thanks Committee, expressing the gratitude of the presbytery to the members of First Presbyterian Church of Brookhaven and their commissioned lay pastor Mr. Ed Wolff for the excellent manner in which they hosted this meeting. 

TASK FORCE ON PRESBYTERY STRUCTURE

In the absence of Ms. Peggie Herrington, Dr. Steve Ramp presented the report of the Task Force on Presbytery Structure.  By common consent the phrase “and/or to entering into discussions with adjacent presbyteries” was added to the end of the first sentence in the paragraph titled Phase 3. The report as amended follows:

Report of the Task Force on the Presbytery’s Scope and Staffing Model

Adopted by the Council on January 22, 2008

The members of this Task Force are:  Peggie Herrington, Moderator; Michael Herrin, Nominations; Leigh White, Christian Nurture; George Bates, Mission; Steve Ramp, Committee on Ministry; Chris Bullock, Church Extension; William Jones, Committee on Representation; Bobby Robinson, incoming Moderator

This task force came into existence by virtue of an overture proposed to the presbytery at Port Gibson, Mississippi on October 25, 2007, which reads as follows:

Overture from Briarwood Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) to the Presbytery of Mississippi

Whereas we are living in times of tremendous change in the mainline church and society, and

Whereas for the year 2007 the presbytery had an $80,000.00 shortfall in contributions to the benevolence budget, and

Whereas the Synod of Living Waters gave the Presbytery of Mississippi a grant of $80,000.00 to cover our 2007 budget deficit, but such funds will not be available for 2008, and

Whereas Covenant Presbyterian Church, one of the presbytery’s largest congregations, has been dismissed to the Evangelical Presbyterian Church, and

Whereas J. J. White Memorial Presbyterian Church, another one of the presbytery’s larger congregations, has lost approximately half its membership due to a defection of members who are in the process of forming a Presbyterian Church in America congregation in McComb, and

Whereas Grace Chapel, the presbytery’s congregation with the greatest innate potential for growth because of the demographics of Madison County, has voted to disaffiliate from the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and become a part of the Evangelical Presbyterian Church, and

Whereas a number of our congregations depend on the presbytery for financial support;

Therefore, the Session of Briarwood Presbyterian Church respectfully overtures the Presbytery of Mississippi to form a task force at its October 2007 stated meeting, comprised of the Moderator, the Vice Moderator, and the chairpersons of the presbytery’s ecclesiastical and program committees, to explore all the options available to the presbytery, including, but not limited to: staffing models, the scope of the presbytery’s work, and the presbytery’s possible connections with St. Andrew Presbytery and South Alabama Presbytery, and that the task force report to the presbytery at the February 2008 stated meeting. 

Respectfully requested on this 25th day of August in the year of our Lord 2007.

Except for the references to “possible connections with St. Andrew Presbytery and South Alabama Presbytery” which were stricken (as shown above), the presbytery unanimously adopted the overture and the task force came into being.  
The task force began conducting extensive correspondence via e-mail and met officially at Westminster Presbyterian Church in Hattiesburg on December 10, 2007 to discuss these issues. Numerous drafts of this report were circulated for comment and discussion.  This report reflects the best thinking of the task force.  
The task force began with four overriding assumptions and concerns:  1) That the process of possibly realigning our staffing model in light of fiscal and missional realities be thoughtful, fair-minded, and gracious; 2) That whatever structure we recommend to the presbytery be financially responsible and sensitive to the realities of the next five years; 3) That the leadership model we develop and recommend put more emphasis on programs than on preserving positions and that the staffing model support the presbytery’s calling and ability to do its mission; and 4) That continuing to spend at current levels money which we do not generate internally is not good stewardship and will not serve this presbytery well over time. We need to become self sufficient again.  Continuing to depend on outside support for basic things like presbytery salaries (after 2008) is troubling to the task force.   

ASSESSING OUR FINANCIAL HEALTH AND PROSPECTS

The task force began by examining the proposed 2008 Benevolence Budget circulated by the executive presbyter at the October 25, 2007 meeting of presbytery which will be discussed and voted on in February. The proposed 2008 Budget calls for $243,100 in expenses and will require a commensurate amount of revenue.  

The task force examined the prior years’ benevolence contributions of the churches in the presbytery to see how much more the churches might realistically be encouraged to give in order to fund the benevolence budget. We looked at the contributions given by the presbytery’s congregations over the last seven years, and we “ballparked” increases we might realistically (or optimistically) receive from our congregations in years to come.  

Historical Background:  In 2006 the churches contributed $141,368.  In 2007 it will be around $141,456. With the loss of Covenant, the uncertain status of Grace Chapel, and the reduced membership of J. J. White (and even with modest increases in support from our churches), the results for future years range from bad to worse.   

The task force developed three internally generated revenue scenarios ranging from $142,000 (worst case) to $177,000 (moderately optimistic) to $192,000 (wildly optimistic). In graph form the expenses and anticipated revenues look like this:




              LOW


MEDIUM

HIGH
2008
Expected Income
$142,000

$177,000

$192,000

2008
Budgeted Expenses
$243,100

$243,100

$243,100

Likely Shortfall
($101,100)    

($66,100)

 ($51,100)

The synod has been very generous since Katrina. Had it not been for the synod, we would have run huge deficits in 2006 and 2007. It is believed that the synod will extend grants sufficient to cover the Medium and High scenarios above for the year 2008.  

The task force is grateful for the support we have received. It is believed, however, that our presbytery needs to develop a leadership model that allows us to cover most if not all of our own normal operating costs.  In sum, looking beyond 2008, the task force sees sizeable budget shortfalls for the foreseeable future.

STAFFING OPTIONS AVAILABLE TO THE PRESBYTERY

The task force discussed staffing models used by presbyteries of similar size, and found them to be quite varied. Some presbyteries, for example, have an unpaid stated clerk.  Some combine the positions of stated clerk and executive presbyter. Others have a chief administrative officer. The models probably reflect historical anomalies as well as strategic planning.

The task force considered three leadership models for 2009.  In brief, they can be described as follows:

A.  Keep existing staff; eliminate most programs


Cost: $181,510.  

B.  Keep all programs; eliminate E.P. position Jan. 1, 2009

Cost: $138,534

C.  Keep programs; eliminate E.P. position June 1, 2009

Cost  $182,784

Note:  in 2010, under B or C, revenues should exceed expenses by around $40,000.

CAN THE PRESBYTERY OPERATE WITHOUT A FULL-TIME EP?

Can the presbytery operate without an executive presbyter? Yes, for several years. Will we lose some valuable leadership at the top? Yes. Will it be easy to operate without an executive presbyter?  No. Many people will need to step up and contribute time and effort. If this happens, it could bring a renaissance of good will and an unprecedented era of collaboration to the presbytery. If this does not happen, our presbytery will continue to shrink and lose strength. We have the talent in our presbytery. If our presbytery elects to downsize for a time, we believe this will allow us the opportunity to play catch up and get ourselves positioned for a stronger future.  

The task force discussed the difficult environment in which our present executive presbyter, Bill dePrater, has been operating.  Appreciation was expressed for his hard work and administrative skills and his concern for smaller churches. His first official duty was to attend the 2006 General Assembly which adopted the now famous PUP recommendations which shook the confidence of many churches that were once loyal to the denomination and helped propel two churches in our presbytery to vote to leave. Dr. dePrater has done yeomen’s service in handling numerous administrative tasks.  However, litigation, tough negotiations, and intense feelings by those disappointed in the national church have hampered Dr. dePrater’s ability to connect with some of our churches. Fairly or unfairly, the combination of frustration from Katrina and PUP has made the job of executive presbyter very difficult these past two years. We do not fault Dr. dePrater for the situation he inherited. We appreciate his hard work in our behalf during this difficult time of transition.  

The task force is firmly convinced that the presbytery cannot afford a presbytery administrator and a stated clerk. On a combined basis these positions require $120,000, and possibly more including travel expenses.  For a small presbytery facing financial challenges, this is simply too much overhead in the home office. We are entering a period of belt tightening and realignment in which the presbytery needs to rethink its mission priorities and its mission strategies. For a time, we will need to forego some things, and we will need to get volunteer help to do other things that are currently being done by our paid staff.

Part of the impetus to rethink how we accomplish our mission comes from the loss of approximately 1,000 members from this presbytery’s congregations in a single year—2007—which is 16.66% (one-sixth) of the total membership of our presbytery. This calls for fiscal restraint. At the same time, the task force finds it inadvisable for the presbytery to scale back or virtually eliminate its ongoing programs in order to continue to keep the current staffing model in place. Money follows mission. When the mission dries up, the money will dwindle further. This is the hard choice we are facing:  keep the existing staffing model and slash our programs, or keep the programs and operate with a much smaller staff and more volunteers. Dr. dePrater be eliminated on June 1, 2009, or whenever Dr. dePrater begins a new call, whichever occurs first. We are assuming that we will have sufficient funds on hand to pay the executive presbyter through May of 2009. During the second half of the year, and for the foreseeable future after that, the stated clerk, clerical staff, and the presbytery’s committees will have to absorb many of the administrative responsibilities formerly handled by the executive presbyter.  

WHAT WILL THE NEW STAFFING MODEL LOOK LIKE?

If presbytery adopts the Realignment Plan, we envision a three phase process:  

Phase 1:  Starting March 1, 2008, the executive presbyter’s role will change somewhat.  He will need to travel less, seek other employment opportunities for himself, and help the presbytery prepare for the transition that lies ahead. This may involve bringing in outside consultants to meet with the task force and others to determine the best staffing solutions for various tasks.

Phase 2:  When the executive presbyter position is vacant, the responsibilities of the stated clerk and clerical staff will change to absorb some of the administrative responsibilities formerly handled by the executive presbyter. In addition, the executive functions of this position will be allocated among various presbytery committees as follows:  

The Committee on Ministry will address issues concerning pulpit vacancies and conflict involving pastors and congregations. The Committee shall take care to insure that every session is visited at least once every three years (G-11.0502c).was called for a three year term ending in May, 2009. We knew when we called him that we were entering choppy waters. We underestimated the storms and the related loss of income. The time has come for us to accurately assess where we are and make the necessary adjustments.
· Given this choice, and with full appreciation that this experiment in downsizing may not work over the long term, the task force recommends that the full-time position of executive presbyter 

· The Christian Nurture Committee will plan special events to highlight and encourage the unity of the presbytery. The Christian Nurture Committee should also take steps to increase the presbytery’s online presence, providing more resources to congregations in this efficient way. A presbytery newsletter will be published monthly by a person designated by the council.  

· The Mission Committee will dispatch its members to speak to congregations concerning the presbytery’s partnership with the Presbytery of the Northeast of the IPIB, and concerning the presbytery’s other mission and outreach initiatives.  We will reactivate mission opportunities for smaller churches and collaborate.  

· The Church Extension Committee will communicate with congregations concerning the presbytery’s plans to support small-membership churches, as well as seeking potential new church development opportunities.

· The moderator and vice-moderator of presbytery will plan to visit congregations, interpreting the work of the presbytery and building a feeling of unity and common purpose in Christ. Along with the stated clerk and with commissioners to higher governing bodies, they will act as the presbytery’s liaisons with synod and General Assembly.

· The Presbytery Council will exercise oversight to ensure that each of the tasks is being accomplished and that the appropriate personnel or committees are performing properly. This will require active participation by many people in the presbytery and will build unity and solidarity.   

· The task force is aware that during Phase 2 the administrative load of the stated clerk will increase. The task force recommends that the council negotiate with the stated clerk to provide additional remuneration for these necessary tasks which cannot be assumed by the presbytery’s other officers or standing committees.

· The task force envisions that the current financial secretary and a part-time receptionist/secretary will handle incoming calls and make appropriate referrals either to the stated clerk or to the moderator or heads of the various committees of the presbytery.  

Phase 3:  After we have lived with Phase 2 for a period of time, and assuming that the presbytery gets itself in stronger financial shape, the presbytery will give serious consideration to creating a new position called Stated Clerk/Presbytery Administrator or Stated Clerk/General Presbyter which will handle the administrative duties of the presbytery and offer mission leadership to pastors and lay leaders, and/or to entering into discussions with adjacent presbyteries. This may be a part-time position, or it could be divided among two or more part-time people. We do not yet know the shape the structure in Phase 3 will take because we will have to assess it at the time. It is anticipated that we will not consider restructuring in Phase 3 earlier than February 2010 at the earliest.  

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR ACTION BY THE PRESBYTERY

Based on these considerations, the task force recommends that the Presbytery of Mississippi adopt the following resolutions:

1. Resolved, that the Presbytery of Mississippi eliminate the full-time Executive Presbyter position effective the end of June 15, 2009.

2. Resolved, that the presbytery’s committees and elected officers make preparations to do the work of the executive presbyter when that office becomes vacant.

3. Resolved, that the council is directed to negotiate with the stated clerk and recommend to presbytery any additional administrative duties that shall be required of his office when the office of Executive Presbyter becomes vacant.   

4.  Resolved, that the presbytery adopts, in principle, the 3-phase approach to realigning the presbytery’s staffing of the presbytery office, subject to the guidance of the Holy Spirit and the needs of the hour which are not completely knowable in advance.  

5.  Resolved, that the executive presbyter is authorized and encouraged to begin searching for another call in March 2008 and to devote more and more of his efforts to help the presbytery prepare for the downsizing and realignment envisioned by the task force. It is hoped that the executive presbyter will use his energies and skills to prepare the way for the presbytery to move through Phase 2 and discover appropriate staffing models in Phase 3 of the Realignment Plan.

Respectfully Submitted  Peggy Herrington, Moderator;  Michael Herrin, Nominations; Leigh White, Christian Nurture; George Bates, Mission;, Steve Ramp, Committee on Ministry; Chris Bullock, Church Extension; William Jones, Representation; Bobby Robinson, incoming Moderator.

After extensive discussion the five recommendations in the report of the Task Force on Presbytery Structure were approved.

The motion was made to instruct the council to enter into dialogue with adjacent presbyteries to explore possible realignment of presbytery boundaries. The motion was defeated.

ADMINISTRATIVE COMMISSION ON DISASTER RECOVERY

Mr. Pearce Sunderland reported on the activities of the Administrative Commission for Disaster Recovery. In particular, he reported on a recent meeting of representatives of the five presbyteries affected by Hurricanes Katrina, Rita, and Wilma with leaders of Presbyterian Disaster Association. The purpose of the meeting was to make transparent to all how funds contributed for relief efforts after these three storms had been used. To date, approximately $26,000,000 has been received from all sources, and approximately $13,000,000 has been disbursed. A plan is in place for the use of the balance of funds received over the next three years. 

ADMINISTRATIVE COMMISSION FOR

J.J. WHITE MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Dr. Steve Ramp reported on progress of J.J. White Memorial Presbyterian Church in McComb as it experiences new life and a new sense of purpose after roughly half the congregation left to form a congregation in the Presbyterian Church in America. Ms. Beth Wild reported on the recent mission conference held at J.J. White Memorial Presbyterian Church, and commissioned lay pastor Charles Ray reported on the unity service held at J.J. White Memorial Presbyterian Church on Sunday evening, November 11, 2007 at which over three hundred people were present.

COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY

Dr. Steve Ramp presented the following report of the Committee on Ministry:

For Information:

1.   The following churches are searching for pastors:  First Canton, Fondren, First Ocean Springs, J.J. White Memorial, United Sandersville, and Vernal

2.   The Committee on Ministry has adopted a detailed set of Guidelines for Calling a Pastor. These will be on line in the near future.

3.   The Committee on Ministry is reinstituting constructive Triennial Visits to build better relations and to strengthen the ties within our presbytery.  

4.   Bobby Robinson and Su McClain will serve as Committee on Ministry overseers at St. Luke’s for Rev. Theophilus King in the event that the designated pastor relation is approved.

For Action:

The Committee on Ministry recommends that:

1.   the following temporary pastoral relations be renewed:

      Alan Singletary as temporary supply for Jones Memorial

      Sally Lodge Teel as stated supply for Ruth Memorial

2.   Patsy Chaney be approved as temporary supply for United Sandersville

3.   Alan Singletary and Patsy Chaney be authorized to celebrate the sacrament of the Lord’s  Supper at Jones Memorial and United Sandersville respectively

4.   Rev. Theophilus King be approved as designated pastor for two years at St.Luke’s

5.   Dr. Steve Ramp be appointed as moderator of the session at J.J. White Memorial and Rev. Karen Bullock be appointed moderator of the session at First Ocean Springs

6.   the following change in the terms of call for Rev. John Larson be approved:

an increase in housing/utilities of $2,780 plus the increase in Board of Pensions dues that this increase will entail

7. Changes in terms of call for Rev. Chas Jones and Rev. Steve Ramp be approved

8. Rev. Joe Pack Arnold be granted the status of honorably retired, effective retroactively to January 1, 2008

Recommendation 4 had been approved earlier in this meeting. Items 1 – 3 and 5 – 8 were also approved.

In addition, it was reported that the minutes of the session of First Presbyterian Church in Canton had been reviewed and approved without exception.

The following classifications for minister members of the presbytery as of January 1, 2008 were approved:

I.   Active Members

A.   In Service Within Congregations of This Church   (G – 11.0406a; 11.0409)

George Bendall

Charles Bowdler

Chris Bullock

Karen Bullock

Rob Butler

Scott Castleman

Tim Erskine

Michael Herrin

Chas Jones

Richard Jones

William Jones 

John Larson

Mark Mihail

James Rackley (Stated Supply)

Steve Ramp

Clint Regen

Cory Stott

Sally Lodge Teel (Stated Supply)

Jim Truesdell

B.   In Other Service to This Church   (G – 11.0406a; 11.0410)

William dePrater (Executive Presbyter)

John Dudley (Stated Clerk)

Joseph Martin (College Professor)

C.   In Service Beyond the Jurisdiction of This Church   (G – 11.0406a; 11.0411)

Joe Pack Arnold (Counselor)

Andrew Hoffecker (Seminary Professor)

Ron McFarland (Prison Chaplain)

D.   Honorably Retired   (G – 11.0406a; 11.0412)

Rims Barber

Emett Barfield

Edward Berry

Frank Brown

Annie Bryant

Lionel Cable

Roe Callaway

David Caldwell

Knox Chamblin

David Daniels

James Hardy

Rusty Hays

Norma Jones

Paul Kendall

Gordon Lyle

Su McLain

Cecil Moore

Cecil Ryland

William Smith

Richard Swayze

Morris Taylor (Pastor Emeritus)

Calvin Triplett

Andy Wells

Jim White

Newton Wilson

Robert Wilson

II.   Members-At-Large   (G – 11.0406b; 11.0413)

Barron Banks

George Barnett

Martha Blount

Theophilus King

Lynn Miller

David Ray

Clarence Roberts

These classifications are as of January 1, 2008. 

NOMINATIONS

Rev. Michael Herrin placed in nomination Rev. Jim Truesdell to serve as the moderator of the Committee on Preparation for Ministry (service to begin immediately) and Janice Nixon (Fairview) to serve on the Self-Development of People Committee. There being no nominations from the floor, these two people were elected by acclamation.

PROGRAM COMMITTEES

Ms. Leigh White, moderator of the Christian Nurture Committee, presented the following report: 
The Christian Nurture Committee met on December 11, 2007.

Amy Ruff gave a report on the Presbytery Junior/Senior High Retreat that was held November 16 – 18, 2007. There were fifty-five youth in attendance, representing six churches in our presbytery. Clint Regen, pastor at First Presbyterian Church, Pascagoula, was the speaker for the retreat. Reed Rodgers, a youth from First Presbyterian Church, Vicksburg, was the music and worship leader.

Youth Council met at Kaleidoscope in February, making plans for a spring Sr. High retreat, to be held April 4 – 6, 2008. This retreat is to be a working/service retreat and will be held at the Volunteer Village in Diamondhead. 

Plans are being made for a pastors’ retreat. It will be held the weekend after Easter, March 28 – 30, at Eagle Ridge Conference Center in Raymond, Mississippi. A letter was sent to all clerks of session in our presbytery, asking for a $200 contribution from each church to help with the cost of their pastor’s participation. Detailed information and a schedule for the retreat will be sent to all pastors towards the end of February.

Ms. Sara Brown reported that 110 people participated in Kaleidoscope February 8 – 9. The evaluations of the courses offered were all very positive. The keynote speaker for Kaleidoscope 2009 will be Rev. Joan Gray, moderator of the 217th General Assembly.

There was no report from the Church Extension Committee.

Dr. George Bates presented a brief report for the Mission Committee. He spoke especially about the strong relationship that has developed between the Presbytery of the Northeast of the Independent Presbyterian Church in Brazil and the Presbytery of Mississippi.

Ms. Sara Brown introduced Rev. Elizabeth Coleman, a member of the Presbytery of Greater Atlanta, who spoke on the work of Bread for the World. Ms. Brown then reported on five meetings within the geographical bounds of the presbytery planned by the Self-Development of People Committee to introduce the purpose of the committee to interested groups and people. 

REPORT OF COMMISSIONER TO SYNOD

Rev. Michael Herrin submitted the following written report of his attendance at the January 2008 meeting of the Synod of Living Waters.

Meeting of the Synod of Living Waters

January 28-29, A.D. 2008


The twenty-sixth stated meeting of the Synod of Living Waters took place at Historic Franklin Presbyterian Church in Franklin, Tennessee. The church is called Historic because its sanctuary was first built in 1887. The congregation is made up of those who decided to remain in the original location when 500 members of the First Presbyterian Church of Franklin moved from its downtown facilities.  Historic Franklin reported 303 members in 2006, much smaller than First Church’s 844 members, but still well above average for a Presbyterian Church (USA)congregation. This planned move is thus a model for both church growth and for redevelopment, for urban ministry and for recognition of population shifts. Historic Franklin’s website is www.historicfranklinpc.org.


The Synod of the Peninsula is our partner synod in Mexico.  Rev. Adiel Espinosa, president of the synod, brought greetings. He especially thanked our synod for the many water treatment systems that Living Waters for the World has placed within their bounds. Rev. Edwin Tun, treasurer of the synod, accompanied him.


Rev. Samford Turner, executive presbyter for the Presbytery of South Alabama, presented the revised report of the Special Committee for Administrative Review which examined our presbytery’s property policy. In response to this committee’s initial report, our presbytery made some changes in our property policy, with which the Special Committee for Administrative Review declared its satisfaction. The synod agreed, approving the revised report without discussion or dissent.


Perhaps of most interest to the Presbytery of Mississippi was our own Bob Friley’s election as vice moderator for the year 2008.  This means that Bob will serve as moderator of synod for the year 2009 and as moderator of yynod’s Executive Committee in 2010.  Bob was of course recognized for his longstanding involvement with synod’s mission project, Living Waters for the World, which he currently serves as chairman of the Technical Task Force.  Bob has also served as the presbytery’s elder commissioner to the General Assembly (in 1997), as well as the presbytery’s mission committee.


Rick Upchurch gave greetings on behalf of the Kentucky Campus Ministry Board.  He highlighted our synod’s significant involvement in campus ministry, spending a total of $221,100 across our twelve presbyteries in 2007 (and budgeting the same amount for 2008).  Our own Amy Ruff’s ministry at the University of Southern Mississippi is supported by $9,600 from synod every year.


Terry Newland reported that the synod would be changing the way that they account for gifts from presbyteries. Heretofore, synod delayed closing their books until all gifts from the previous year had been accounted for. This caused quite a bit of difficulty in preparing the next year’s financial report. So the decision was made to close the books in early January and to apply 2007 gifts received after that date to 2008. That meant that, on paper, 2007 had a big deficit, but it also means that 2008 has already started out with lots of income. The moral of the story is this: congregations should send their gifts to the presbytery in a timely fashion so that those gifts can be sent along right away.


The budget for the year 2008 was approved. Aside from the money appropriated to the Presbytery of Mississippi for campus ministry, synod also approved a Mission Partnership grant of $12,084. This money, which originates at the General Assembly level, can be used in any way the presbytery sees fit.


The nominating committee reported the names of the new commissioners and the synod committees to which they were assigned. Bob Friley is, of course, serving on the Living Waters for the World Committee. Michael Herrin was assigned to the Covenant Relations Committee, which is responsible for reviewing the relationships synod has with the Presbyterian colleges and seminaries. The other two committees deal with Communications (primarily the publication of the Presbyterian Voice) and with Presbytery Ministry Partnerships.


Rev. Bill de Prater gave the synod an update on hurricane relief operations within the bounds of the Presbytery of Mississippi.  He pointed out that the casseroles sent by various churches have been received very warmly by the volunteers coming to work on the coast. These have also had a significant if indirect financial effect, as work groups have been able to contribute the funds they had planned to spend on food on other needs, such as supplies. Dr. de Prater pointed out that the primary need on the coast now is for people with special skills – electrical and plumbing work is in great demand, as rebuilding continues.


Over dinner the Living Waters for the World Committee made its report. In 2007, Clean Water U trained 188 volunteers from twenty-one states and seven countries, representing nine different denominations and organizations. As a result of the demand for the training, Clean Water U has planned six sessions in 2008.


In 2007 Living Waters for the World’s 164th water treatment system was installed.  During the year teams installed forty-four systems in countries including Thailand, Bolivia, Kenya, Peru, and Madagascar.  LWW systems are now in nineteen countries around the world.


Special thanks was extended to the Presbyterian Women, whose birthday offering included Living Waters for the World as a beneficiary in 2007.


The next morning Mary Weber reported the activities of the Presbyterian Women throughout the synod. She pointed out that the PW is trying to organize more circles in churches and to link up churches without circles with those that have them.  She commented that some circles were being formed in nursing homes as well. The Synodical PW website is www.pwslivingwaters.org


Carolyn Jordan, chair of the Covenant Relations Committee, reported that new covenants had been drawn up with Columbia Seminary, Rhodes College, Pikeville College, and King College, all of which were approved by the synod. The committee continues to work on renewing synod’s covenants with Belhaven, Centre, Knoxville, Maryville, Stillman, and Tusculum colleges, and with Louisville Seminary.  Dr. John Roush, President of Centre College, and Dr. Laura Mendenhall, President of Columbia Seminary, addressed the synod, as did Chaplain Walter Tennyson of Rhodes College.  All were warmly received.


The Presbytery Ministry Partnership Committee reported. The primary ministry under the charge of this committee is “First Call,” a seminar for pastors in the first three or four years of their ministry. Rich Cooper, executive presbyter of the Presbytery of Western Kentucky explained the program which he said would be administered in 2009 by our own Bill de Prater. Rich pointed out that a new ministry would be starting soon which will provide grants to allow pastors of small-membership churches to take brief sabbaticals.


Dee Wade reported for the Communications Committee. The Presbyterian Voice will face higher postage costs this year as postal regulations have changed regarding the mailing of newspapers and magazines. The committee will change the format of the newspaper as a result. They will also save some funds as their mailing list has shrunk (due to some large congregations that have left the presbyteries that make up the synod).


The minutes of the Presbytery of Mississippi were approved with one exception.  Synod Stated Clerk Charles Van Devender pointed out that our policy of having the stated clerk and the moderator of presbytery approve the minutes needs to be changed to allow others to review this process. This will require a change in presbytery’s standing rules.


The synod adjourned, to meet again on January 26-27, 2009.

Respectfully submitted,

Rev. Michael Herrin, Alternate Minister Commissioner

ADJOURNMENT

   There being no further business, presbytery was adjourned with prayer by Elder Hank Lewis at 3:05 p.m. to meet in its next stated meeting at First Presbyterian Church of Vicksburg on Thursday, May 15, 2008.

Mr. Bobby Robinson Moderator                          ATTEST: ______________________

Dr. John C. Dudley, Stated Clerk                                         John C. Dudley, Stated Clerk
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