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NOTE: It is the policy of this presbytery to authorize the Moderator and the Stated Clerk to read and approve the minutes for the presbytery. The minutes are not printed until this approval is given. Also, once a year the presbytery prints a separate directory, with the committee structure, and with names and addresses of all churches, ministers, clerks of sessions, candidates, and committee members. Also, once a year the annual audit is reported and made available to the presbytery at a regular stated meeting.
STATED MEETING

October 28, 2010

The Presbytery of Mississippi met for its eighty-ninth stated meeting at Belhaven University in Jackson on Thursday, October 28, 2010 at 9:00 a.m. with Moderator Betty Simmons presiding. The meeting began with a Service of Morning Prayer led by Rev. John Dudley, Administrative Presbyter of the presbytery. The sermon, based upon II Samuel 8:15-18, was delivered by Rev. Dudley.  During the service Rev. Dudley presented the following memorials for ruling elders who had joined the Church Triumphant in the past twelve months and whose names had been reported to presbytery: 

Juanita S. Covington, Prospect, February 1, 2010

Margaret Dennis, Jones Memorial, September 19, 2010

John Gordon, United, May 29, 2010
Louis D. Hall, Diamondhead, July 10, 2010

Elizabeth K. Harper, First-Trinity, October 16, 2009

John James Henry, Briarwood, June 20, 2010

Sara Jane Henry, Briarwood, January 20, 2010

William Wesley Holder, First Ocean Springs, October 17, 2010

Rebecca Morgan, J.J. White Memorial, October 23, 2010

Kenneth Rankin, Diamondhead, December 15, 2009

Dwight E. Waddell, First Brookhaven, November 9, 2009

Gerald Ward, Diamondhead, March 7, 2010

Edwin Werkheiser, Briarwood, December 16, 2009

Jesse Wolfe, Gautier, October 25, 2009

During the worship service, Rev. Michael Herrin was installed as the presbytery’s stated clerk.  Rev. Morris Taylor presented the following memorial resolution for Rev. Emett Holloway Barfield, Jr.
IN MEMORIAM: A RESOLUTION OF RESPECT AND APPRECIATION FOR

THE REVEREND DOCTOR EMETT HOLLOWAY BARFIELD, JR.

WHEREAS, Emett Holloway Barfield, Jr., was born October 7, 1935, in Meridian, Mississippi, to Emett Holloway Barfield, Sr., and Cornelia Loraine Lyde, and baptized as an infant in Central Presbyterian Church, now Trinity Presbyterian Church, growing in faith and developing a love for the Presbyterian Church U.S., and later Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.); and,

WHEREAS, Emett received his undergraduate degree from Belhaven College, now Belhaven University; he received the degree of Master of Divinity from Louisville Theological Seminary; he received his doctorate degree from Lexington Theological Seminary and was a Merrill Fellow at Harvard University; and,

WHEREAS, on December 24, 1956, Emett married Joyce Smith, a loving, devoted wife who supported and encouraged him in his long ministry; and, 

WHEREAS, the Lord blessed Emett and Joyce with two children, Emett “Mick” Holloway Barfield, III, and Mark Edward Barfield, and two granddaughters, Juels “Holly” Holloway Barfield and Dorothy “Ally” Allison Barfield; and, 

WHEREAS, Emett Holloway Barfield, Jr., served as pastor of First Presbyterian Church in Grenada, Mississippi, during the turbulent Civil Rights Movement, holding fast to his belief in justice for all people; pastor of First Presbyterian Church in Paris, Kentucky, from 1968 until 1979; then returned to his favorite state as pastor of Fondren Presbyterian Church in Jackson, Mississippi, from 1979 until 1988; and pastor of First Presbyterian Church in Greenville, Mississippi, from 1988 until 1998; and,

WHEREAS, Emett was called as Executive Presbyter of the Presbytery of Mississippi from 1998 until 2005, where he excelled through his use of outstanding administrative and pastoral skills to develop a more wholesome and more efficient Presbytery to do the work of our Lord; and,

WHEREAS, his great love for the Presbyterian Church and our Lord kept him active in the life and work of the church, serving on Presbytery, Synod and General Assembly committees and councils, unselfishly giving of his time and talents for the glory of Christ and the ministry of the Presbyterian Church U.S.A.; and,

WHEREAS, Emett Holloway Barfield, Jr., fought the good fight, finished the race June 4, 2010, kept the faith and was welcomed home with the words of our Lord, “Well done, good and faithful servant;” now, 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Presbytery of Mississippi, at Belhaven University, Jackson, Mississippi, render praise and thanksgiving to God for the life and ministry of the Reverend Doctor Emett Holloway Barfield, Jr.; that this Resolution be entered in the minutes of the Presbytery; and that a copy of this memorial be provided to the family of the Reverend Doctor Emett Holloway Barfield, Jr.

RESOLVED this 28th day of October, 2010.

__________________________________________

Rev. Michael G. Herrin

Stated Clerk

ROLL

A quorum was present with the following twenty-nine ministers and forty elders enrolled for the meeting:

	Churches
	Ministers
	Elders

	
	
	

	Bay St. Louis, Old Town
	vacant
	Al Shiyou

	Bay Springs, Gavin Chapel
	vacant

	Kenneth Payton

	Brookhaven, First
	Edwin J. Wolff, CLP
	Phyllis Sanders

	Canton, First
	Clark Remsburg
	Stephen M. Puryear

	Diamondhead, Diamondhead
	Chas Jones
	Eugene Eblen

	Gautier, Gautier
	Ron Church
	William A. Fishinger, Jr.

	Gulfport, Handsboro
	vacant
	Bobby Tyson

	Gulfport, Westminster
	George Bendall
	Chip Westbrook

	Hattiesburg, Pineview
	T.S.
	without representation

	Hattiesburg, Westminster
	Steve Ramp
	Robin Roberts

	Heidelberg, Fairview
	vacant
	without representation

	Heidelberg, McFarland

	vacant
	without representation

	Heidelberg, Pisgah
	Norma Loposser, CLP
	without representation

	Jackson, Briarwood
	Charles Bowdler
	John Sumrall
Betty Simmons***

	Jackson, Faith
	vacant
	Shirley Middleton

	Jackson, Fondren
	Mat Taylor
	Jim Craig

	Jackson, St. Luke’s
	Theophilus King
	Sallie Wilson

	Kosciusko, Alexander Memorial
	vacant
	without representation

	Laurel, First-Trinity
	vacant
	Rachel Caldwell

	Liberty, Liberty
	Walt Gaston, CLP
	Rick Stratton

	Liberty, Unity Memorial
	Walt Gaston, CLP
	Dr. Henry Lewis

	Long Beach, Long Beach
	Rob Butler
	Ruth Lewis

	Lucedale, First
	James Rackley, S.S.*
	Margaret Read

	Lucedale, Vernal

	Philip Williams
	Norma Bassett

	Magnolia, Magnolia
	Charles Ray, CLP
	without representation

	McComb, J.J. White Memorial
	Elizabeth Gabbard
	Tommy Ratcliff

	Meridian, Jones Memorial
	T.S.
	Elaine Pogue

	Meridian, Prospect
	T.S.
	Rachel Covington

	Meridian, Trinity
	vacant
	Coralie Richardson

	Natchez, First
	Denny Read*
Noelle Read*
	Excused

	Natchez, Westminster
	Richard Wood
	Carolyn Mullins

	Newton, Pilgrim Grove
	vacant
	Robert White

	Ocean Springs, First
	Scott Castleman
	Bruce Duckett

	Osyka, Osyka
	Charles Ray, CLP
	without representation

	Pascagoula, First
	Clint Regen
	Sonya Edwards

	Pass Christian, Pineville
	T.S.
	Sylvia McLaurin

	Poplarville, Ruth Memorial
	Sally-Lodge Teel, S.S.
	without representation

	Port Gibson, First
	Michael Herrin
	John L. Torrey

	Sandersville, United
	vacant
	Robert Sanders

	Toomsuba, Toomsuba
	vacant
	Ed Welch

	Vicksburg, First

	Tim Brown
	Earl Edris

	Vicksburg, Yokena
	Michael Herrin, S.S.
	Bob Friley

	Wiggins, Wiggins

	Bill Pettey, CLP
	James Rabby

	*= Excused      **= Absent Without Excuse     ***= G-11.0101c    


Other Ministers Present: Rims Barber, John Dudley, Andy Hoffecker, William Jones, Joe Martin, Ron McFarland, Su McLain, David Ray, William Smith, Dick Swayze, Morris Taylor, Heather Williamsen, 
Other Ministers with Excused Absence: All honorably retired ministers, except those listed above as being present and Lynn Miller.
Ministers Absent without Excuse: George Barnett and Leon Bracey
Corresponding Members:
Visitors: Dr. Elaine H. Anthony, Bob Arnold, Willis R. Barker, Christopher Barnhardt, Dawn Barnhardt, Dr. George Bates, Todd Boolos, Sara Brown (Hunger Action Enabler), Shirley W. Burris, Dorothy Daniel, Alice P. Duckett, Mariniae Coleman, Robert L. Evans, Joyce Gibbens, Muffett Hailey, Virgil Harris, Myra Hester, Elaine Jones, Ralph Loposser, Peggy Miller, Larry Mills (Belhaven), Helen Morgan, Sam Pogue, Clark Simmons, J.T. Simmons, Roseanne Smith, Robert St. John, Annie Ruth Thigpen, Lucy M. Thompson, Russell D. Thompson, Merline White, Reid Whittington, John Willett, and Marcia Willett.
The docket presented by the stated clerk, Rev. Michael Herrin, was adopted. The moderator Ms. Simmons appointed Rev. Heather Williamsen to the Thanks Committee.  The moderator appointed Rev. Elizabeth Gabbard, Helen Morgan, and Al Shiyou to the Bills and Overtures Committee.  

Dr. Roger Parrott, President of Belhaven University, welcomed the presbytery and gave an informative address about the ongoing ministry of the university on its many campuses.
REPORT OF THE STATED CLERK

Communications and other matters presented by the stated clerk were handled as indicated:

1. Excused absences were granted as requested and as reflected in the roll for this meeting.
2. The presbytery has received notification concerning the overture submitted to the 219th General Assembly:  Item 07-12. On Receiving the Report of the FOG Task Force, Dismiss the Task Force with Thanks Taking Specific Actions on the Report’s Recommendations. The General Assembly answered the presbytery’s overture by the action on Item 07-01 – the proposed Form of Government which has been referred to the presbyteries for their consideration.
3. The presbytery granted to the Rev. Milton Winter, Historian of the Presbytery of St. Andrew, permission to scan and transcribe the manuscript minutes of the Central Mississippi Presbytery

4. The presbytery granted the United Sandersville congregation its approval to elect a small church nominating committee, in accordance with the requirements of G-14.0226b.
5. The annual audit for 2009 required by the Book of Order has been completed.  Copies are available in the presbytery office.

6. The stated clerk read a commendation of George and Linda Bates by the State of Mississippi, which reads as follows:
However effective government may be in serving the needs of its citizens, the soul of our state and its vitality as a place to live and work ultimately depends on the relationship of families, friends and neighbors. Strengthening those bonds is not as much in the hands of institutions or governments as it is in the hearts of our citizens – especially those who volunteer to help people of all ages, races and religions cope with loss, overcome hardships and barriers, and adjust to social changes. These volunteers are the unrecognized, unsung heroes of our society.

Two such heroes in our state are George and Linda Bates, who contributed over 22 months of their time.

Hurricane Katrina is the greatest natural disaster the state has experienced. George and Linda's efforts made them one of the greatest assets to the state during the recovery period.

George and Linda set up a network among the PC (USA) churches in the three coastal counties to reach out to their communities. They hosted volunteers, received and distributed donated emergency supplies, building materials, furniture, etc. They hosted more than 20 thousand volunteers and, through them, assisted over 900 families to restore some degree of normalcy to their lives.

I heartily applaud George and Linda Bates for their initiative in seeking to make our great State of Mississippi a better place to live, and for the positive impact they had on the lives of others. They demonstrated a level of commitment and accomplishment that is truly extraordinary in today's world, and deserves our sincere admiration and respect.

As Governor of the great State of Mississippi, I hereby commend George and Linda Bates, and extend sincere appreciation and gratitude on their accomplishments. 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Great Seal of the State of Mississippi to be affixed.

DONE in the City of Jackson, on the twenty-third day of August in the year of our Lord, two thousand and ten, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-fifth.

Haley Barbour, Governor

Dr. George Bates briefly addressed the presbytery, stating that he had accepted this commendation on behalf of the many volunteers throughout the presbytery who had helped with the recovery effort.
7. The following overture from the session of First Presbyterian Church in Port Gibson was received and referred to the Bills and Overtures Committee.
To the Trustees of the Board of Pensions:

The 219th General Assembly has done the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) a grave disservice by injecting politics into the operations of an agency that has served so many servants of the Church for many years. We regret the General Assembly’s call to the Board of Pensions to extend benefits to “same-gender domestic partners” of Plan members, those whom the Scriptures and the Confessions would more simply characterize as nothing more than unrepentant sinners.

The Board of Pensions must now consider how to render relief of conscience to congregations for whom the actions of the Assembly would constitute a “moral dilemma.” We would remind the Board that, since money is fungible, the only way to provide adequate relief is to create two completely separate income streams – one from congregations who do not desire to subsidize unrepentant sin, and one from congregations who do have such a desire.  We therefore request that the Board implement the following policy:

· Allow congregations which do not desire to fund abortions or benefits for “same-gender domestic partners” to opt out of the dues increase slated to take place in January of 2012.  

· Allocate dues increases only to those congregations which specifically indicate a desire to fund abortions and benefits for “same-gender domestic partners.”

· Use only the increased dues paid by the second group of congregations to fund abortions and benefits for “same-gender domestic partners.”

We recognize that under the above policy, it might be necessary to increase the dues of congregations that desire to subsidize benefits for “same-gender domestic partners” more than the one percent authorized by the General Assembly.  We are hopeful that such congregations would be willing to make such extraordinary sacrifices for a cause that they would obviously consider to be just.  If they would not be willing to make such an economic sacrifice, perhaps implementing such a policy would not, after all, be advisable.

We would also remind the Board that the only persons who are required to participate in the Benefits Plan are Ministers of the Word and Sacrament in installed pastoral relationships: pastors, associate pastors, and co-pastors.  Increasing the cost of the Benefits Plan for the purpose prescribed by the General Assembly might move some congregations to ask that their pastor, associate pastor, or co-pastor be re-defined instead as a stated supply.  In such a case, neither the congregation nor the minister would be obliged to participate in the Benefits Plan.  

It would, of course, be solely within the power of each presbytery to decide whether to agree to such re-definitions, and thus how many congregations and ministers would be removed from the plan.  Whether such wholesale withdrawals from the plan would render it insolvent is a question the Board should perhaps consider before it decides to violate the clear teachings of the Scriptures, the Confessions, and the consciences of God-fearing Presbyterians.

8.  The Vice-Moderator presented the following resolution honoring Rev. John Dudley for his years of service to the presbytery.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Resolution of Appreciation

The Reverend Doctor John Clifford Dudley

Whereas the Reverend Doctor John Dudley received his Master of Divinity and a Master of Theology from Union Theological Seminary in Richmond, Virginia and his Doctor of Ministry from Columbia Theological Seminary in Decatur, Georgia, as well as a Master of Science in mathematics from the University of Southern Mississippi;

Whereas the Reverend Dudley served as Pastor of First Presbyterian Church of Monticello, Florida from June 1, 1972 to August 24, 1976 and of Westminster Presbyterian Church in Hattiesburg from September 1, 1976 to August 31, 2001;

Whereas the Reverend Dudley has served our higher governing bodies as our Presbytery’s Minister Commissioner to General Assembly in 1980 and 1998, as Moderator of the Synod’s Permanent Judicial Commission for seven years, and as a member of the General Assembly Permanent Judicial Commission for four years; 

Whereas in 1987 the Reverend Dudley was the first minister member to be installed as moderator of the Presbytery of Mississippi; 

Whereas the Reverend Doctor John Dudley has served the Presbytery of Mississippi as Assistant Stated Clerk since October of the year 2000 and as Stated Clerk since July of the year 2001;

Whereas Reverend Dudley, in his capacity as Stated Clerk,  has guided our Presbytery to conduct its work with decency and order in accordance with the constitution of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.);

Whereas he has fulfilled all his duties admirably with a good measure of wisdom, wit, and wry humor;

Whereas he has served on virtually every committee of the Presbytery and on numerous Administrative Commissions;

Whereas he has faithfully proclaimed the Gospel of Jesus Christ in twenty-three of our presbytery’s forty-three congregations;

And whereas he has been a friend to his colleagues in the ministry subject to the ordering of God’s Word and Spirit;

Therefore the Council of the Presbytery of Mississippi resolves to honor the Reverend Doctor John Dudley at the October 28, 2010 meeting of Presbytery at Belhaven University by adopting this resolution of appreciation, receiving a love offering from the Presbytery’s churches, and presenting these and other gifts to Reverend Dudley as an expression of our deep appreciation for his faithful service.  All glory, praise, and thanksgiving be to our God.  Amen.

After the resolution was unanimously approved by the presbytery, the Moderator presented Dr. Dudley with a framed print of Rembrandt’s Supper at Emmaus.  The stated clerk also presented Dr. Dudley with a love offering that had been contributed by the congregations of the presbytery.  Dr. Dudley then expressed his gratitude to the presbytery, which was warmly received.
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS AND VISITORS

Following announcements visitors and first-time elder commissioners were introduced.

PRESBYTERY COUNCIL

Rev. Charles Bowdler reported for the Finance Subcommittee. He presented the proposed 2011 Ecclesiastical Budget, which the presbytery approved.  He also presented the 2011 proposed Benevolence Budget for the presbytery’s consideration.  The presbytery will act on the Benevolence Budget at its February 2011meeting.  
Note:   The Ecclesiastical (Per Capita) Budget for 2011 and the proposed Benevolence Budget for 2011 appear as appendices to this set of minutes. Financial statements for the first nine months of 2010 for both the Ecclesiastical (Per Capita) Budget and the Program (Benevolence) Budget also appear at the end of these minutes.

Rev. Bowdler then presided while the Moderator presented the remaining recommendations of the Council:

Council recommends:

1. That the presbytery consider

a) proposed amendments to the Book of Order and vote upon them at the October 2010 stated meeting

b) the proposed new Form of Government (nFOG) and vote upon it at the February 2011 stated meeting

c) the Belhar Confession for inclusion in the Book of Confessions at the May 2011 stated meeting

2. That the moderator be authorized to appoint two committees, one to study and make recommendations with respect to the proposed new Form of Government and one to study and make recommendations on the Belhar Confession. Each committee is to consist of two teaching elders and two ruling elders.

3. That the February 2011 stated meeting of presbytery take place at First-Trinity Church in Laurel on February 11, with Kaleidoscope to convene that afternoon.
All these recommendations were approved.  The Moderator appointed Rev. George Bendall to moderate the committee studying the proposed form of government, with Rev. Sally-Lodge Teel, Russell Thompson and Marcia Willett forming the remainder of the committee.  
PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
Ms. Pam McDonald, moderator of Presbyterian Women, submitted the following written report:
June 3-5, 2010, Six Presbyterian Women attended the Synod of Living Waters Triennial Gathering at First Presbyterian Church, Huntsville, Alabama.  The theme, “Celebrate God’s Goodness” infused all our learning opportunities.

July 21-23, 2010, Presbyterian Women from Alabama and Mississippi gathered at Spring Hill Presbyterian Church, Mobile, Alabama for our annual conference.  The theme was the Refiner’s Fire, taken from Zechariah 13:9.  At lease 16 women from our presbytery attended.

In September and October we had four successful Fall Cluster Gatherings, at Fondren Presbyterian Church, Jackson, Westminster Presbyterian Church, Hattiesburg, Westminster Presbyterian Church, Gulfport, and First Presbyterian Church, Natchez.  Each church prepared a display of their mission projects.  It is wonderful to see God working throughout our Presbytery on local mission projects, and throughout the world as Presbyterian Women support the mission of the church world wide.

This fall we began our study of the Book of Revelation.  The study book is written by the Rev. Dr. Barbara Rossing, an acclaimed author of many books and articles on Revelation.  Our prayer is that this study will strengthen our Christian witness, knowing that Christ is victorious.

COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY

Rev. Chas Jones presented the following report of the Committee on Ministry:
For information:

1. Rev. John Dudley has written on behalf of the presbytery to Rev. Bob Lee and his wife expressing our sympathy and assuring the Lees of our prayers upon the tragic death of their son Justin.

2. All congregations with installed pastors are encouraged to be current in making payments to the Board of Pensions.

3. The attention of all minister members of presbytery, of all ruling elders, and of all sessions is called to the paper on Separation Ethics (attached at the end of these minutes).
4. The Committee on Ministry has appointed a subcommittee to review the current Minimum Salary standards for installed pastors and to recommend changes. (These were last updated in 2000.)

5. The Committee on Ministry will report at the February 2011 stated meeting of presbytery on procedures to be followed in the examination of candidates and ministers who seek to become members of the presbytery.

6. At its May meeting, the presbytery approved an increase in the salary of the Rev. Elizabeth Gabbard.  The complete terms of call are as follows:

Prior


1/1/2010

 Cash salary                    


22000            
23502

SS supplement                 


6610             

6610

Total report IRS               


28610           

30112

 Housing                          


20000           

20000

Utility allowance



1200            

1200

Full medical, pension


14649           

14649

Continuing Ed reimbursement             
500                
500

Business Reimbursement                  
1000               
1000 

Travel per mile reimbursed outside McComb @ IRS allowable rate
7. The Committee on Ministry has approved the Church Information Form so that First Ocean Springs can call an Associate Pastor.

8. The Committee on Ministry has approved the Mission Statement developed by First-Trinity Laurel.  The congregation will now form a Pastor Nominating Committee.

Rev. Jones then moved the following action items:
The Committee on Ministry recommends that the presbytery:
1. appoint Rev. John Dudley as moderator of the session of First-Trinity Presbyterian Church, Rev. Su McLain as moderator of the session of Faith Presbyterian Church, and Rev. Steve Ramp as moderator of the session of Pineview Presbyterian Church

2. approve the request of Rev. John Shearer to be accepted as available for pulpit supply, stated supply, or interim pastor. Mr. Shearer is a minister of the United Christian Church and has served this and other presbyteries in these capacities in the past. He now resides in Utica, Mississippi.

3. approve the request of Rev. Andrew Hoffecker to be granted the status of honorable retirement as of October 28, 2010, with the congratulations and best wishes of the presbytery.
4. approve the request from the session at Prospect Presbyterian Church that Dr. Reid Whittington serve as temporary supply for another year beginning October 1 and that he again be authorized to celebrate the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper.

5. approve the request from the session of Wiggins Presbyterian Church that Mr.Bill Pettey serve another year as commissioned lay pastor beginning October 28, 2010. Mr. Pettey is in his seventh year as commissioned lay pastor at Wiggins Presbyterian Church.
Items 1-5 were approved.

Rev. Steve Ramp, Dean of the CLP training program, came forward to move the remaining action items.

The Committee on Ministry recommends that presbytery:
6. recognize and commend the eight elders of the presbytery who have completed all aspects  of the Commissioned Lay Pastor Training and are now available to receive commissions to serve as commissioned lay pastors . They are; Rachel Caldwell (First-Trinity Presbyterian Church); Pam Martin (Gautier Presbyterian Church); John and Marcia Willett (First Presbyterian Church of Pascagoula); Bruce Duckett (First Presbyterian Church of Ocean Springs); Bobby Tyson (Handsboro Presbyterian Church); Russell Thompson (First Presbyterian Church of Ocean Springs); and Robert White (Pilgrim Grove Presbyterian Church).

7. commission John Willett and Marcia Willett as commissioned lay pastors for Old Town Presbyterian Church of Bay St. Louis for one year, effective November 1, 2010.  
8. Commission Robert White as commissioned lay pastor for Pilgrim Grove Presbyterian Church in Newton for one year, effective November 1, 2010.

Item 6 was approved and the presbytery expressed its appreciation for the hard work of the trainees.

Rev. Ramp moved items 7 and 8 which were approved.  The Stated Clerk then propounded the constitutional questions and Chas Jones said a prayer.  John and Marcia Willett and Robert White were then declared commissioned to serve their respective congregations.
Ed Wolff reported on behalf of the Committee on Ministry that the minutes of the following congregations had been examined and approved without exception:  Bay St. Louis, Brookhaven, Diamondhead, Handsboro, Westminster Hattiesburg, Pisgah, Briarwood, Faith, St. Luke, First-Trinity Laurel, Liberty, Unity Memorial, Long Beach, First Lucedale, Vernal, Magnolia, J.J. White, Jones Memorial, Prospect, Trinity Meridian, Westminster Natchez, Osyka, First Pascagoula, Pineville, Port Gibson, United Sandersville, First Vicksburg, and Yokena.  First Ocean Springs was approved with exceptions (the cover sheet was missing).

ADMINISTRATIVE COMMISSION FOR DISASTER RECOVERY
George Bates reported on behalf of the Administrative Commission on Disaster Recovery.  All funds have been accounted for, and the commission’s remaining funds will be distributed among Gulf Coast congregations for any remaining disaster related matters.  All equipment has been accounted for and disbursed to other organizations on the coast, to the Presbytery of Middle Tennessee, and to those working on relief effort in Haiti.

The Administrative Commission then requested that the commission be dissolved, its duties having been responsibly fulfilled.  Steve Ramp offered an amendment that the commission be dissolved when a final accounting satisfactory to the Presbytery Council has been rendered, with the deep gratitude and appreciation of the presbytery.  The amendment was accepted, and the motion as amended was approved.  Charles Bowdler offered a prayer of thanksgiving for the hard work of the Commission over the years.  Clint Regen later reminded the presbytery of R.L. Richardson’s many years of service on this commission, for which the presbytery expressed its appreciation.
COMMITTEE ON PREPARATION FOR MINISTRY
Rev. Clint Regen reported for the Committee on Preparation for Ministry. The committee recommended that the presbytery
1. enroll Will Ratcliff, from First Presbyterian Church, Ocean Springs, as an Inquirer.

2. enroll Brad Lewis, from First Presbyterian Church, Pascagoula, as an inquirer.
3. examine Christopher Barnhardt with respect to his Christian faith, forms of Christian service undertaken, and motives for seeking the ministry, and upon approval of the examination, receive him as a Candidate.

Action items 1 and 2 were approved.  The Presbytery then examined Mr. Barnhardt that he might be received as a candidate under care of the presbytery.  The examination was approved.  The stated clerk propounded the four questions found in G-14.0305f of the 2005-07 Book of Order to the candidate.  Clint Regen gave a brief charge to the candidate and offered a prayer for him.

TRUSTEES

Chip Westbrook offered a report from the Trustees, who are actively administering two church properties, in Clinton and Orange Grove.  The Clinton property has been under a lease-purchase contract, and the congregation renting it would like to exercise the option to purchase.  This will be approved in the near future.  The Orange Grove property was a valuable staging area for relief operations on the coast.  A lease-purchase contract has been executed with an independent congregation now occupying the building.  The trustees hope to complete the sale of the building by next summer.
BOARD OF PENSIONS

Mr. Clark Simmons reported on the ongoing ministry of the Board of Pensions and led in a prayer of thanksgiving as the presbytery recessed for lunch.
STUDY COMMITTEE ON PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION

When presbytery reconvened, Rev. Mat Taylor, moderator of the Study Committee on Proposed Amendments to the current Book of Order, presented the recommendation of the committee on each proposed amendment.  Opportunity for discussion and debate followed each recommendation.  The vote of presbytery on the proposed amendments is summarized below:

A – Gifts and Requirements:  On Amending G-6.0106b

11 for; 47 against

B – Removing Stated Clerk:  On Amending G-9.0203b

52 for; 6 against

C – Requiring Sexual Misconduct Policy:  On Amending

14 for; 44 against


G-9.0404e

D – Nominating Committees:  On Amending G-9.0801a

25 for; 33 against

E – Presbytery Rolls and Registers:  On Amending


54 for; 4 against


G-11.0407

F – Certified Christian Educators:  On Amending


6 for; 52 against

G-11.0407 and G-14.0730

G – Synod Function:  On Amending G-12.0100



53 for; 5 against

H – Nominations Process:  On Amending G-13.0108


21 for; 37 against


G-13.0111a, and G-13.0202b
I – Prayer added to Ordination and Installation Services:

20 for; 38 against


On Amending W-4.4003, W-4.4004 and W-4.4006

J – Stay of Enforcement:  On Amending D-6.0103


2 for; 56 against

K – Preliminary Questions:  On Amending D-6.0306, 


48 for; 10 against


D-8.0302, and D-13.0302

L – Reviewing Work of Investigating Committee:


53 for; 4 against; 

On Amending D-10.0202 






1 abstention
M – Time Limit:  On Amending D-10.0401



7 for; 51 against

N – Appeal of “Not Guilty” Verdict:  On Amending


18 for; 40 against


D-13.0102 and D-13.0106

O – Decision of Permanent Judicial Commission:


7 for; 50 against, 

On Amending D-13.0404






1 abstention
NOMINATING COMMITTEE

Rev. Steve Ramp, moderator of the Nominating Committee, placed the following action items before the presbytery:

The Nominating Committee recommends that Presbytery

1. request the Committee on Representation to meet in the spring of each year to review the composition of various committees and report to the Presbytery at its meeting in May.  

2. direct the Committee on Representation to share its findings and recommendations with the Nominating Committee and endeavor to send a representative to meet with the Nominating Committee when it meets to develop its report for the October meeting of Presbytery.  

3. request the Moderators of the various Ecclesiastical and Program Committees to submit to the Nominating Committee by July 1 the names of three potential nominees which the Nominating Committee may consider in discharging its duty to find qualified nominees. 

4. Elect the following 47 persons (13 ministers of Word and Sacrament and 34 elders, all of whom have expressed a willingness to serve if elected) for the offices set forth next to their names:
Council:

Vice Moderator: 
Steve Puryear, Canton

At large class of 2014
Helen Morgan, St. Luke’s 

Trustees:   

Moderator:  Russell Thompson, Ocean Springs

Class of 2014 

Mac Forsyth – Westminster Hattiesburg

Class of 2014 

Pete Bloss – Westminster, Gulfport  

Committee on Representation:   Moderator:  Eddie Anthony, Faith

Class of 2013 

Stella Fair, Westminster Hattiesburg

Class of 2014 

Eddie Anthony, Faith

Class of 2014 

Aserelene Pickett, Pineview

Class of 2014 

Tommy Sullivan, Canton

Committee on Preparation for Ministry: Moderator:  Clint Regen, Pascagoula

Class of 2012 

Linda McDowell, Gautier

Class of 2013 

Hal Moore, Pascagoula

Class of 2014 

Ron Church, Gautier

Class of 2014 

Tom James, Canton

Committee on Ministry:  Moderator:  Sally-Lodge Teel, Ruth Memorial

Class of 2013
 
Elayne Hayes-Anthony, Faith

Class of 2013 

Bill McKay, Canton

Class of 2014 

Chas Jones, Diamondhead

Class of 2014 

Mat Taylor, Fondren

Class of 2014 

Sally-Lodge Teel, Ruth Memorial

Class of 2014 

Beth Wild, J.J. White

Class of 2014 

Marcia Willett, Pascagoula

Class of 2014 

Herman Mannery, St. Luke’s

Permanent Judicial Commission:  Moderator:
Steve Ramp

Class of 2017 

Col. Carl Holden, Faith

Class of 2017 

Richard Wood, Westminster Natchez

Class of 2017 

Theophilus King, St. Luke’s

Church Extension Committee:  Moderator:  Clark Remsburg, Canton

Class of 2012  

Pam Martin, Gautier

Class of 2012  

Patricia McCarty, Faith 

Class of 2013  

Evelyn Agnelly, Ruth Memorial

Class of 2013  

Philip Williams, Vernal

Class of 2014  

Becky Hennessey, Ocean Springs

Class of 2014  

Joe James, Vernal

Class of 2014 

Elizabeth Gabbard, J.J. White

Class of 2014 

Meddie Smith, St. Luke’s

Christian Nurture:  
Moderator: George Bendall

Class of 2012  

Steve Puryear, Canton

Class of 2014  

Sallie Stokes Wilson, St. Luke’s

Class of 2014  

Denny Read, First Natchez

Class of 2014  

James Dawson, Jr., Faith

Mission Committee: 
Moderator George Bates

Class of 2012  

Mae Helen King, St. Luke’s

Class of 2014  

Noelle Read, First Natchez

Class of 2014  

Inez Dunlap, Fondren

Class of 2014  

Myra Hester, Briarwood

Synod Committee on Representation:  Theophilus King

Cooperative Committee on Ordination Examinations Readers:

Sally-Lodge Teel

Clark Remsburg
Scott Castleman, Alternate
Items 1-4 were approved, the opportunity for nominations from the floor having been given.

Bob Friley and Bill McKay were nominated for Elder commissioner to the Synod of Living Waters for a two year term.  Bob Friley was elected to serve in this capacity.  Bubba Martin and Wilson Ruff were nominated to serve as Alternate Elder commissioner to the Synod of Living Waters.  Bubba Martin was elected to serve.
The presbytery then broke into clusters for the purpose of nominating new members to the Nominating Committee for the class of 2014:  The following were elected:
Coast Cluster:  Sonya Edwards, First Pascagoula
Southwest Cluster:  Rev. Elizabeth Gabbard
Meridian/Laurel/Hattiesburg Cluster:  Rev. Steve Ramp
Jackson Cluster:  Alex Austin, Fondren
The presbytery then elected Rev. Steve Ramp to serve as moderator of the Nominating Committee for a second year.
CHRISTIAN NURTURE COMMITTEE 

Rev. George Bendall gave the following report from the Christian Nurture Committee. 

The Christian Nurture Committee continues to be honored to serve the educational needs of this presbytery and to be instrumental in bringing together children, youth and adults for spiritual development and fellowship. 

Items for information

1. Kaleidoscope 2011, our presbytery-wide educational event, is scheduled for Friday and Saturday, February 11 & 12.  The theme for this year’s event is “With All Your Heart,” based on Jeremiah 29:13.  Ms. Dee Koza will be our keynote speaker.  Dee is a Certified Christian Educator with experience in the church, presbytery and at the national level of our denomination.  She is a well-respected, keynote speaker and a consultant to churches throughout the PC (USA), sharing her gifts in the areas of faith development, visioning and/or mission planning, narrative worship, and youth ministry.  Her latest published works are Faithful living in a Time of Violence and Peace Knows No Season.  Many other gifted clergy and laypersons will host workshops ranging from traditional Bible study and a look at both the Book of Confessions and Book of Order to the more creative, Art in Worship, Presbyterian Poets, and Christian Finance.  There will also be a youth track during this event, led by our Coordinator of Youth Camps and Retreats, Kennon Singley.  You won’t want to miss the delicious catered dinner at the Lauren Rogers Museum of Art or the Capital Brass (ensemble of the Jackson Symphony) concert at the church on Friday evening.  More information will be forthcoming, but please mark your calendars for Kaleidoscope 2011, February 11 & 12.

2. Planning for Kaleidoscope 2012 is also underway and we are pleased to announce that Rev. Dr. Stephen Hayner, President of Columbia Seminary, will be our keynote speaker.  Our theme that year will be “Rejoice in the Lord!” based on Philippians 4:4.  The dates for this event are February 10-11, 2012.  For those who haven’t purchased or received a 2012 calendar yet, you might just mark this on the blank carry over pages of your 2010 or your 2011 calendar!  We hope to see you there.

3. This committee has renewed its commitment to youth ministry.  Kennon Singley will continue to serve as our Coordinator for Youth Camps and Retreats in 2011.  Kennon can be reached by e-mail (kennonsingley@gmail.com) or telephone (601-684-1337) if you have questions related to youth events in our presbytery.  We hosted twenty-six youth for our Junior Camp this past summer.  Our Fall Youth Retreat is scheduled for Friday – Sunday, November 19-21, 2010 at J. J. White Presbyterian Church in McComb.  If you’ve not yet received information concerning this event, please contact Kennon.  A spring youth retreat will be held at Paul B. Johnson from April 8-10, 2011, so mark your calendars for that event as well.  And watch for information that will come to you soon regarding the re-activation of the Presbytery Youth Council.  This council will assist in the future planning of youth events in the presbytery, so be thinking of who might represent your congregation as our youth enter into this planning process.
Amy Ruff submitted the following report on the Presbyterian Fellowship at the University of Southern Mississippi:

It is my pleasure to report on Presbyterian Fellowship.  I have begun my 11th year as the director and every year is completely different from the previous year.

Some years the numbers of students are lean.  Some years the variety of denominations represented is vast.  Some years the students are high maintenance and full of problems.  Some years the students are self-sufficient and only want to be part of a fellowship group while away from home.  However, several things remain constant:  the students are searching for more that life has to offer, they desire fellowship in a safe environment, and they want to be fed physically and spiritually.  It is the ministry of Presbyterian Fellowship to meet those needs and any others that may arise.

“PF” currently meets on Tuesdays at the University of Southern Mississippi for lunch which is paid for by “PF”.  There are usually 10-12 students who come together for fellowship and catch up on what is going on in their lives. “PF” also meets on Thursdays at 6 PM at the Jones House of Westminster Presbyterian Church in Hattiesburg.  Supper is provided by “PF” and is followed by a Bible study and a time of sharing and prayer.  This group is comprised of students from USM, William Carey, and Pearl River Community College.  The denominations represented are Presbyterian, Baptist, Catholic, and Methodist.  There are usually around 15 who come on Thursday nights.

This ministry is a vital part of our Presbytery’s whole ministry and very much alive.  In fact, the numbers have tripled since last year, creating a strain on the “PF” budget.  If any church would like to add “PF” to their budget or make a monetary gift of any kind it would be greatly appreciated.  Feeding college students can get expensive.  

It is truly my passion and joy to serve the Presbytery through Presbyterian Fellowship.  Thank you very much for the opportunity.
CHURCH EXTENSION COMMITTEE
Rev. Clark Remsburg gave the following report for the Church Extension Committee. 

The CEC Committee continues to review and enhance our Presbytery’s relationship with churches which remain on pastoral aid.  Effective with the aid packages to be awarded this year are the following changes:

1. Aid will be available on a three year declining basis with the following schedule; 100% of requested amount up to available committee funding for the first year, 75% of the original request in year two, and 50% in year three, dropping to 0% after the third year.  This was approved at the February Presbytery meeting.

2. A new form has been adopted for aid requests, which is more covenantal in nature.  

3. Aid receiving churches will be encouraged to participate in the Cursillo events.

The Acts 16:5 initiative is entering its third and final year.  As with any program, there are those who have actively embraced this initiative and feel it has been a great blessing.  Then there are others.  Our committee will continue to fund scholarships already in place for this last year.  

The CEC has reviewed our charge as set forth in the “Presbytery Manual: Standing Rules, Operating Procedures, and Appendices.”  Recognizing that we are charged with more than “pastoral aid,” we are looking for additional partners who will join us as we look to the future.  Some of the items we are considering are:

1. Opportunities to partner with other committees within the Presbytery to initiate programs which would provide encouragement/training/renewal for participants (i.e. Cursillo).

2. Outreach and evangelistic initiatives in which churches can become involved.

3. New church plant(s). 

MISSION COMMITTEE

Dr. George Bates gave the following report for the Mission Committee:


Mission activities have been taking place at a fast pace in the Presbytery of Mississippi during 2010. The year began with a severe earthquake in Haiti on January 12.  More than 220,000 people lost their lives as a result of this catastrophe. The presbytery launched an immediate response by asking each church to take a special “Open Your Hearts to Haiti” offering on Sunday, February 14, which was Valentines Day. Nearly $10,000 was raised and sent to Haiti through The Outreach Foundation and Medical Benevolence Foundation. Later, the  Administrative Commission for Disaster Recovery, as one of its last acts, voted to donate a fifteen passenger van, a one-ton truck, and a 14 foot dump trailer to Haiti Outreach Ministries for use in the Haiti recovery. These vehicles are awaiting government approval before being shipped to Haiti by the Mississippi Air National Guard.


Due to the gravity of the situation in Haiti, the Mission Committee of the presbytery voted to partner with Haiti Outreach Ministries (already a partner organization with The Outreach Foundation) and assist them with their disaster recovery work. As a part of the presbytery’s contribution to this effort, Linda and George Bates agreed to schedule volunteer teams going to work in Haiti. To date (September 6, 2010) fifty-eight teams have been to Haiti to assist in construction and medical projects. Many more are scheduled to go in the coming months.


A number of congregations and individuals have taken part in international mission trips this year.  These include:


First Presbyterian of Natchez – A trip in February to Campeche, Mexico and 
vicinity to visit their sister congregation in the near-by town of China. Several 
new church developments in the interior of the Yucatan Peninsula were visited 
and bible school was held at two of these locations.


First Presbyterian of Pascagoula – A trip in April to Haiti to assist in construction 
of houses for Haitian families.  A second trip to Haiti is planned for December.


First-Trinity Presbyterian – A trip to Cuba in June to install a Living Waters for

            the World purification system at the Matanzas Seminary


First Presbyterian of Pascagoula – A trip to Ethiopia in July


Pastor Elizabeth Gabbard of J. J. White Memorial Presbyterian Church in 
McComb traveled to Uganda.


Linda McDowell, member of Gautier Presbyterian Church also traveled to

            Uganda to work with young mothers who were victims of the civil war in the 
northern part of that country.


George Bates, moderator of the Mission Committee, led a group to Haiti the last

            week in May to do an on-the-ground assessment of the crisis there. He was 

            accompanied by Dr. Chuck Borum, an elder at First Presbyterian in 
Natchez, and by people from Nebraska, Georgia, and North Carolina.


Because of the emphasis put on Haiti, the presbytery-sponsored mission trip to visit our partner presbytery in Brazil was postponed until November. A group of six from the presbytery will depart on November 29 and return on December 11. The main purpose of this trip is to attend the annual meeting of the Presbytery of the Northeast and sign the document renewing the partnership between our two presbyteries for another period of five years. Additionally, the group will visit the Center for Missionary Training which is operated by the Independent Presbyterian Church of Brazil in the coastal city of Natal. Other activities will be planned by the host presbytery. Persons making this trip will be Myra Hester, Michael Herrin, Steve Puryear, Spencer Holder, Linda Bates, and George Bates.


In July 2011 another group will visit Brazil. Interest from a number of folks in this trip indicates that it will be a considerably larger group. One of the main objectives of this trip will be to lay the groundwork for an exchange of youth mission groups, possibly in 2012.  Anyone interested in making this trip should contact George Bates or the presbytery office.


In order to make the Brazil partnership more effective and to increase mission awareness in the churches of the Presbytery of Mississippi, a steering sub-committee will be formed under the direction of the Mission Committee. This sub-committee will consist of two members (yet to be named) from each of the four clusters of the presbytery.

Sara Brown gave the following report for the Hunger Subcommittee:

The committee sent out surveys to all churches but all have not responded.  We need these for the committee to find out what the churches are doing in missions.

Certificates will be given to churches that participated in OGHS this year.

All money collected should be sent to the Presbytery office. This way our Presbytery will get credit for the offering.  Only 21 churches gave to OGHS for a total of $11,211.79.

Souper Bowl Sunday offering reported was $2,612.11. In 2011 the date is February 6.

The next offering will be JOY GIFT on December 19, 2010. This is to be sent to the office.                     

Sara then distributed certificates to the congregations that participated in the One Great Hour of Sharing Offering.

THANKS COMMITTEE

Rev. Heather Williamsen expressed the gratitude of the presbytery to Belhaven University for the excellent manner in which they hosted this meeting of presbytery.

REPORT OF COMMISSIONERS TO THE 219TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Rev. Chas Jones gave the following report:

The Presbytery of Mississippi was represented at the 219th General Assembly, meeting in Minneapolis, MN, July 3-10, 2010 by the following persons: Rev. Chas Jones, Diamondhead, Clergy Commissioner; Pete Bloss, Westminster Gulfport, Elder Commissioner; William Elmore, Young Adult Advisory Delegate.

In addition, Rev. Michael Herrin was an Overture Advocate on behalf of Presbytery.


There were nineteen Assembly Committees and each held six meetings of approximately three hours per meeting on subjects affecting the life and operation of the PCUSA. There were eleven General Assembly Business Meetings,  lasting several hours until the business on the agenda was completed for that meeting.  In addition there were many early morning and/or late night interest group meetings meeting daily. For commissioners fully engaged in the process, this gave a schedule each day from approximately 7.30 a.m. until 10.30 p.m. of the Assembly. Your Commissioners were fully engaged and influential throughout.

The following matters will be sent down to Presbyteries for debate and vote:

· Assembly voted 468 to 204 with 6 abstentions to send  proposed Foundations of Presbyterian Polity and a Revised New Form of Governments for ratification

· Assembly voted 525 to 150 with 3 abstentions to send the Belhar Confession (South Africa) for ratification. If approved this would join the other 11 Creeds and Confessions as part of the PCUSA Constitution.

· Assembly voted 373 to 323 with 5 abstentions (only 50 vote margin) to send to Presbyteries an overture that would amend the “fidelity/chastity” clause of the Book of Order (G-6.0106b).

The General Assembly also:

· Voted 439 to 208 to maintain the definition of marriage as between one man and one woman in the PCUSA Constitution;

· Approved the” Breaking down the Walls” report on the Middle East and reaffirmed Israel’s right to exist as a sovereign nation within secure and internationally recognized borders;

· Urged the Board of Pensions by a vote of 366 to 287 to extend equal spousal and dependent benefits to same gender domestic partners as it does to married plan members. It also approved an increase of up to 1% in BOP dues, effective January 1, 2012 to cover the cost of additional benefits;

· Voted 566 to 104 to create a 21 member middle governing body commission with authority to act on Assembly’s behalf to realignment requests from synods and presbyteries.

Young Adult Advisory Delegate William Elmore also submitted the following written report:

Grace and the Peace of Christ be with you!

I would like to thank the Presbytery for the opportunity to serve the Lord and the Church. It was an honor to represent the Presbytery on such a grand scale. I had a wonderful time in Minneapolis seeing the city, watching 4th of July fireworks, and seeing the Mississippi River from a different part of the country.

I was pleased serve on the Theological Issues and Institutions Committee. The committee voted on many heavy issues including passing the Belhar Confession to Plenary. Although they sometimes seemed like they would never end, being a part of Plenary was my favorite experience from the trip.

Thank you again for giving me this amazing opportunity.
BILLS AND OVERTURES COMMITTEE

Rev. Elizabeth Gabbard reported on behalf of the Bills and Overtures Committee, recommending that the presbytery endorse and send the letter to the Board of Pensions submitted by the session of First Port Gibson. The presbytery voted instead to table the issue.
ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, presbytery adjourned with prayer by Rev. Elizabeth Gabbard at 3:00pm to meet, Deo volente, in its next stated meeting at First-Trinity Presbyterian Church in Laurel on Friday, February 11, 2011.

Ms. Betty Simmons, Moderator                       ATTEST: __________________________

Rev. Michael Herrin, Stated Clerk                                    Michael Herrin, Stated Clerk

Nota bene: These minutes were read, reviewed, and then approved by the moderator, the vice moderator, the administrative presbyter and the stated clerk of presbytery.
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