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NOTE: It is the policy of this presbytery to authorize the Moderator and the Stated Clerk to read and approve the minutes for the presbytery. The minutes are not printed until this approval is given. Also, once a year the presbytery prints a separate directory, with the committee structure, and with names and addresses of all churches, ministers, clerks of sessions, candidates, and committee members. Also, once a year the annual audit is reported and made available to the presbytery at a regular stated meeting.
STATED MEETING

February 11, 2011

The Presbytery of Mississippi met for its ninetieth stated meeting at First-Trinity Presbyterian Church in Laurel on Friday, February 11, 2011 at 9:00 a.m. with Moderator Betty Simmons presiding. The meeting began with a Service of Worship led by Elder Rachel Caldwell. The sermon, based upon I Kings 19:1-15 and Matthew 17:1-8, was delivered by Rev. Heather Williamsen.  During the service the presbytery celebrated the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper.

ROLL

A quorum was present with the following sixteen ministers and thirty-four elders enrolled for the meeting:

	Churches
	Ministers
	Elders

	
	
	

	Bay St. Louis, Old Town
	John and Marcia Willett, CLPs
	Virgil Harris

	Bay Springs, Gavin Chapel
	vacant

	without representation

	Brookhaven, First
	Edwin J. Wolff, CLP
	without representation

	Canton, First
	Clark Remsburg
	Stephen M. Puryear

	Diamondhead, Diamondhead
	Chas Jones
	Hank Holcomb

	Gautier, Gautier
	Ron Church
	without representation

	Gulfport, Handsboro
	Pam Martin, CLP*
	without representation

	Gulfport, Westminster
	George Bendall
	Robert Wood

	Hattiesburg, Pineview
	T.S.
	Sarah Amos

	Hattiesburg, Westminster
	Steve Ramp
	Mac Forsyth

	Heidelberg, Fairview
	vacant
	Henrietta Bender

	Heidelberg, McFarland

	vacant
	without representation

	Heidelberg, Pisgah
	Norma Loposser, CLP*
	without representation

	Jackson, Briarwood
	Charles Bowdler*
	Betty Keating
Betty Simmons***

	Jackson, Faith
	vacant
	without representation

	Jackson, Fondren
	Mat Taylor
	Diane Blankenhorn

	Jackson, St. Luke’s
	Theophilus King*
	without representation

	Kosciusko, Alexander Memorial
	vacant
	without representation

	Laurel, First-Trinity
	vacant
	Jerry Goode

	Liberty, Liberty
	Walt Gaston, CLP
	Rick Stratton

	Liberty, Unity Memorial
	Walt Gaston, CLP
	Tom Lewis

	Long Beach, Long Beach
	Rob Butler
	Cara Adams

	Lucedale, First
	vacant
	Yvette Hillman

	Lucedale, Vernal

	Philip Williams
	Bettie Mosley

	Magnolia, Magnolia
	Charles Ray, CLP*
	without representation

	McComb, J.J. White Memorial
	Elizabeth Gabbard*
	Excused

	Meridian, Jones Memorial
	T.S.
	Jerry Snell

	Meridian, Prospect
	T.S.
	Rachel Covington

	Meridian, Trinity
	vacant
	Coralie Richardson

	Natchez, First
	Denny Read*
Noelle Read*
	Rosemary Hall

	Natchez, Westminster
	Richard Wood
	Wallace Willard

	Newton, Pilgrim Grove
	Robert White, CLP
	without representation

	Ocean Springs, First
	Scott Castleman
	Bill Hennessey

	Osyka, Osyka
	Charles Ray, CLP*
	without representation

	Pascagoula, First
	vacant
	Susan Cowart

	Pass Christian, Pineville
	T.S.
	Vance Sprague

	Poplarville, Ruth Memorial
	Sally-Lodge Teel, S.S.
	without representation

	Port Gibson, First
	Michael Herrin
	Jim Cassell

	Sandersville, United
	vacant
	Robert Sanders

	Toomsuba, Toomsuba
	vacant
	without representation

	Vicksburg, First

	Tim Brown
	without representation

	Vicksburg, Yokena
	Michael Herrin, S.S.
	Sharon Taylor

	Wiggins, Wiggins

	Bill Pettey, CLP
	Charles Whittington

	*= Excused      **= Absent Without Excuse     ***= G-11.0101c    


Other Ministers Present: John Dudley, Morris Taylor, and Heather Williamsen.
Other Ministers with Excused Absence: All honorably retired ministers, except those listed above as being present, Leon Bracey, Joe Martin, Lynn Miller and David Ray.
Ministers Absent without Excuse: Gene Anderson, Barron Banks, and George Barnett.
Corresponding Members:
Visitors: Bob Arnold, Christopher Barnhardt, Dawn Barnhardt, Dr. George Bates, Linda Bates, Sara Brown (Hunger Action Enabler), Rachel Caldwell, Paul Cory, Woodie Cowart, Dewayne Harrison, Susie Lee Harrison, Elaine Jones, Larry Mills (Belhaven), Linda Sartor, Tom Sartor, Kennon Singley, Linda Soons, Roger Soons, J.T. Simmons, Annie Ruth Thigpen, Reid Whittington, and Mary Willard.
Rev. Steve Ramp opened the meeting with a prayer.  Upon recommendation of the stated clerk, Rev. Michael Herrin, the moderator declared a quorum present.  The docket presented by the stated clerk was adopted. Steve Puryear, ruling elder from First Presbyterian Church of Canton, was installed as the new Vice-moderator of presbytery. The administrative presbyter then presented a gavel to Ms. Betty Simmons, the retiring moderator, as an expression of appreciation for the excellent job she had done as moderator during 2010. Rev. John Dudley, Mac Forsyth, Betty Keating, and Rev. Clark Remsburg were appointed to the Bills and Overtures Committee.  Rev. Mat Taylor was appointed to the Thanks Committee. The Moderator has also appointed Dr. Andy Hoffecker, Dr. Joe Martin, and Wendel Ruff to a committee to study the Belhar Confession and report to the presbytery at its May meeting.  Elder Jerry Goode then welcomed the presbytery to First-Trinity Presbyterian Church.

REPORT OF THE STATED CLERK

Communications and other matters presented by the stated clerk were handled as indicated:

1. Excused absences were granted as requested and as reflected in the roll for this meeting.
2. It was announced that a graveside service for Tom Suttle would be held at Lakewood Memorial Park at 11:00 a.m. Saturday, February 12, with the memorial service at Covenant Presbyterian Church in Jackson following at 2:00 p.m. Visitation will be after the service in the church parlor.

3. A worship service recognizing Robert White’s commission to serve Pilgrim Grove Presbyterian Church was held on February 6, 2011.
4. The 219th General Assembly (2010) directed the Stated Clerk of the General Assembly to make available to every congregation the report, “Living Through Economic Crisis: The Church’s Witness in Troubled Times.” The report is online at http://www.pcusa.org/media/uploads/acswp/pdf/living_through_economic_crisis_ed.pdf.

5. The following letter of thanks from Dr. John Dudley has been received:

November 30, 2010 

Ms. Betty Simmons 
Moderator 

Presbytery of Mississippi 
5405 Kaywood Drive 
Jackson, MS 39211 

Dear Betty, 

I want to thank you and all the members of the Presbytery of Mississippi for the beautiful framed copy of Rembrandt's "Supper at Emmaus," for the resolution written (I assume) by Rev. Charles Bowdler (or perhaps by Rev. Michael Herrin) and handsomely preserved on a plaque, and the love offering (which was completely unexpected), all of which were presented to me at the stated meeting of presbytery on October 28, 2010 at Belhaven University. 

The painting (one of my very favorites) now adorns - appropriately enough - our dining room where it serves as a reminder to us every time we sit down at table of the one who is the host and who provides us the Bread of Life. The plaque is in my study at home and is positioned in such a way that I do not see it when I am seated at my desk - and thus avoid getting a swelled head. The love offering is in our savings account. My wife and I have been very frugal over the past forty-four years, but in due time we shall make a proper use of this generous gift. 

The Lord has blessed me in so many ways over the years. Surely one of His greatest blessings to me has been the incredibly rich privilege of sharing my Christian pilgrimage with all the members of the Presbytery of Mississippi.
In Christ,   John Dudley
6. In accordance with action taken by sessions on the following dates, presbytery granted to the following congregations relief of conscience because of their objection as a matter of conscience to the payment of abortion claims by the Medical Plan of the Board of Pensions of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A):

October 10, 2010 – J.J. White Memorial Presbyterian Church

November 21, 2010 – First Presbyterian Church of Canton

November 28, 2010 – Liberty Presbyterian Church

November 28, 2010 – Osyka Presbyterian Church

November 28, 2010 – First Presbyterian Church of Port Gibson

December 5, 2010 – First Presbyterian Church of Lucedale

December 5, 2010 – Magnolia Presbyterian Church

December 13, 2010 – First Presbyterian Church of Ocean Springs

December 21, 2010 – First Presbyterian Church of Pascagoula

February 6, 2011 – Wiggins Presbyterian Church

7. The following statistical report prepared by the stated clerk in partial fulfillment of G-11.0305 was approved:

I.   Ministerial Changes, 2010

     Ministers on Roll, January 1, 2010


56

     Ministers Deceased




  1 (Emett Barfield)

     Ministers Dismissed to Other Presbyteries

  1 (Jim White)                                                                    

     Ministers Dismissed to Other Denominations
  0

     Permanent Removal from the Roll


  0

     Ministers Received from Other Presbyteries

  1 (Heather Williamsen)

     Ministers Ordained by the Presbytery


  1 (Ron Church)

     Ministers Received from Other Denominations
  0

     Ministers Restored to Roll



  0

     Ministers on Roll, January 1, 2011


56

Number of Installations
2 (Richard Wood, Ron Church)

Number of Dissolutions
2 (Gene Anderson, Clint Regen)

II.    Commissioned Lay Pastors
9 (Walt Gaston, Norma Loposser, Pam Martin, Bill Pettey, Charles Ray, John Willett, Marcia Willett, Robert White, Edwin J Wolff)      
III.   Churches on Roll, January 1, 2010


43

       Additions





  0

       Dissolutions





  0

       Dismissals





  0

       Churches on Roll, January 1, 2011


43  

IV.  Inquirers on Roll, January 1, 2011
3 (Brad Lewis, Will Ratcliff, Calvin Triplett)

     Candidates on Roll, January 1, 2011
3 (Chris Barnhardt, Martha Cherry, Joan Gandy)

8. The annual audit for 2009 required by the Book of Order has been completed.  Copies are available in the presbytery office.

9. The following overture from the session of the Yokena Presbyterian Church was referred to the Bills and Overtures Committee:
The Session of Yokena Presbyterian Church requests that presbytery empower the Moderator to appoint a committee to 

1. study “Time for Something New” and accompanying letters from the Fellowship of Presbyterian pastors, found at http://www.cpconline.org/fellowship_pcusa
2. study the letter written in response by the Moderator and Stated Clerk of the General Assembly and the Executive Director of the General Assembly Mission Council, found at http://www.pcusa.org/news/2011/2/4/time-discernment
3. examine the progress of votes on the denomination’s constitutional issues

4. analyze the Board of Pensions’ decision concerning changes to the Benefits Plan

5. report its findings at upcoming meetings of presbytery

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS AND VISITORS

Following announcements visitors and first-time elder commissioners were introduced.

PRESBYTERY COUNCIL

Rev. John Dudley reported for the Finance Subcommittee. He presented the proposed 2011 Benevolence Budget which the presbytery approved.  
Note:   The Benevolence Budget for 2011 appears as an appendix to this set of minutes. Financial statements for 2010 for both the Ecclesiastical (Per Capita) Budget and the Program (Benevolence) Budget also appear at the end of these minutes.

Betty Simmons presented the remaining recommendations of the Council:
1. that presbytery allow Westminster Presbyterian Church of Hattiesburg to use the vacant presbytery office space from time to time and that presbytery’s rent be mitigated by $100 per month in return for such use.

2. that presbytery accept the offer of the Gautier Presbyterian Church to host the stated meeting of presbytery on May 19.

3. that presbytery suspend the standing rules to allow the date of its October stated meeting to be set for Thursday, October 20 (This requires a 2/3 vote).

4. that presbytery find that there is no imbalance in representation of ruling elders and teaching elders at meetings of presbytery and that presbytery is therefore in compliance with G-11.0101b, on the basis of the following attendance figures: 

February, 2010:

19 teaching elders, 34 ruling elders

May, 2010:


25 teaching elders, 27 ruling elders

October, 2010:

29 teaching elders, 40 ruling elders

5. that, if the vehicles the Disaster Recovery Commission has offered to the Haiti Outreach Ministries have not been shipped by March 1, the offer to donate this equipment be withdrawn.

All these recommendations were approved.

Upon request of the sessions of the Canton and Port Gibson congregations, Council also recommended that the letter to the Board of Pensions which was laid on the table at its October meeting be taken off the table for discussion and action.  The presbytery voted to remove the letter from the table and after discussion, referred it to the Bills and Overtures Committee.

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
Ms. Pam McDonald, moderator of Presbyterian Women, submitted the following written report:
Since the fall of 2010, Presbyterian Women have met to study the book of Revelation.  Everywhere I go I hear that the women are enthused and intrigued by the study.  They comment that Revelation is so full of hope and promise.  Many churches are sharing their study with others not in their local church.

Missions continue to be the dominant theme for Presbyterian Women.  They continue their local projects and are raising money for Churchwide causes.  Quite a few women are interested in both the trip to our sister presbytery in Brazil and the mission trip to Haiti.

January 21-22, 2011 was our annual Winter Retreat.  Forty-three women gathered to discover how interest in the arts can influence our spirituality and how we can enhance our worship through the arts.  The retreat was led by the Rev. Dr. Lynn Miller.  It was a wonderful experience for all.

In April we will gather in Diamondhead for our annual gathering to elect and install new officers for the next two years.  Sara Brown will be installed as the new moderator.  I have thoroughly enjoyed my two years as moderator and serving on the Presbytery Council.  Thanks to everyone in the presbytery for welcoming me and working with me to make Presbyterian Women a great way to serve our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY

Rev. Chas Jones presented the following items for the presbytery’s information:

1. First-Trinity Presbyterian Church in Laurel held a congregational meeting on January 16 to establish a Pastor Nominating Committee.  
2. Upon mutual agreement between Rev. Clint Regen and the First Presbyterian Church of Pascagoula, the Committee on Ministry has dissolved the pastoral relationship effective December 26, 2010.  Rev. Regen has taken a call to the pulpit of the Wimberley Presbyterian Church in Mission Presbytery (Texas). A congregational meeting was held at First Pascagoula on January 23 to appoint a Pastor Nominating Committee. Rev. Rob Butler has been appointed as liaison between COM and the committee
3. Approved the employment by the session of First Presbyterian Church of Pascagoula of Rev. Larry Duncan as interim pastor, effective March 1, 2011.  Larry is a minister member of National Capital Presbytery.

4. Upon mutual agreement between Rev. Jim Rackley and the First Presbyterian Church of Lucedale, the Committee on Ministry has dissolved the pastoral relationship effective January 31, 2011.
5. The Committee on Ministry examined and approved Candidate Jonathan Tony and granted him permission to move onto the field as Associate Pastor of Ocean Springs Presbyterian Church, with an effective starting date of March 1, 2011 or soon thereafter.

Rev. Jones also presented the following action items, all of which the presbytery approved.  The Committee on Ministry recommended that

1. Rev. Philip Williams be appointed moderator of the session of First Presbyterian Church of Lucedale.

2. Rev. Scott Castleman be appointed moderator of the session of First Presbyterian Church of Pascagoula.

3. Rev. Sally-Lodge Teel be approved as stated supply for Ruth Memorial Presbyterian Church for an additional year in keeping with the request of the session of that congregation.

4. Presbytery approve the request of Pisgah Presbyterian Church for Norma Loposser’s commission to serve as commissioned lay pastor be extended for one year and that she be authorized to fulfill all functions listed in G-14.0562 a-e.

5. Presbytery commission Pam Martin to serve as commissioned lay pastor for Handsboro Presbyterian Church with an effective starting date of November 21, 2010, and that she be authorized to fulfill all functions listed in G-14.0562 a-e.

6. Presbytery approve the request of Faith Presbyterian Church in Jackson to be granted a waiver of Board of Pensions vacancy dues, since the congregation does not plan to call a full-time pastor to fill its pulpit.

7. according to G-14.0226c, Presbytery grant the First Presbyterian Church of Lucedale a waiver of the requirement for rotation of terms of elders on session for the years 2011-2013.
8. the following changes in the terms of call for Rev. Charles Bowdler be approved:

	Year
	2010
	2011

	Annual Cash Salary
	$33,813 
	$37,314 

	Housing, Utility, furnishing allow.
	$40,000 
	$40,000 

	Benefits (Family Medical, Pension)
	$26,844 
	$26,784 

	Self-Employment Contributions Act (SECA)
	$5,976 
	$6,000 

	Family Dental Insurance
	$1,217 
	$1,217 

	Auto Allowance
	$4,000 
	$4,000 

	Continuing Education, Professional Exp., Miscellaneous Exp.
	$2,650 
	$2,650 

	Books and publications
	$1,000 
	$1,000 

	
	
	

	Total
	$115,500 
	$118,965 


9. in accord with the provisions of G – 11.0407, the following categories of membership be approved as of January 1, 2011 for the continuing members of the Presbytery of Mississippi.

I.   Active Members

A.   In Service Within Congregations of This Church   (G – 11.0406a; 11.0409)

George Bendall

Charles Bowdler

Tim Brown (Designated Pastor)

Rob Butler

Scott Castleman

Ron Church

Elizabeth Gabbard

Michael Herrin

Chas Jones

Theophilus King 

James Rackley (Stated Supply)

Steve Ramp

Denny Read

Noelle Read

Clark Remsburg 

Mat Taylor

Sally Lodge Teel (Stated Supply)

Philip Williams 

Richard Wood

B.   In Other Service to This Church   (G – 11.0406a; 11.0410)

John Dudley (Administrative Presbyter)

Joseph Martin (College Professor)

C.   In Service Beyond the Jurisdiction of This Church  (G – 11.0406a; 11.0411) - none

D.   Honorably Retired   (G – 11.0406a; 11.0412)

Joe Pack Arnold

Rims Barber

Martha Blount

Frank Brown

Annie Bryant

Lionel Cable

David Caldwell

Knox Chamblin

James Hardy

Rusty Hays

Andrew Hoffecker

Norma Jones

Richard Jones

William Jones

Paul Kendall

Gordon Lyle

Ron McFarland

Su McLain

Marc Mihail

Cecil Moore

Clarence Roberts

Cecil Ryland

William Smith

Richard Swayze

Morris Taylor (Pastor Emeritus)

Calvin Triplett

Newton Wilson

II.   Members-At-Large   (G – 11.0406b; 11.0413)

Gene Anderson

Barron Banks

George Barnett

Leon Bracey

Lynn Miller

David Ray
Clint Regen
Heather Williamsen
III.   Inactive Members (G-11.0406c; 11.0415) – none
REPORTS OF OTHER ECCLESIASTICAL COMMITTEES
The Committee on Preparation for Ministry, the Committee on Representation and the Trustees had no report. 
STUDY COMMITTEE ON THE PROPOSED FORM OF GOVERNMENT
George Bendall presented the report of this committee, which had several overall concerns:

· The proposed form of government (nFOG) is intentionally shorter, but the loss of many details will remove rules that hold us together as one denomination.

· The nFOG places insufficient emphasis on the worship of the Church.

· The proposed nFOG purports to make the church more missional.  But if you want to have a more missional congregation, it is sufficient simply to study the New Testament and put its principles into practice.  The concept of church being missional is not new.

· The current form of government is adequate and workable, and it makes sense.  The nFOG doesn’t lead us to improve areas in which the church has been remiss.  It doesn’t make us more faithful or braver or stronger.

· The details in the current form of government are cumbersome at times, but the clarity is helpful.  It gives a sense of respect and dignity to the call to be a pastor.

· The current amendment process by its length gives people pause when considering changes, and encourages people to think about the consequences of proposed changes.

The committee also had some specific concerns about the language of the nFOG:

· What will the nFOG do to the question of ordination standards which is currently so controversial within the church?

· The advice of the General Assembly Permanent Judicial Commission is especially worrisome – the entire history of case law will be lost, and important due process protections will be lost if the nFOG is adopted.

· Loss of the Committee on Ministry and its prescribed procedures will cause problems.

· Having different manuals of operation in each presbytery will distance us from other presbyteries across the denomination.

· In the nFOG, presbyteries can decide to allow interims to become the next installed pastor.  This would undermine the purpose of interim pastors.

· In the nFOG, presbyteries can decide to allow associates to become the next installed pastor.  This would inject unhelpful politics into questions of pastoral succession.

The committee unanimously recommended that the Presbytery of Mississippi vote “no” on the proposed form of government.  On a voice vote, the presbytery voted “no” on the proposed form of government without a single dissenting vote.
NOMINATING COMMITTEE

Rev. Steve Ramp, moderator of the Nominating Committee, placed the following action items before the presbytery, all of which were approved:

The Nominating Committee recommends that Presbytery

1. Approve the following members of the Hunger Subcommittee of the Mission Committee:  Sara Brown, Wyatt Brumfield, Carolyn Burch, Pam Gee, Jackie Moran, Aserelene Pickett, and Jane Rayborn, with Pam Gee to serve as moderator and Sara Brown as Hunger Action Enabler.
2. Approve the following members of the Kaleidoscope subcommittee of the Christian Nurture Committee:  Sarah Amos, Diane Blankenhorn, Sara Brown, John Catron, Dorothy Daniels, Frances Hardy, Lillian Magruder, Pam McDonald, Annie Ruth Thigpen, and John Willett, with John Catron to serve as moderator.
3. Elect the Rev. George Bendall to complete the term of Rev. Clint Regen on the Committee on Preparation for Ministry and serve as Moderator of the Committee.

4. Elect the Rev. Lynn Miller to complete the term of Rev. George Bendall on the Christian Nurture Committee and serve as Moderator of the Committee.

CHRISTIAN NURTURE COMMITTEE 

Rev. George Bendall gave the following report from the Christian Nurture Committee. 

The Christian Nurture Committee continues to be honored to serve the educational needs of this presbytery and to be instrumental in bringing together children, youth and adults for spiritual development and fellowship. 

Items for information:

1. Kaleidoscope 2011, our presbytery-wide educational event, follows the adjournment of this meeting of the presbytery and continues through tomorrow noon.  The theme for this year’s event is “With All Your Heart,” based on Jeremiah 29:13.  Ms. Dee Koza is our keynote speaker.  Dee is a Certified Christian Educator with experience in the church, presbytery and at the national level of our denomination.  She is a well-respected keynote speaker and a consultant to churches throughout the Presbyterian Church (USA), sharing her gifts in the areas of faith development, visioning and/or mission planning, narrative worship, and youth ministry.  Her latest published works are Faithful Living in a Time of Violence and Peace Knows No Season.  Many other gifted clergy and laypersons are here to host workshops ranging from traditional Bible study and a look at both the Book of Confessions and Book of Order to the more creative, Art in Worship, and Christian Finance.  There will also be a youth ministry workshop, led by our Coordinator of Youth Camps and Retreats, Kennon Singley.  You won’t want to miss the delicious catered dinner at the Lauren Rogers Museum of Art or the Capital Brass (ensemble of the Jackson Symphony) concert at the church this evening.  

2. Planning for Kaleidoscope 2012 is also underway and we are pleased to announce that Rev. Dr. Stephen Hayner, President of Columbia Seminary, will be our keynote speaker.  Our theme for that year will be “Rejoice in the Lord!” based on Philippians 4:4.  The dates for this event are February 10-11, 2012.  Please mark these dates on your calendar so that you don’t forget this event when planning for 2012.

3. This committee has renewed its commitment to youth ministry.  Kennon Singley will continue to serve as our Coordinator for Youth Camps and Retreats in 2011.  Kennon can be reached by e-mail (kennonsingley@bellsouth.net) or telephone (601-684-1337) if you have questions related to youth events in our presbytery.  Our Fall Youth Retreat was held Friday – Sunday, November 19-21, 2010 at J. J. White Memorial Presbyterian Church in McComb.  Youth attending the event assisted in the construction of shelving for MICA (McComb Interdenominational Care Association) Food Pantry.  Our Spring Youth Retreat (for 7th – 12th graders) will be held at Paul B. Johnson Park from April 8-10, 2011.  Mark your calendars and begin sharing this information with the youth of our presbytery and their parents.  Kennon has brochures available today for you to distribute and promote the event.  Watch also for information that will come to you soon regarding the re-activation of the Presbytery Youth Council.  This council will assist in the future planning of youth events in the presbytery, so be thinking of who might represent your congregation as our youth enter into this planning process.  Our Summer Junior Camp (Rising 4th – Rising 7th graders) has been booked for July 12-16, 2011 at Percy Quinn State Park.  We’ve set an aggressive goal of seventy-five campers for this year’s camp, so we need your help.  Start talking this event up at your church.  Parents and kids are already scheduling their summer activities and we want them to get this event on their calendars now.  Registration fees continue to be unbelievably affordable.  Where can you send a kid to camp for four and a half days for only $100?  You can’t!  We’ll have brochures available by May 1, 2011.  

4. Last, but not least, by any means.  We’re encouraging you to attend the J. J. White Memorial Presbyterian Church 2011 World Mission Conference scheduled for February 18th, 19th, and 20th.  On Friday and Saturday evening things get started at 6:00 p.m. with a keynote address by Rev. Dr. Stephen Hayner, newly installed President of Columbia Theological Seminary.  Rev. Hayner will be preaching from Isaiah 6:1-9 throughout the weekend.  On Sunday morning he will deliver the sermon at 10:30 a.m.  If you would like additional information about the conference, please contact Whitney or Carol Rawlings, Mission Conference Co-Chairs by calling the church office at (601) 684-4189 or drop them an e-mail at jjwhitememorial@bellsouth.net.  Please join the congregation for this exciting and educational event.   

REPORT OF THE CHURCH EXTENSION COMMITTEE

Rev. Clark Remsburg gave the following report of the Church Extension Committee:

The Church Extension Committee is continuing its work along several different lines.  The following items are for presbytery’s information only:

1. We continue to support churches who request pastoral aide.  The committee revised the forms for those requests, and also revised the length of time churches might receive aide.  We changed from an open-ended pastoral aide support to a three year declining scale of support.  To date we have received two requests for aide.

2. We are going to encourage congregations and their lay leadership within the presbytery to participate in upcoming Cursillo events.

3. We expect to finalize a “small grant” program available to all churches to help support new programs or events at our meeting in February.  This is dependent upon the passage of the presbytery’s Benevolence budget.

4. We have begun a discussion to explore the planting of a new church within our presbytery.

5. We are looking for an event which would help and encourage the pastors of churches within the presbytery.

6. This is the last year for the Acts 16:5 Initiative.

REPORT OF THE MISSION COMMITTEE
Dr. George Bates presented the following report of the Mission Committee:
For information:

1. The Laurel Hispanic Ministry continues its work, teaching recent immigrants from Latin America to speak English.

2. George Bates, Michael Herrin and Steve Puryear travelled to Brazil to renew the presbytery partnership for another five years.  The partnership agreement can be found at the end of this committee’s report.  Because of legal difficulties, the Linda Bates School has had to suspend its operations for this school year.  The presbytery hopes to reopen the school next year, employing public school teachers.  

3. A mission trip to Northeast Brazil is being planned for the first two weeks in July.  Those interested in going should contact Dr. George Bates or the presbytery office.

4. At its October 13, 2005 meeting, the presbytery approved “that proceeds from the sale of the Fayette church property, at present $14,000.00, be designated for New Church Development for a period of five years, and if not used for this purpose, be transferred to the Mission Committee budget.”  These funds have not been used for a new church development project, and so the Mission Committee looks forward to adding these funds to its budget.

TEXT OF PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT

Independent Presbyterian Church of Brazil

Presbytery of the Northeast

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)

Presbytery of Mississippi

The Lord Jesus on the night when He was betrayed, prayed to the Father using the following words.  Our desire is that they may guide our partnership.

"I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will believe in me through their word, that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me … and have loved them even as you have loved me” (John 17:20-21, 23).

Beyond the differences in language, beyond political boundaries, beyond denominational governance, there is a unity we share in Jesus Christ which is a part of the mystery of faith.  Our partnership is an expression of this unity.

Therefore, the Independent Presbyterian Church of Brazil (IPIB) and the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) (PCUSA) have entered into a partnership covenant, in mutual prayer committing themselves to developing partnerships “between local churches, presbyteries, and lay groups.”

With encouragement and support from the Outreach Foundation, the Presbytery of Mississippi of the PCUSA (PBYMS) and the Presbytery of the Northeast of the IPIB (PRENE) entered into a partnership agreement, which was formally signed in Ocean Springs, Mississippi, USA, on February 21, 2002 by Rev. Kleber Nobre de Quieroz on behalf of PRENE and Rev. Andy Wells on behalf of PBYMS.

It is in order to bring us closer to fulfillment of the words of our Lord, in order to live out the commitments of our respective denominations and in order to continue a mutually fruitful friendship that the PBYMS and the PRENE pledge, in full reliance on the grace of God and the power of the Holy Spirit, to continue our partnership.  We pray that God would continue to bless us, that we might experience

· A growing, deepening friendship between the people of Northeast Brazil and central and southern Mississippi.

· A growing, deepening understanding of each other’s faith, and of what it means to live the Christian life in each other’s culture.

· A new and better understanding of how we are one in the body of Christ and how we are called to live and minister together in the world today.

· Greater insights on evangelism, learning how vibrant faith, zeal for Christ, and holistic ministry can aid the spread of the gospel in our two cultures.

· More comprehensive knowledge of how we can work together to alleviate the problems of poverty and family disintegration that are so common within both of our presbyteries.

· Growth in our understanding of the power of prayer.

· Worship together in ways that bring glory to God, that enliven the Church, that demonstrate the reality of the Kingdom of God to the world, and that deepen and encourage our common faith.

Members of both presbyteries pledge to pray regularly for one another, asking for God’s guidance, and interceding for special needs as they become known.  To this end, we agree

· To communicate special prayer requests on a regular basis, both within our presbyteries and between our presbyteries.

· To inform each other about special events and activities of interest.

· To set aside one Lord’s Day every year to celebrate our partnership and to engage in concerted prayer for each other.

Because we understand that each presbytery has gifts to offer and needs to be attended, we will show respect for the autonomy of each presbytery, by respecting each other’s policies, structures, programs, and priorities.  To this end, we commit

· To maintain regular communication between the Executive Committee of PRENE and the Presbytery Council of PBYMS, or its designees.

· To ensure that all members of the Executive Committee of PRENE will be included in correspondence between the two presbyteries.

· To ensure that all members of the Presbytery Council of the PBYMS (or its designees) will be included in correspondence between the two presbyteries.

Affirming that being together is central to our common life and mission, we understand that visits between our two presbyteries are essential to the maintenance of the partnership.  To this end, we pledge

· To send delegations from each presbytery, both to encourage our hosts and to learn more about their life and ministry.

· To receive delegations from each presbytery, planning special worship services and other activities to celebrate our partnership.

· To involve both the Mission Committee of PBYMS and the Executive Committee of PRENE in planning visits from presbytery representatives.

Mission to the lost and the needy cannot be separated from Christian discipleship.  We rejoice in each other’s efforts to spread the gospel both within our bounds and around the world.  To that end, we commit 

· To invite each other to become involved in the mission projects within our bounds.  

· To respect the priorities for mission established by both the Mission Committee of PBYMS and the Executive Committee of PRENE, limiting our participation in each other’s mission projects according to those priorities.

· To respond to each other’s requests for help with grace and generosity.

· To make any and all financial contributions to each other’s mission projects only after consultation between the Executive Committee of PRENE and the Mission Committee of PBYMS or its designees.

Projects in which both presbyteries will continue to participate will include, but not be limited to the following:

· Construction of cisterns as sources of water for family units in the interior of the Presbytery of the Northeast

· Support of New Church Development projects within the bounds of PRENE, according to the priorities established by its Executive Committee

· Support of educational ministries within the bounds of PRENE, such as the CTM in Natal and the Linda Bates Preschool in Patos

· Support for seminary students training to be ordained as Ministers of the Word and Sacrament

· Support for students from PRENE to attend Chamberlain-Hunt Academy and French Camp Academy, subject to the approval of the academies’ administrations.

Subject to the will of God, we affirm our partnership agreement for a period of five years, with an option for renewal upon approval of both presbyteries.  We continue to pray that God would richly bless the PRENE, the PBYMS, the IPIB, the PCUSA, and the whole Body of Christ all over the world.

Caicó, December 5, 2010

Reverendo Evaldo Raimundo da Silva

Presidente do Presbitério do Nordeste

Reverend Michael G. Herrin

Stated Clerk, Presbytery of Mississippi
After the report of the Mission Committee, the presbytery recessed for a delicious lunch.  Rev. Mat Taylor expressed the presbytery’s thanks to the members of First-Trinity Presbyterian Church for their warm hospitality.

REPORT OF THE HUNGER SUBCOMMITTEE
When the presbytery reconvened after lunch, Sara Brown, Hunger Action Enabler, presented the report of the Hunger Subcommittee:
The One Great Hour of Sharing offering is suggested to be collected on April 24,2011. 

The proceeds from this offering will be divided into three parts:  36% goes to the Presbyterian Hunger Program, 32% goes to Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, and 32% goes to Self Development of People.  
The committee received twenty-seven surveys from the presbytery’s forty-three churches. A new survey will be sent out in April. If any church would like the results of this report, contact Sara Brown. The committee would like for all churches to reply. Nineteen churches replied that they observed One Great Hour of Sharing. This is the most important offering that Presbyterian congregations support.   All the churches received letters to remind them about when denominational offerings are to be taken and where to send the proceeds.
LIVING WATERS FOR THE WORLD

Mr. Jerry Goode reported on the activities of the synod’s mission project, Living Waters for the World.  He encouraged every congregation to get involved, either by sending teams to install water systems or by contributing to the program as a whole.  
REPORT OF COMMISSIONERS TO SYNOD

Rev. Michael Herrin presented the following report :

The synod opened its meeting at 10am on January 31, with a worship service.  Rev. David Sawyer, Synod moderator, preached on Matthew 5:1-12, and the synod celebrated the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper.  

During lunch, Rebecca Penza, Disaster Relief Coordinator for the Presbytery of Middle Tennessee, gave a presentation on the presbytery’s disaster relief program.  The floods in Middle Tennessee during May 2010 left damage that is still being repaired – over 10,000 properties were damaged in Nashville and over 10,000 people were left homeless in Davidson County alone.  Because of lack of flood insurance, many of these families are still in great need – 1,000 people are still displaced in Davidson County.  Westminster Presbyterian Disaster Assistance in Davidson County hosts volunteers to work on home repairs – 95 homes are currently under repair and there are 60 homes on the waiting list.  Contributions can be made to the Presbytery of Middle Tennessee, marked for “disaster relief.”  Check the Presbytery of Middle Tennessee website (http://www.presbyterymidtn.org)  for more information or contact Rebecca directly at pdrcpenza@gmail.com.  The Synod collected $723 for this cause.


The meeting convened at 12:30pm.  The synod voted to set the per capita amount at $3.62 for the year 2011.  Synod elected Ms. Carolyn Jordan as Moderator.  Carolyn serves on the session of Southminster Presbyterian Church in Birmingham, Alabama.  Synod elected Rev. Jerry Van Marter, clergy commissioner from the Presbytery of Mid-Kentucky as Vice Moderator.  


Dale Melton, Vice-President for Seminary Relations, reported on behalf of Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary, and thanked the synod for its support.  Dr. Tom Bogart, President of Maryville College, spoke to the synod about the need to combine academic knowledge and faith, which leads to true wisdom.  Dr. Bogart thanked the Synod for renewing its covenant with the college.  The college has 4 alumni in seminary under care of East Tennessee Presbytery, and other alumni are involved with Living Waters for the World.


Terry Newland presented the Treasurer’s Report – the synod ended the year with a $8,750 surplus, mainly because of reductions in expenses.  By moving to a virtual office, the synod saved $20,000 in rent alone.  The 2009 audit was approved by the Executive Committee.


There has been a change in how racial ethnic grants from Synod will be apportioned.  $6,000 of the racial ethnic budget will be divided between three presbyteries for 2011 ($2,000 each) to be used as seed money to begin or continue to raise the level of racial ethnic involvement.  The presbyteries will have to apply for this grant.


Bob Friley reported on behalf of the Executive Committee, indicating that the virtual office has been a great success.  He said that Janet Tuck is now working full-time for the synod, helping presbyteries and churches to develop websites.  Synod approved the budgets for Synod and for Living Waters for the World for 2011.  The next Synod meeting is set for January 30, 2012.


Jackie Riddle reported for the Synod’s PW.  The Alabama/Mississippi Conference in July 2010 was a great success, with 150 women present.  The next Synod PW meeting will be June 9-11 at First Presbyterian Church in Franklin.  The next Triennial meeting will be held at First Presbyterian Church in Elizabeth Town, Kentucky in 2013.


Jerry Van Marter reported for the Communications Committee.  The final edition of the Synod Voice will be produced in March.  Synod will work to help congregations develop websites through training events – Hattiesburg, MS will host one on June 11.  Congregations will learn about how to start a website or to update sites that they currently have.


Carolyn Jordan reported for the Covenant Relations Committee.  Only three institutions still need to have their covenants updated:  Knoxville College, Stillman College, and Louisville Seminary.


Tim Myrick reported for Living Waters for the World.  There are over 1000 Clean Water U graduates.  In 2010, there were 4 training sessions presented at Camp Hopewell and a second session at Calvin Crest in California.  Sustainability was the emphasis for 2010 – ensuring that systems are properly supplied and maintained so they can continue operating after they are installed.  Having multiple systems in a single country improves the chance that systems will continue operating.  

A LWW team went to Haiti, improving the 27 systems already there by upgrading each one to operate on solar power.  The goal for 2011 is to have 11 more systems in Haiti.  In 2010, 56 systems were installed in 19 countries.  To date, LWW has installed a total of 341 systems in 21 countries.

Dr. Richard Borie, Stated Clerk of the Synod, reported on the review of presbytery minutes.  The minutes of the Presbytery of Mississippi were approved with a single exception, that the Committee on Representation did not report to the presbytery in 2009.

The synod closed with prayer and adjourned at 3pm.

Bob Friley and Michael Herrin, commissioners to Synod
BILLS AND OVERTURES COMMITTEE

Rev. Clark Remsburg reported on behalf of the Bills and Overtures Committee, recommending that the presbytery approve the overture from the Yokena Presbyterian Church, substituting the word “assess” for “analyze.”  The presbytery voted to approve the overture, which, after amendment, reads as follows:
The Session of Yokena Presbyterian Church requests that presbytery empower the Moderator to appoint a committee to 

1. study “Time for Something New” and accompanying letters from the Fellowship of Presbyterian pastors, found at http://www.cpconline.org/fellowship_pcusa
2. study the letter written in response by the Moderator and Stated Clerk of the General Assembly and the Executive Director of the General Assembly Mission Council, found at http://www.pcusa.org/news/2011/2/4/time-discernment
3. examine the progress of votes on the denomination’s constitutional issues

4. assess the Board of Pensions’ decision concerning changes to the Benefits Plan

5. report its findings at upcoming meetings of presbytery
The Committee made several changes to the letter to the Board of Pensions which had been referred to it.  The presbytery voted to approve the amended letter and send it to the Board of Trustees of the Board of Pensions.  The amended letter reads as follows:

To the Trustees of the Board of Pensions:

The 219th General Assembly has done the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) a grave disservice by injecting politics into the operations of an agency that has served so many servants of the Church for many years. We regret the General Assembly’s call to the Board of Pensions to extend benefits to “same-gender domestic partners” of Plan members.

The Board of Pensions must now consider how to render relief of conscience to congregations that regard same gender domestic relations as contrary to God’s will and for whom therefore the actions of the Assembly would constitute a “moral dilemma.” We would remind the Board that, since money is fungible, the only way to provide adequate relief is to create two completely separate income streams – one from congregations who do not desire to provide benefits for “same-gender domestic partners,” and one from congregations who do have such a desire.  We therefore request that the Board implement the following policy:

· Allow congregations which do not desire to fund abortions or benefits for “same-gender domestic partners” to opt out of the dues increase slated to take place in January of 2012.  

· Allocate dues increases only to those congregations which specifically indicate a desire to fund abortions and benefits for “same-gender domestic partners.”

· Use only the increased dues paid by the second group of congregations to fund abortions and benefits for “same-gender domestic partners.”

We recognize that under the above policy, it might be necessary to increase the dues of congregations that desire to subsidize benefits for “same-gender domestic partners” more than the one percent authorized by the General Assembly.  We are hopeful that such congregations would be willing to make such extraordinary sacrifices for a cause that they would consider to be just.  If they would not be willing to make such an economic sacrifice, perhaps implementing such a policy would not, after all, be advisable.

We would also remind the Board that the only persons who are required to participate in the Benefits Plan are Ministers of the Word and Sacrament in installed pastoral relationships: pastors, associate pastors, and co-pastors.  Increasing the cost of the Benefits Plan for the purpose prescribed by the General Assembly might move some congregations to ask that their pastor, associate pastor, or co-pastor be re-defined instead as a stated supply.  In such a case, neither the congregation nor the minister would be obliged to participate in the Benefits Plan.  

It would, of course, be solely within the power of each presbytery to decide whether to agree to such re-definitions, and thus how many congregations and ministers would be removed from the plan.  Thank you for the faithful work you carry out on behalf of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and its members.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, presbytery adjourned with prayer by John Willett at 1:30 pm to meet, Deo volente, in its next stated meeting at Gautier Presbyterian Church on Thursday, May 19, 2011.

Rev. Charles Bowdler,  Moderator                ATTEST: __________________________

Rev. Michael Herrin, Stated Clerk                                    Michael Herrin, Stated Clerk

Nota bene: These minutes were read, reviewed, and then approved by the moderator, the vice moderator, the administrative presbyter and the stated clerk of presbytery.















PAGE  
22

