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CALLED MEETING
August 14, 2007

The Presbytery of Mississippi held a called meeting at Westminster Presbyterian Church, Hattiesburg, Mississippi on Tuesday, August 14, 2007 at 2:00 p.m. with the Moderator, Ms. Peggie Herrington, presiding. The meeting was opened with prayer by Dr. William dePrater.

ROLL

A quorum was present with the following thirteen ministers and eleven elders enrolled for the meeting.

Ministers: George Bendall, William dePrater, John Dudley, Michael Herrin, Chas Jones, John Larson, Su McLain, Lynn Miller, Steve Ramp, Clarence Roberts, Lane Stephenson, Cory Stott, Sally Lodge Teel

Elders: Edwin Wolff (Commissioned Lay Pastor, Brookhaven), Pearce Sunderland (Westminster Gulfport), Henrietta Bender (Fairview), Suzan Dorsey (Briarwood), Bert Crump (Covenant), John Walker (Covenant), Henry Lewis (Unity Memorial), Annie Ruth Thigpen (First Lucedale), Beth Wild (J.J. White Memorial), Roger Soons (Trinity), Peggie Herrington (Westminster Natchez) 
Visitors: Norma Bassett, Renee Belote, Jim Brown, Sara Brown, Ann Catron, John Catron, Martha Cherry, Margaret dePrater, Hugh Garraway, Susie Lee Harrison, Myra Hester, Althea Jerome, Sam Marshall, Peggy Miller, R.L. Richardson, Carol Stephenson, Bubba White 

An excused absence was granted to all active minister members not present and all sessions not represented. Excused absences were also granted to minister members-at-large Martha Blount, Morris “Skip” Ehrlich, and David Ray.

The following ministers were absent without excuse: Barron Banks and Theophilus King.

The meeting was called in response to the request of the minister and elder members of the Committee on Ministry.

The purpose of the meeting was to act upon a recommendation from the Committee on Ministry that presbytery appoint an administrative commission to investigate the situation at J.J. White Memorial Presbyterian Church.

After the call for the meeting was issued, the session of J.J. White and Rev. Lane Stephenson signed an agreement stating that “Stephenson and the church concur that the pastoral relationship should be dissolved as soon as possible. This agreement constitutes a request to the Presbytery of Mississippi that the pastoral relationship be dissolved as soon as practicable” with the session agreeing to provide a continuation of salary and benefits ending October 31, 2007, such salary to be reduced by any income Mr. Stephenson might receive in working for another church. In view of this agreement, Dr. Steve Ramp, moderator of the Committee on Ministry moved that presbytery dissolve the pastoral relationship between Rev. Lane Stephenson and J.J. White Memorial Presbyterian Church. The motion was seconded. During discussion, Rev. Lane Stephenson was present and acknowledged that this agreement is now in place. The motion was approved.
Dr. Ramp then presented the following recommendation of the Committee on Ministry:

   Resolved, that the presbytery appoint an administrative commission to investigate the situation at J.J. White Memorial Presbyterian Church, McComb, Mississippi and to take such action as it deems prudent under the circumstances for the well-being of the mission of the congregation. The recommendation was approved.

The following were appointed to serve on the administrative commission: Rev. Rob Butler, Rev. Su McLain, Rev. Dr. Steve Ramp, and elders Betty Simmons, Roger Soons, Annie Ruth Thigpen, and Ed Wolff.

Dr. Ramp reported briefly on the vote being taken at Covenant Presbyterian Church.
The moderator announced that presbytery council has voted that presbytery hold a called meeting on Monday, August 27, 2007 for the purpose of considering and acting upon recommendations from council concerning Grace Chapel Presbyterian Church (USA) and of taking any action warranted by the vote at Covenant Presbyterian Church.
The purpose of the meeting having been accomplished, the meeting was adjourned with prayer by Rev. Sally Lodge Teel at 2:35 p.m.

Ms Peggie Herrington, Moderator       ATTEST: __________________________                                                                  
Rev. John C. Dudley, Stated Clerk                     John C. Dudley, Stated Clerk                                                                
CALLED MEETING

August 27, 2007

The Presbytery of Mississippi held a called meeting at Westminster Presbyterian Church, Hattiesburg, Mississippi on Monday, August 27, 2007 at 3:00 p.m. with the Moderator, Ms. Peggie Herrington, presiding. The meeting was opened with prayer by Dr. William dePrater.

ROLL

A quorum was present with the following twenty-one ministers and nineteen elders enrolled for the meeting.

Ministers: Martha Blount, Charles Bowdler, Tim Brown, Rob Butler, Scott Castleman, William dePrater, John Dudley, Tim Erskine, Michael Herrin, Andrew Hoffecker, William Jones, John Larson, Joseph Martin, Su McLain, Marcus Mihail, Lynn Miller, Steve Ramp, Clint Regen, Clarence Roberts, Sally Lodge Teel, James Truesdell
Elders: Janet Galen (First Bay St. Louis), David Arnold (Westminster Hattiesburg), Martha Power ? (Briarwood), John Walker (Covenant), Louis Watson (Covenant), Shirley Middleton (Faith), Helen Boone (Fondren), Margaret Brooks (First-Trinity), Annie Ruth Thigpen (First Lucedale), John White (J.J. White Memorial), Gerald Snell (Jones Memorial), XXX (Prospect), Bubba Martin (Trinity), Peggie Herrington (Westminster Natchez), XXX (First Pascagoula), Vance Sprague (Pineville), Robert St. John (First Port Gibson), Todd Boolos (First Vicksburg), Charles Whittington (Wiggins)
Visitors: Bettye Arnold, Norma Bassett, George Bates, Jim Brown, Sara Brown, Ann Catron, Martha Cherry, Bill Cook, Margaret dePrater, Carolyn Geoffrey, Bill Hays, Myra Hester, Lee Lampton, Sam Marshall, W.A. McLaurin, Peggy Miller, Brooks Mosley, Jimmie Person, Charles Ray, Robin Roberts, Tim Rodgers, Jane Sanders, Heather Sprague, Jim Weems, Leigh White, Reid Whittington, Nora Williams
An excused absence was granted to all active minister members not present and all sessions not represented. An excused absence was also granted to minister member-at-large Morris “Skip” Ehrlich. 

The following minister members were absent without excuse: Barron Banks, George Barnett, Theophilus King, David Ray, and Lane Stephenson.

The meeting was called in response to the request of the minister and elder members of the presbytery council.

The purpose of the meeting was threefold:

· to hear a report on the congregational vote of Covenant Presbyterian Church and to take any action warranted by that vote

· to consider and to act upon recommendations from the presbytery council related to Grace Chapel

· to hear a report from the Presbytery Office Location Committee and to act upon it 

I.   Dr. Steve Ramp, moderator of the Committee on Ministry, reported on the events leading to the vote by the congregation of Covenant Presbyterian Church seeking dismissal to the New Wineskins/Evangelical Presbyterian Church transitional non-geographic presbytery. Under the leadership of the session, Covenant Presbyterian Church followed the Recommended Guidelines adopted by presbytery at a called meeting on June 18, 2007. Much of the procedure set forth in the Recommended Guidelines had already been implemented before June 18, 2007.  In particular, representatives of the presbytery met with the session on July 9, 2007 and with the congregation on July 22, 2007 to present the case for remaining in the Presbyterian Church (USA) and to host a wide-ranging discussion of the issues.
 Dr. Ramp reported on the conduct of the congregational meetings on August 12, 2007 and August 19, 2007 and the manner in which the vote was held and the ballots counted. The vote was as follows: 231 voted in favor of seeking dismissal and 88 voted against seeking dismissal.

Members of Covenant Presbyterian Church who were present were granted the privilege of the floor with remarks from each member not to exceed three minutes. 

It was moved and seconded that the Presbytery of Mississippi dismiss Covenant Presbyterian Church to the New Wineskins/Evangelical Presbyterian Church transitional non-geographic presbytery, contingent upon the following two conditions: that the group entering the transitional presbytery affiliated with the Evangelical Presbyterian Church not use the name Covenant Presbyterian Church after they are received by the new non-Presbyterian Church (USA) presbytery, and that the session promptly provide letters of transfer to members of Covenant Presbyterian Church who desire to join another Presbyterian Church (USA) congregation. The motion was approved. 
Members of Covenant Presbyterian Church expressed their appreciation for the help and cooperation offered to them by leaders of the presbytery during what they described as a difficult and painful procedure. They expressed sadness at no longer being a part of the Presbytery of Mississippi but stated their conviction that they were following God’s guidance in their decision to seek dismissal.

II.   Rev. Charles Bowdler, Vice Moderator of the presbytery, presided while Ms. Peggie Herrington as moderator of the presbytery council presented four resolutions from the council related to Grace Chapel. It was moved, seconded, and approved that presbytery consider the resolutions one at a time. At this point Ms Herrington resumed moderating the meeting.
A.   First Resolution

 Resolved, that the actions of the former pastor, session, and congregation in connection with a congregational meeting at which the congregation voted on whether to disaffiliate from the Presbyterian Church (USA) were unconstitutional, knowingly violated a ruling by members of the Permanent Judicial Commission of the Presbytery of Mississippi which ordered the meeting stayed, and are not binding on the Presbytery of Mississippi. Accordingly, Grace Chapel Presbyterian Church (USA) still exists as a member of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and of the Presbytery of Mississippi. 

Dr. Steve Ramp presented background on the first resolution. In particular, he recounted how repeated attempts to have Grace Chapel comply with the Recommended Guidelines adopted at the called meeting on June 18, 2007 were rebuffed. After discussion the first resolution was approved.
B.   Second Resolution

Resolved, that inasmuch as the pastor of the church has officially renounced the jurisdiction of the Presbyterian Church (USA), the pulpit of Grace Chapel is declared vacant.

After discussion the second resolution was approved.

C.   Third Resolution

Resolved, that an administrative commission be and is hereby appointed to assess the situation; to assume original jurisdiction over all matters pertaining to Grace Chapel including, without limitation, property, assets, membership, and governance of the church; to retain legal counsel and to take such legal actions as may be advisable or necessary to protect the interest of the presbytery or the church; to exercise any and all powers and responsibilities of a session (G-10.0102); to develop recommendations to the presbytery as to the future status of Grace Chapel Presbyterian Church (USA) and appropriate actions to be taken by the presbytery.
Members of Grace Chapel Presbyterian Church who were present were at this point granted the privilege of the floor with remarks from each member not to exceed three minutes.

The following substitute resolution was offered: Resolved, that the Presbytery of Mississippi appoint an administrative committee to work with the session of Grace Chapel Presbyterian Church to discern the number of members on the roll of Grace Chapel who wish to remain members of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and report this number to the presbytery at the October 2007 stated meeting.

No amendment was proposed for either the main resolution or the substitute resolution. The two resolutions were therefore declared to be perfected.

After considerable debate, the motion to make the substitute resolution the main resolution was defeated. The presbytery then approved the third resolution as originally presented.

D.   Fourth Resolution

Resolved, that the following persons be and are appointed to serve on the administrative commission: Rev. Charles Bowdler, Rev. Karen Bullock, Rev. Marc Mihail, and elders Henry Davis, Bob Friley, Bubba Martin, and Robin Roberts. If any such person is unable or unwilling to serve, the moderator is authorized to appoint others to serve in their stead.
The fourth resolution was approved.

III.   Margaret Brooks, representing the Presbytery Office Location Committee, moved that the presbytery office be moved from its present location at 710 S. 28th Avenue to 107 N. 25th Avenue, a house owned by Westminster Presbyterian Church of Hattiesburg, for a period of five years beginning on November 1, 2007, the monthly rent to be $500. (The rent for the current office is $2,000 a month.) The motion was seconded and approved.

It was moved and seconded that presbytery authorize the necessary cost of moving the office and also expenses, not to exceed $5,000, for making improvements to the new office. This motion was approved.

The purpose of the meeting having been accomplished, the meeting was adjourned with prayer by Rev. Clint Regen at 4:55 p.m.

Ms. Peggie Herrington, Moderator          ATTEST: ______________________

Rev. John C. Dudley, Stated Clerk                          John C. Dudley, Stated Clerk

